Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 16th November 2016 at 8pm

Present:
Cllrs Watkins (Chair), Preston, Garrard, Halling, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Hanmer, Addis, Talbot and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Cllr Roger Sutton.  

In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower   Michael Smith and Hugh Warwick National Trust, 2 members of the public.
1 Stand in memory of Bert Male, Parish Councillor  Everyone in attendance stood in silence to remember Cllr Bert Male, a valued member who had served on the Parish Council for many years and will be greatly missed.
2 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence – Cllr Preston will arrive late due to work commitments.  Cllr Addis cannot attend this evening.  Reasons approved.

3
Declarations of Interest:  None

a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

4  Vacancy for a Parish Councillor

Clerk has informed MHDC that Cllr Male has passed away.  As a mark of respect Clerk will not post the relevant form on the Notice Boards until after Cllr Male’s funeral.
5 Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2016.  Approval of the Minutes for proposed by Cllr Garrard, seconded by Cllr Halling, unanimously agreed.  Action arising had been dealt with and are covered in items on this agenda.
6
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports


County Cllr Sutton – Reported that Gerry Brienza our Liaision Officer with WCC has been moved to Wychavon District.  Clerk stated how sad this was as Mr Brienza has always been so efficient and helpful.  Mr Roy Fullee is taking over.  Clerk asked Cllr Sutton if amount of pavement redone on A38 coming round the bend on Kinnersley road was correct.  Cllr Sutton confirmed that was as much as his budget paid for.  Clerk reported that part of sign as you approach Severn Stoke has been replaced 13 months after it was reported!

District Cllr Harrison – Stated that the Chief Executive for MHDC will be off for 3 mths due to an operation.  The Southern Link area from The Ketch roundabout up will be closed at night from 29th November for several weeks to enable work to be done, this area will not be shut the weekend of the Worcester Victorian Fair.   Cllr Watkins mentioned that when taking commercial waste to Hill and Moor landfill he had seen the recycling bags collected on the small MHDC wagons thrown in landfill along with the black bags.  Cllr Harrison will look into this.
7
Clerk’s Report General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising. Clerk attending training course at County Hall regarding statutory documents.  Clerk will revise various documents ready for the New Year.  Producing posters and leaflets for the Croome Multi use track open sessions to review the plans.  Setting up and attending the two sessions.  Research and preparation of the comments on the Croome application together with Cllrs Hodson/Talbot/Watkins.  Telephone discussions with residents regarding Stonnall Close grass area and Croome application.  They have attended a surgery with Harriett Baldwin MP who has written to Jack Hegerty chief executive at MHDC.  Lengthsman administration, realtime reporting and website page updating on WCC site.  Cllr Hodson booked on Quality Tour of District, cancelled due to lack of interest.  Visited Mrs Male following Cllr Male’s death. Informed MHDC re Cllr Male.  Wreath got from Royal British Legion and given to Cllr Watkins.   Highways Issues  Lengthsman reported any issues at present including dead badgers Lengthsman  VAS rota continued, been in Severn Stoke, now in High Green.  Stoke Gardens tree debri cleared, leaves from around Madge Hill etc.  Urgent decision  None taken.

8
Planning Applications reports  Update of Croome Multiuse track application.  Parish Council held two open sessions for Councillors and residents to view plans provided in paper form by National Trust.  Comments preparing, circulating to all Councillors for approval and submitted to MHDC, Clerk informed of meeting at Croome with MHDC Planners, Gardens Trust, District Councillors and National Trust representatives.  Although we asked to attend, MHDC stated we were not invited.  Enforcement officer has since contacted PC via Clerk regarding overflow carpark use and opening hours following Planning Officer forwarding our response to them and PC believe MHDC are in discussions with NT and will update us shortly.  A discussion took place during public question time on various activities at Croome and the affect they have on the surrounding villages/community.  

8 cont…

	Application
	Property 
	Detail
	Action

	16/00968/FUL
	Croome Court Croome 
	Re-surfacing of part of car park
	Recommended for approval Approval granted

	16/00946/FUL
	50 Kinnersley Severn Stoke
	Change of use of land to equestrian use, new access and retrospective erection of stable block
	Highways asked for speed survey re 2nd access.  Survey result in, awaiting revised Highway comments 14/11/16

	16/01008/HOU
	45 Kinnersley Severn Stoke
	Two storey extension to gable end of existing property to replace an existing timber double garage
	Recommended for approval.

Approval granted

	16/01055/LBC
	Kinnersley Court 44 Kinnersley, 
	Insertion of 2 no. windows to side elevation together with internal alterations, general repairs and restorations
	Recommended for approval

Withdrawn by applicant

	16/01129/FUL
	Croome Court
	4 mile track, 1.5 to 3 m multi use track and erection of a bridge
	Objection/comments submitted following two open sessions of plan viewing
Withdrawn on 16/11/16 by applicant.


9 Finance 
a.  Update on Finances from Clerk – All cheques from last meeting distributed.  Ledger updated.  Annual returned from External Auditor, signed off.  Conclusion of Audit Notice to go up on Notice Boards.  End of year predicted spend prepared along with draft Budget for 2017 – 18 financial year prepared.

          b.  Approval of invoices £62.90 Mrs L Gower, Simon Bott Grass cutting parish hall, £50.00 £192.00 Mr Simon Bott, Lengthsman Oct hours, £11.57 NPower, £120 Grant Thornton External Audit, £10 Worcestershire CALC Clerks Course. Royal British Legion £25.00. Friends of St Denys Church £500.00 Approval of invoices proposed by Cllr Watkins, seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed.  
10
Approval of draft Budget for Financial year ending 31 March 2017 and discuss precept for 2017/18 (precept decision to be decided at meeting on 18 January 2017)

Clerk provided two sheets, accounts to yr end 31.3.16 with budgeted figures next to it. Expenditure figures for current year so far with this year’s budget by it, predicted end of year spend for this financial year and a proposed budget for financial year 2107/18.  Clerk explained various amounts.  Councillors did not have any further comments and felt all possible areas of expenditure had been covered in the budget.  Current account balance as at 28.10.16 was £12,231.28 and deposit account £1,674.76.  Approval of the budget for 2017/18 was proposed by Cllr Hanmer and seconded by Cllr Talbot.  
11
Traffic calming/speed issues in High Green 


Traffic volumes in High Green remain very high with recent figures recording over 1000 vehicles a day through High Green.  The VAS is currently there and weekly figures will be recorded.  The situation was mentioned in our response to the Croome Court multi use track.  The Parish Council will continue to monitor this situation and ask for some enforcement through there.
12
Traffic calming/speed issues in Severn Stoke and Clifton inc removal of trees on bend Clifton


Speed enforcement continues to happen in Severn Stoke.  The trees on the bend at Clifton were discussed and it was felt if we open this area up too much it will encourage speeding rather than assist with slowing it down.  Clerk has included a sum of £3000 in the Budget for 2017/18 in case it is decided to seek funding to purchase permanent signs for Clifton, Severn Stoke and High Green.   This would be the PC contribution towards them. They are around £4000 each.  Clerk will also contact parishes regarding community traffic speeding scheme.
13
To agree dates for 2017 Parish Council Meetings


Clerk had circulated the meeting dates for Parish Council meetings for the next year.  Cllr Watkins proposed approval, seconded by Cllr Preston, unanimously agreed. Clerk will put on notice boards.
14
To agree donation to St Deny’s Church Severn Stoke and Royal British Legion 



These two annual donations were budgeted for so the amount of £500 to the Friends of St Deny’s Church and The Royal British Legion of £25.00 (new wreath placed by Cllr Watkins at Service at War Memorial) were proposed for approval by Cllr Hadley and seconded by Cllr Halling. Unanimously agreed.  Clerk will send cheques.
15
Rural Rates Relief application for The Royal Oak, Kinnersley


Clerk circulated information regarding the three options available to the Parish Council.  A unanimous decision was taken to select option b.  to confirm support for a further 25% deduction in business rates with no financial contribution from the Parish Council.  Clerk will inform MHDC.


16
Support of campaign by Upton Town to re-open the rear access to the Hanley Road car park


Councillors discussed the situation regarding MHDC closing the rear access to the Hanley Road Car Park.  A petition of over 750 signatures has been collected in support of a campaign to reopen this access.  We understand this will be on the agenda for a forthcoming Malvern Hills District Council meeting.  The Clerk will write on behalf of our parish council to support this campaign.
17
Review of Financial Regulations, Standing Orders and other statutory documents


Clerk attended a training course on Statutory documents and will review various documents in the New Year.
18
Report from the Parish Hall Committee


No meeting has taken place yet.  Cllr Hanmer will continue to attend these meetings as he did so with Cllr Male.
19
Councillors’ comments and items for future agendas


Cllrs Harrison and Michael have a Community fund of £500 each for use within their wards this year.  If we have anything we wish to put forward do so in writing to them or if we know of any groups with the community.  The hedge belonging to the property in Stonnall Close owned by Bromfords Housing Association is over grown again and requiring attention. Clerk will contact Bromfords.  Clerk will also ask MHDC to road sweep down Severn Stoke Bank and back up again to remove leaves.

Clerk will report pot holes in Clifton.  Cllrs mentioned difficulty in view when turning out of Madge Hill.  Clerk will ask WCC re signage as approaching this area warning of turning.

20
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council meeting, 18th January 2017

Public Question Time

Mr Michael Smith from the National Trust attended and gave an update on activities at Croome Court, NT property and Parkland. He also stated they had withdrawn the Multi use track application.  A discussion took place on various activities which residents of High Green and the PC are concerned about.  
Two other members of the public attended but did not wish to speak.

Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
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