

ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25TH MAY 2016 IN ELMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.45 PM



Present:
Councillors
Roger Clift (Chairman)







Ann Carter (Vice Chairman)

Bernard Brown

Andrew Halfpenny
Tim Ireson




In Attendance:

Sylvia Clift (Clerk)








District Cllr. Tony Miller
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Charles Caddick and Barbara Talbot, District Cllr. Lynn Duffy and County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield.
2. Police Report

The police had no crimes to report. Neighbourhood Watch had sent an alert about 3 break-ins to workshops and outbuildings in Berry Lane. District Cllr. Tony Miller would encourage Worcester Police to improve staffing in Droitwich.
3. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr. Tim Ireson declared an interest in Item 8.3
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th March 2016 


The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. 

Matters arising
5.1. Telephone Kiosk in Cutnall Green
Paperwork had been completed transferring ownership of the Cutnall Green Telephone Kiosk from Wychavon DC to Elmbridge PC, and the management of it to Donna Quinn. It was currently being painted and broken glass would be replaced. Its use as a book exchange would be covered by the Council’s existing public liability insurance.
5.2 Queen’s 90th Birthday (Item 5.1) 
As arranged, the Celebration would take place on 11th June at 12 noon. The Friends of Elmbridge thanked the Parish Council for their financial support.
6.  General 
6.1 Lengthsman Update. 
The Lengthsman’s reduced monthly hours (12 not 14) were in operation. The contract for 2016/17 with Worcestershire County Council had been signed. Funding remained at the same level as last year - £2054. 
· Drains had been cleared in Elmbridge Lane and Addis Lane, Purshull Green and The Knoll. 
· Foliage had been cleared from signs in Cutnall Green.
· Grips had been dug out in Watery Lane.
· Ivy had been cleared from a stile in Cutnall Green.
6.2 Highways.

· Many potholes had been repaired in Elmbridge Green Lane. There were outstanding potholes in Addis Lane, at the top of Addis Bank and near the finger post
· Concern was expressed about logs on the verge alongside Wants Cottage. The Clerk would contact the owners.
· The tree roots in Elmbridge Lane were now marked for attention.
· The VA sign supplied by County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield was in place and the battery would be maintained by the Elmley Lovett Lengthsman
6.3 New Home Bonus

The Council’s application for funding for the SmartWater scheme had been discussed by the Localism Committee on 16th May. Their decision had been to send it to the Executive Board which would meet on 1st June. Councillors expressed dissatisfaction with the way Wychavon had handled the application
7. Finance

7.1 Current Balance


The balance on the Current Account was £12090.04
7.2 Payments

            The following payments were approved


Elmbridge Village Hall                £12.00 (Room Hire)
D
David Miles
     £180.00 (Lengthsman)


CALC
     £247.52 (Annual Subscription)

AON
     £242.59 (Insurance Premium)


7.3 Audit


7.3.1 The Annual Governance Statement had been completed

7.3.2 The Accounting statement had been completed


7.3.3 The Internal Audit had been carried out on 23rd May and the report completed. The External Audit date was 10th June.
8. Planning
8.1 St Mary’s PCC. Approval with conditions had been given for an outbuilding in the churchyard containing a WC. 

8.2 Broadfield Farm, Broad Alley. Permission had been refused for the demolition of barns and replacement by a workshop building. The decision was made on green belt grounds.
8.3 5 The Granary, Elmbridge Lane. Permission sought to replace patio doors to dining room and sliding doors to kitchen with enlarged opening. Also enclosure of rear porch area. This property is a barn conversion, therefore there are no permitted development rights. It had been noted that the doors for an enlarged opening had originally been a window which had become a door without planning permission
8.4 8 Horton Lane. Approval had been given for a 2-storey rear and single storey side extension and new porch.
8.5 The visit to Barn End by the Enforcement Officers was still outstanding.

9. Correspondence

A list detailing 29 items of correspondence and relevant emails was circulated to Councillors. In addition several update emails had been received from CALC.

10. Items of Interest

10.1 Severn Trent had repaired a substantial leak in Elmbridge Lane. It had necessitated a lane closure but had been done speedily.
10.2 The Clerk had obtained the updated version of the Good Councillors’ Guide.
10.3 The footpath between Aspley House and bungalows on the A442 was overgrown. The Clerk would contact Highways.
10.4 The ditch outside Cutnall Green Memorial hall needed clearing. The Clerk would contact the Lengthsman.
10.5 Road signs had been left in Elmbridge Lane and Addis Lane after road repairs. The Clerk would contact Highways.

10.6 District Cllr. Tony Miller was now Chairman of Worcestershire County Council.


11. Next meeting


Thursday 21st July 2016

Future dates arranged were:





Thursday 15th September 2016 
Thursday 17th November 2016
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