Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 13th July 2016 t 8pm

Present:
Cllrs Preston (Acting Chair), Garrard, Halling, Hodson, Male, Hanmer, Addis, Williams, Talbot and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Councillor Sutton.

In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower 
1 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence – Cllr Keathing-Nash, Cllr Watkins.                             Reasons approved.

2
Declarations of Interest:  None.

a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

3
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 26 May 2016.  Approval of the Minutes for proposed by Cllr Male, seconded by Cllr Addis, unanimously agreed.
4
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports


Cllr Sutton informed the meeting the section of pavement from Kinnersley A38 to Kinnersley village will be improved/replaced at the end of July.  This is an area he has put forward as being very poor.

District Cllrs Harrison and Michael will be attending meetings at MHDC regarding the removal of a clause within the SWDP regarding affordable housing contributions to site of 10 and below new dwelling developments.  Once this has been concluded we hope the Old School House and Taverners End applications will be determined.  During a discussion regarding lengthsman duties, Cllr Harrison said he would chase up on the jetting of drains through Severn Stoke.  Clerk to provide Cllr Harrison with the WCC hub reference number.
5 Clerk’s Report - General Admin,correspondence, emails.  Minutes of last meeting and Annual Parish meeting.  Chased WCC re metre cut after AGM.  Letter sent to MHDC Chief Executive regarding lack of enforcement regarding Stonnall Close, response circulated to residents and councillors.  Portaloo at High Green reported to company, collected by company.  Circulated info on Drakes Broughton, Wadborough and Pirton Neighbourhood Plan, Cllr Hanmer commented, completed comments form and returned.  Various discussions with residents regarding Stonnall Close grass and planning applications.  Quotations for permanent VAS signs obtained.  Discussions with National Trust re open evening at Croome.  Information given to residents regarding Tarmac application going to committee.  Vehicle abandoned on highway land reported to MHDC, WCC and the Police.  Advertising Croome Court open evening on 20th July 2016 re multi use track.  Reactivated discussions with WCC re Defford Aerodrome, Cllr Sutton will assist.  Internet progress chased, new boxes with parish now have power, wayleave has been approved.
Highways Issues  Additional bollards warning of bend installed in High Green by WCC.  Cllr Garrard installed new High Green signs.  Letter sent to owner of Madge Hill House regarding cutting of hedge hanging over A38 pavement by Stoke Gardens.  Conifer hedge at Clifton raised with County has been cut back, pavement now passable.   Speeding issues reported to Safer Roads Partnership and WCC re High Green, hoping WCC will undertake a survey to assess actual speed of vehicles, WCC Rep attended to discuss location of equipment.  Chased WCC regarding repeater sign reported last summer still missing from 1st sign entering Severn Stoke.  Pub sign on triangle island at High Green needs removing, Clerk will ask WCC to action this.

Lengthsman  VAS rota started so VAS currently in Kinnersley.  Residents request for area to be cleared by Lengthsman.  Started pavement clearing/siding out in Severn Stoke.  Fallen tree removed between Kerswell Green and High Green turning.  Grass at hall.  Strimming of bus shelter and War Memorial, main road bollard areas in Severn Stoke.  High Green and Kerswell Green strimming for visability.  Extension pole required for VAS locations, WCC will provide.  Clerk to chase.
6
Planning Applications reports  
	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	15/01705/PDU
	Countrywide Farmers, Defford Mill
	Construction of 30m X 70m X5.2m high, thermo-insulated storage building to existing concrete base
	Recommended approval

Comment to keep existing traffic routes. No decision yet.

	16/00294/FUL
	Land adjoining Taverners End
	New dwelling
	PC recommended approval.

No decision yet.

	15/000006/CM
	Tarmac
	Application for further Extraction.  Further consultation documents regarding Tunnel under the A38
	Going to Committee at WCC on 12th July 2016

	16/00088/LBC
	29 High Green
	Installation of new window opening
	Recommended approval

(Cllr Talbot has interest, did not see circulations) Refused 

	16/00076/FUL
	Cedar Lodge

Severn Stoke
	Change of use of Cedar Lodge and Coventry Barn (Part of old School House) to 2 residential dwellings.
	Recommended approval

No decision yet

	Application
	Propoerty concerned
	Detail
	Action

	16/00499/FUL
	50 Kinnersley
	Replacement stable block
	Comments to be submitted.  Awaiting contact from Officer.

	16/00855/LBC
	9 Kinnersley
	Replacement timbers in north gable
	Recommended for approval

	16/00537/LBC
	4 Cleeve House, Dunstall Court, Croome Court
	Internal alterations to the modern staircase, modern doors and door cases, addition to the first floor to extend the existing landing, New partition at ground floor and new chimney breast formed in drawing room
	Recommended for approval



7
Finance


a.  Update on Finances from Clerk - All cheques from last meeting distributed.  Ledger updated.  HMIT reporting done and new financial year set up, P60 for Clerk done.  All books and records taken to Internal Auditor, inspected, one alteration made to Bank Agreement, all correct and returned to Clerk with invoice for £120.  Clerk completed all other requirements and sent Annual Return, accounts, Assets Register to External Auditor.

          b.  Approval of invoices £45.68 Mrs L Gower, packpay, £120.00 P Gallagher, internal audit, £75.00 Simon Bott Grass cutting parish hall. £192.00 Mr Simon Bott, Lengthsman June hours, NPower £11.46 and £18.49 Mrs L Gower, expenses.  Approval of invoices proposed by Cllr Garrard, seconded by Cllr Hadley. 

8
Tarmac planning application outcome

This application went to WCC Planning Committee yesterday, it was approved.  County Cllrs had attended a site visit on Monday and visited all areas.  Cllr Sutton gave a brief update, there are over 50 conditions to the application, mainly on drainage, phasing and timing.  Clerk will circulate this document once received and send to residents attending this meeting.  Cllr Sutton will liaise with Nick Atkins regarding a Liaison Group meeting.  Clerk said two other residents wished to be involved in this group, they are the closest residents affected.  Tarmac hope to start in October this year.  Residents attending had concerns regarding flooding/drainage impact.  They will attend Liaison Group meetings.
9
Traffic calming/speeding issues in High Green 

The new village signs have been installed by Cllr Garrard, along with the new gates we hope traffic will slow down.  WCC Highways will undertake an accurate speed survey to establish exact speeds within the next few weeks.  Clerk/Roger Sutton will pursue WCC re operations on the aerodrome at Defford.  

Clerk will draft a letter to the National Trust regarding a donation towards a permanent VAS for High Green.  The quotations for these are around £3500.  
10
Traffic calming/speeding issues in Severn Stoke and Clifton


See item below for Clifton regarding railings.  Parish Council will consider gates for this area.  Unfortunately there is not sufficient verge to have gates in Severn Stoke.  Clerk has obtained two quotations for permanent VAS signs for both Clifton, Severn Stoke and High Green.  These are for £3657.47 ex Vat (with pole but sign could not be rotated) and £3255.00 (pole not included).  Clerk will start to seek funding towards these signs and a discussion will continue at next meetings.  Speed enforcement is still being carried out at Severn Stoke.
11
Painting of posts at Clifton


Clerk has sent Mr Bird from Malvern (who painted the War Memorial railings) a specification for the railings at Clifton along with photographs.  Cllr Male had met him on site and obtained a quotation for the rubbing down, priming and painting white of the railings at Clifton on the bend.  This will make them much more prominent than they are at present.  WCC are in agreement with this.  The quotation is for £595.00 including all materials.  Cllr Male proposed approval of this quotation, Cllr Hanmer seconded this, unanimously agreed.   Clerk will ask WCC Highways to cut back the overhanging growth around the high bend signs and will ask Lengthsman to undertake the lower work.  Clerk will contact Mr Bird once WCC have done the high section.  
12
Maintenance of Persimmon Homes land at Stonnall Close


Clerk has updated residents and Councillors regarding this situation with the responses from MHDC so far.  The MHDC legal team are looking at this to ascertain if the condition on the original planning application has been discharged.  A resident attended the meeting this evening and asked the PC to consider reimbursing the residents for cutting this land.  Cllr Preston chairing the meeting said this was not possible as the PC will not claim any responsibility for this land, unanimously agreed.   A discussion took place regarding the history of this land and the gas tanks which are under it.  The Parish Council believe the error in this lies with MHDC for not getting the wording of the clause correct for the continued maintenance.  This should have said perpetuity.  Clerk will write to MHDC stating this and also raising concerns regarding the oil tanks.  Clerk and Cllr Harrison recommended the land was not cut again by residents.  A permanent solution to this must be achieved via Persimmon Homes who own the land.
13
Review of Financial Regulations


Clerk has obtained new Financial Regulations from CALC, Clerk and Cllr Talbot will review these over the summer to approval revised ones at September meeting.  




14
Report from the Parish Hall Committee


Next meeting is 16th August.  Cllr Male will mention that front door requires attention. 

15
Councillors’ comments and items for future agendas


Clerk mentioned revising Standing Orders along with any other statutory documents.  Clerk will start this process.  Cllr Hadley mentioned weeds in gutters and having them sprayed.  Lengthsman is not licensed for spraying but Clerk will ask him to look at this.

Cllr Male mentioned man hole cover outside Parish Hall, Clerk had originally raised this with BT.  Clerk will raise again.

16
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting 14th September 2016
Public Question Time

Two residents attended to listen and discuss item 8.  A resident of Stonnall Close attended to discuss item 12. See these items.
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
Actions
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