	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 20th June  2016 at 7.30pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor Mrs. L. Green
                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mr. J. Gammond     
                District Councillor Rebecca Vale  
                 2 Police Officers attended                    
	Councillor Mr. C Grainger

Councillor Mrs. C Gammond

 2 members of the public were present.
Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)


	1.
	Police Report and Public Local Forum

One member of the public enquired about the Solar Park development, and Clerk gave recent update.
Police report – 
11/6/16 – Hoarstone Lane – sheds broken into

Crundalls Lane – 3 pushbikes stolen from a shed.
Vauxhall Tigra parked on the verge at Low Habberley - W47SFA – parked for a whole week – has not moved – reported to police as possibly abandoned.
Cllr Ben Phillips – had reported to police about speeding traffic by The Gables, Eymore Lane. 

White Volvo V60  FN64GPE has been speeding around the village towing a boat trailer

	2.
	Apologies for Absence – Apologies were received and approved from Cllr. Mr. R. Jennings and Cllr. B. Phillips.   Cllr Yarranton arrived at 19.45p.m.

	3.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. J. Gammond and Mrs C Gammond declared interests as being members of the Village Hall committee.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook and also an interest in the Area Green Belt Review.  Cllr. G. Yarranton advised that he is Vice Chair of the planning committee, and reserves the right to change his mind if further evidence is presented on planning matters by the District Councillor planning officers.
b) Reconfirmation of members Register of Interests
Clerk had provided members with copies of their Register of Interests, and asked that they reconfirm they were correct.  

One item on Cllr Mrs. L. Green’s personal details had changed.  However, other than that all interests were reported as being the same. 

	4.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 16th May 2016 were approved and signed after amendments.

	5.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
· Slippy Roadsurface – Habberley Lane – Dist. Cllr.  Becky Vale reported that she was in contact with the BHS on this matter, and was happy to help and get this  sorted by the County Council.

· Fire siting of fire stations investigated – a brief report was given by Dist. Councillor Yarranton.   

· District Councillor Becky Vale  - advised she was going to hold local monthly surgeries to enable local people to raise any matters with her;  Clerk gave details re booking village hall. 
· Charging VA Sign & Batteries - Clerk to follow up with Cllr. B. Phillips.  To have the sign checked by Westotec, the Clerk needed to notify them of the serial no.
· Fly Tipping - Cllr. Yarranton had spoken to Linda Collis at the District Council who had advised that provided CCTV cameras did not target anyone particularly, then these could be used at flytipping hotspots. 

· Fly tipping incidents : Trimpley Lane, just after Highfield, at a small pull in.  
Drive to Wassell top – a load of soil had been tipped with  another amount further down Hoarstone Lane.

· Japanese knot weed at Mount Pool – permission to treat this would have to be sought from the landowner – Mrs. N. Briggs.

	6.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
15/0681 - : Retention of Actiflow Pilot Plant and associated infrastructure for a period of two years at SEVERN TRENT WATER TREATMENT PLAN, 1 EYMORE GREEN, TRIMPLEY, BEWDLEY, DY121PL
Withdrawn.
16/0041/EIA – Construction of Powder Activated Carbon Dosing Unit and alterations to the Pump House at Trimpley Reservoir  by Severn Trent Water
Awaiting decision
16/0157 – Honeybrook Lodge – Single Storey Rear Extension
(Approved, according to website – but no formal notification received by Clerk).
16/0262 – Side Extension – Homelea, Hill Farm, Northwood Lane
This had been approved, but the Clerk had been advised that the application was just to determine whether it had been undertaken under permitted development, and it was therefore a certificate of lawfulness.  It was noted therefore that the parish had not therefore been fully consulted.  It had been decided by the District Council that the development was “permitted development”
16/0299 – First Floor rear Extension and Rear Dormer at 2 Rose Cottage, Crundalls Lane, Bewdley

(Approved on website – but no formal notification received by Clerk).
b) New applications received:
16/0304 Fell English Yew at Park Attwood Clinic
It was resolved that the Clerk should comment:

“My members require further information before being able to pass comment on this application

We would like your report on this tree, for the following reasons:-

a)  Yew is notably very slow growing, and therefore this substantial tree must be of considerable age.

b) growth is from the inside, and a feature of yew, we understand, is that if often with age becomes decayed from the inside, and growth on the outer bark is of a twisted nature.  This is a feature of this type of tree, we believe, and not necessarily a reason to be quoted as "rot".

c) is the tree really so badly decayed as to be "un-saveable"?  i.e does it have to be fully felled, or could some of it (the main trunk) be saved to provide new growth?

We only have the applicant's documentation in respect of this application, and would like to see a report from you on this tree before the Parish Councillors will comment.

My members will not meet again until 18th July.  Could we please defer comment until after that date?”
16/0325 – Park Attwood Clinic – Converstion of Clinic to 6 x 2 Bedroom and 1 x 3 Bedroom appartment, extension to existing staff house, erection of 4 new dwellings and erection of Garage Block

Comment to be sent by Clerk:

“Questions raised by the Parish Council which require explanation / answers, and therefore due to lack of information and inaccuracies which we believe exist with the plans presented, we have deferred offering meaningful comment until our next meeting on 18th July.

1) We believe there has been no change of use applied for from Clinic to residential use.  If change of use has been granted, please advise when, and when the Parish were consulted?

We see no mention of this required “change of use” in the existing application.

2) When permission was granted for the construction of the “staff house”, it was indeed that.

A condition of the permission given was that it was only for occupation of staff employed by the clinic housed in the main building.  We believe this condition still stands.  The only way that this house was allowed to be built in the designated Green Belt was by way of this condition.     If this condition no longer stands, why not?  And when was it removed?  Again, we can see no mention of “change of use” in the existing application.  Please advise.

3) We believe the plans in respect of the access to be inaccurate.  There is a small parcel of land immediately to the right of the access, opposite Home Lodge, which is not, in our belief, to be in the ownership of the applicant.  The parcel of land is the site of the septic tank of Home Lodge, (and owned by that property) and therefore the entrance access cannot be widened and splayed as may be required for the access road.  Can the applicant give assurances that the foul sewerage of this private property will be unaffected?

We wish to see this matter addressed before giving opinion on the development.

4) The plans show some trees with TPO designation.  We were of the understanding that many more trees, than those shown on the plans, were subject to TPOs.  For example, there are some specimen trees on the island immediately in front of the house, and further to the right of the main house.  These do not feature on the plans as designated TPO, and we are unhappy that several other trees appear to have “lost” their TPO designation, which we were led to believe were definitely going to be preserved.  Could Alvan Kingston, Arboricultural Officer, please give us firm, accurate information as to which trees are subject to TPOs on the site, as we feel the plans are contrary to those discussed directly with him.  We wish to see further information about this, directly from your officer, before we will pass opinion on the development.  Could we please be provided with a report from Alvan Kingston.
5) We are concerned that the type of properties proposed to be created, both as new additions, and within the existing building, add no value to the social integration and benefit of the residents of our parish.  People who were born in the parish cannot, on maturity, find affordable housing within the parish.  We are therefore reluctant to give our approval to plans which, in our opinion, will not give the opportunities required within the parish for integration and benefit of our own parishioners, and are therefore disappointed to learn that related Section 106 monies will be spent outside our parish boundaries, for the benefit of others.    Could the District Council please give justification for this, and their viewpoint on this?”
c) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i)  Easter Cottage -          ) these properties were being investigated by 
ii) Crundalls Cottage –    )  District Council Enforcement Officers.  Nothing new to report.
iii)Trimpley Green Farm  )
iv) Large Caravan at the bottom of Hoarstone Lane…    Very much bigger and not in the same place.
d) Matters relating to the Solar Park Development at Trimpley Reservoir.
Clerk was awaiting a response from the MP, although she had chased for this.  She had been advised that the MP had not heard from the District Council, and wished to await their reply before responding to us.  In the meantime, Clerk had prepared an article for publication in the Local Council Review magazine (July edition) about the General Permitted Development order
e) Local Plan and Green Belt Review   
In respect of the review, members were of the opinion that all parcels of land within our parish which were in the Green Belt should remain in the green belt. It was noted that a presentation was to be given on the review, and some councillors expressed a desire to attend this.  Clerk to enquire when this was to be, and to return comment accordingly.

	7.
	Progress Reports / Correspondence, and other Outstanding Items
a) Tree Planting and Tree Identification within the Parish

Clerk to raise issue in newsletter about identifying trees worthy of preservation within the parish.  Also Clerk to ask  Alvan Kingston about checking two oak trees in front of Bite Farmhouse, which may be worthy of having TPO’s put on them.  It was also reported that Ivor Haywood of Trimpley Farm had mentioned that he would like to plant up with trees some fields down towards Easthams.  The Habberley Valley Circular route passes through the fields in question, and in light of the free tree planting packs recently offered to the parish, Clerk was asked to write to Ivor to enquire whether he could make use of the packs.  

Two further checks to be made on local trees:-
· One tree very close to the Black pools, on the common was leaning more and more over the road.  

· Some Dutch Elm Resistant trees were planted several years ago in the parish.  A check was to be made on these.

            It was resolved that a committee should be set up, comprising the Chair, Cllr. Mrs. 

            L. Green and Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond, along with the Tree Wardens to identify trees  

             in the parish that may be at risk, and to address the points raised above, and to 

            report back to full council.   It was also suggested that the Woodland Trust be 

            approached about supply of larger-sized trees for planting.
b) Smartwater Provision within the Parish

It was reported that the Police had notified the Clerk that they may be able to fund a large amount of the cost of providing every household in the parish with a Smartwater pack.  Clerk had identified that (including the chalets at Hill Farm) that there were just under 375 households in the parish, including a few spares.  Clerk to notify police of this quantity and await further developments.  Note to be made in the newsletter.
c) P3 Agreement for 2016-17 and Parish ROW Warden Report

Cllr. Mrs. Gammond presented her report for 2015-16, as below:
The Parish Paths contractors cleared seasonal vegetation to keep our rights of way open throughout the parish.  As usual this work was financed from a grant of £500 received from the C/C Countryside Services.  Two waymark posts were also re-instated by our contractors.

As Parish Paths and Recreational Route Warden, I made 58 path inspections during the year and cleared overgrown vegetation from several stiles.  Regular contact is maintained with Officers of the Countryside Access Team.

Countryside Service Volunteers repaired a muddy surface that had become impassable.  They also installed a new kissing gate on the North Worcestershire Path in the parish.

During the year five fallen trees were reported and were cleared by relevant landowners.  Several damaged stiles were also repaired by landowners.  Rotten steps and handrail on the path into Habberley Valley were replaced this year.

Two signposts have been knocked down by 4 x 4 vehicles and are awaiting re-instatement.  These have been added to the work schedule for 2016/17.
Application has been made for the 2016/17 annual grant to cover the cost of clearing seasonal vegetation.

Carole Gammond (PP&RR Warden)

              It was noted that the Agreement for 2016/17 had been lodged, but since submitting 

          This, it had been decided by the County Council that all signposts were to be 

          installed by the Highways Team, and could not now be done under the P3 contract.  H

	8.
	Lengthsman – 
Invoice for work done was tabled – £295.  Notes from the Lengthsman indicated that there were two blocked drains on Hoarstone Lane bank, which were in too dangerous a position for them to work on.  Clerk was to report this to the County Council,

	9.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Lengthsman - £295;

Clerk’s PAYE - £60.80

Clerk’s Expenses - £88.86
b) Clerk’s Salary
Clerk tabled the new NALC Pay Scale for 2016 and 2017.  It was agreed to pay the Clerk in accordance with the new agreed rates for her SCP (23) backdating the new rate to 1/4/16 but also to increase hours to 6.5 per week.  This will require a back payment to April.

	10.

	CALC Matters, County and District and Other Correspondence
Next Wyre Forest CALC meeting was at the Guildhall in Bewdley on Wednesday 22nd June.  As neither CALC Representatives were able to attend, the Clerk advised she would attend to address the agenda item in respect of the Solar Park at Trimpley Reservoir.  Also, Clerk was to raise the issue that no checks were ever made by the District Council planning department on constructions taking place, that, if they were subject to a planning permission, no check was made that it was being built in accordance with the plans passed, and that it was left largely for Parish Councils to report back to the District Council if they thought that developers had transgressed from the approved plans.

	11.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  confirmed as

18th July at 7.30p.m.
The meeting closed at 9.55pm.
                                          Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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