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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
5th December 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 6.30pm
Present:



D Lewis (Chair), G Sweeney (Deputy Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, 





A Marsh, D Stanley, E A Taft, B R Woodhouse.  

In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 




District Cllr Dean Clarke, 6 Members of the public.


Apologies:
 
  B Jones (accepted)
DRAFT MINUTES
This meeting also attended to those points outstanding from the cancelled 21st November Parish Council meeting



	169/16
Election of Chairperson
a. To receive nominations and to take a formal vote for Chairperson (& Vice chair)of Parish Council up until (including) March 2017.

Cllr David Lewis & Cllr Garry Sweeney were proposed, nominated and seconded as Chair and Vice Chair respectively.
b. Signature of declarations of acceptance of office. Duly signed.
170/16
Declarations of Interest
Register of Interests, Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other Disclosable Interests, changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality, grants of Dispensation.
There were none.
171/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Full Parish Council, Monday 24th October 2016 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as correct.  
172/16
Public Question Time
One member of the public enquired as to why the quotation for bollards on Monkwood Green was in their opinion so high. See 177/16 a.  No other comments were made and the meeting was re-opened.
173/16
To receive the report of the Police Officer.

a.

The report is attached to these minutes as an addendum. Members noted that PC Stephen Elcocks is the new Safer Neighbourhood Officer attached to the Martley and Tenbury Team.

174/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

CCllr Grove gave the following updates:
· The duelling of the Carrington bridge A4440 was not included in the Central Gov autumn statement. Funding is still being sought from other sources.

· Work to raise Worcester's New Road under a major flooding protection scheme will go ahead in 2017.

· Flooding in Grimley village is due to be tackled by WCC in summer 2017. Work to be undertaken includes replacing existing pipes and drains on the western side of the road (from Fir Tree House to The Manse), installing new gullies and, installing an additional system of pipes between the lower triangle and the church.
· Peace Hall has received divisional funds from both CCllr and DCllr to total of £1200.

· Regarding bus services in Grimley parish, no cuts are planned and no additional funding is required from the Parish Council.

Cllr Lewis expressed Parish Council thanks to CCllr Grove for all his work in 2016. CCllr Grove was requested to provide exact details of planned flood remedial work in Grimley village.

175/16
To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 
a.
DCllr Clarke arrived at 7.30pm in the proceedings:
Grimley Raceway high court results to be forwarded to Clerk asap.
176/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a.
16/01627/HOU Proposal: Erection of a rear and side two storey and single storey extension and erection of a front porch. 3, Oakhall Cottages, Sinton Green, Hallow, WR2 6NT. 
Members had no comments to make.
b.
To note new MHDC planning practices, regarding publication of non-statutory and statutory notices.

MHDC have taken the decision to stop sending out the pink non-statutory site notices. All future statutory notices will be displayed on white paper in order to achieve on-going efficiencies.
177/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Motion to accept quotation provided by Cllr Jones for making four larch bollards
 for placement outside Monks Hollow. £197.50. 
Residents in the immediate vicinity had requested that this work not go ahead on the basis that their own method of placing cones out during wet weather sufficiently protected the verge. Members agreed with the proviso that a regular (3 monthly) inspection be undertaken to ensure that vehicles are not crossing the verge at this point and causing soil to be washed into the drains and blocking them.
b.
To receive an update from the Clerk regarding research into LEADER funding.  Application deadline for outline application: 30th March 2017. Full application submission: 8th June 2017.

The Parish Council would apply under Priority 5 - Support for cultural and heritage activity. Members instructed the Clerk to continue to investigate this possible sources of funding.
c.
To note that SME solicitors have submitted the Parish Council application for first registration of Monkwood Green and Sinton Green Commons (Parish Council owned land) to the Land Registry
.

Duly noted.  Documents were submitted to the Land Registry on 3rd November 2016. 

d.
To note correspondence from Rural Payments Agency, confirming receipt of RLE1 application for land registration of Monkwood Green (& Sinton Green) Common.

Duly noted.

e.
To note correspondence to Malvern Hills DC regarding their historical allocation of a Common Register Number for Monkwood Green and Sinton Green.

Chased up direct with DCllr Clarke for assistance.
f.
To note application to Rural Payments Agency for a (CPH) land holding number for Monkwood Green SSSI (& Sinton Green Common).
A local resident advised that the CPH number for Monkwood Green may be: 17/499/0074 (north west section). RPA has since confirmed that the number (Monkwood Green, nr Woodlands) is: 17/499/0197.
g.
To note submission of application to Natural England to extend the timescales (window of opportunity) for enclosing and grazing 10% land area of Monkwood Green SSSI.

Updated consent for March 2017 onwards received from Nick Button for grazing that will need signing and sending back. The previous permission covers up to the end of February 2017. 
h.
Update regarding progress with grazing contractor and livestock insurance.

A member of the public offered to assist in re-establishing contact with the contractor.
i.
Update regarding hedge and scrub maintenance outside The Croft, Monkwood.

A resident of Monkwood Green has voluntarily arranged and paid for scrub clearance outside The Croft. Members expressed their sincere thanks for this.
j.
Update concerning work to be undertaken by Duckworth Trust in early 2017. Approval in principal to pay for two days work by Duckworth Trust coordinator
 and equipment hire - approx £195 plus VAT. Motion to propose an invoice threshold for such work.

Monday 16th January 2017 – scrub overgrowth clearance, tree pruning as required by management group. 27th February 2017 - pond clearance, focusing on largest pond, in particular of pond side vegetation, willow pruning and bulrush.
Members agreed a £300 max threshold for work by Duckworth.

178/16
Sinton Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
None.
179/16
Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
i. Update on progress regarding traffic bollards in Grimley approach road (in order to prevent dangerous parking). Report on site meeting Friday 18th November, 11am.

It was agreed at the site meeting that landowners should be asked to assist with clearing out the ditches – Cllr Woodhouse to manage.

Members approved this course of action, confirming that it is critical that the ditches and gullies are cleared to prevent future flooding.

Once the ditches are excavated and the verges levelled, Highways are to install traffic rails on both sides of the road. Approx. 80 foot in length in total Written permission for the ditch and verge work is to be obtained from Highways. Gateway must remain in situ at request of tenant farmer. Rails can be installed by Highways before April 2017. Parish Council to pay for half of bollards. 

ii. To consider quotations for site preparation.

Members agreed that the 1st quote was entirely unaffordable:

£ 3,750.00 plus VAT. The 2nd quote was considered to be more acceptable but may become unnecessary if landowners assist with ditch clearance:£1350.00 plus VAT
Members instructed the Clerk to hold fire until Cllr Woodhouse has had a chance to speak to the landowners.
iii. To consider and motion to accept quotation from Highways for bird rails (traffic bollards) to be placed in Grimley approach road: £254.95.
 

The amount stated above is half of the total cost for the bollards and is what the parish council would need to pay WCC in order for the work to proceed. Members fully approved this payment, subject to the preparatory work being arranged and signed off.
180/16
Parish wide facilities and events -To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To note and discuss the intention of BT to remove the public payphones in Grimley, Monkwood Green and Sinton Green. To formulate a response to the BT consultation, deadline 28th December 2016.

Three public payphone in the parish (Monkwood, Sinton Green and Grimley village) are scheduled for removal.  Objections can be submitted but have to be justified. MHDC is collecting responses online by 28 December 2016.
Cllr Lewis closed the meeting to allow the general public to speak:

One resident requested that the telegraph pole at Monkwood Green would need to be removed at the same time as the phone equipment removal, so that the Parish Council do not then become responsible for a redundant telegraph pole on parish land. Members approved this. No objections from members of the public were received.

Cllr Lewis re-opened the meeting.
Members questioned whether the electricity supply would remain to the boxes. Members had no comment to make on the loss on the phones themselves. Members approved the entire removal of the phone and box at Sinton Green. Members approved to request to purchase the red phone boxes at Monkwood Green and Grimley village for a total of £2 from BT. Further discussion as to future use of the red boxes to be added to a future agenda.
b.

To reaffirm approval for purchase of life saving equipment
 for Monkwood Green and Sinton Green ponds, in light of deferral of defibrillator project. Clerk to present a cheaper option of 25m life safety line [£23.74 each, including VAT] and housing [£28.26 each, including VAT]
Members approved the updated quotation and approved purchase. Cllrs Marsh and Jones to install.
c.

Discussion and debate regarding rural bus services. 
Members noted Cllr Grove previous confirmation that no financial contribution towards maintaining bus services was currently required. There are no plans to change parish bus services at this time. 
Cllr Lewis closed the meeting to allow the general public to speak:
A resident mentioned that some of the bus drivers (particularly the 308 into Worcester) do not for passes to be scanned and so records of passenger numbers are not being kept. 

Cllr Lewis re-opened the meeting.
181/16
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
All issues had been discussed and resolved elsewhere.
182/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Peace Hall Management Committee.

The Peace Hall has received divisional funds from both CCllr and DCllr to total of £1200. Work to be undertaken once additional funding is obtained: 

· Replacement of rotting guttering and piping;
· kitchen extensive refurbishment, including replacement kitchen units and appliances, upgrading of existing electrics and plumbing, disabled access and new flooring;
· new non slip flooring to comply with Health and Safety Regulations; and
· improving the Car Park (in 18 months plus time).

A considerable amount of fund raising will be required. Up to £1500 may be requested from the Parish Council. 
b.

Ball Mill (Tarmac) Quarry Liaison Committee.

Minutes of last meeting displayed on noticeboards. The Clerk is to circulate the newly drafted restoration scheme once received.

183/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

The Clerk to instruct the Lengthsman to cut the top Grimley triangle and also to remind him to remove the debris along the top of the verges by New Inn, Sinton Green.
184/16     General Finance.

a.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts.
b.

To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliations for October and November.

Members accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliations without comment and it was duly signed by the Chair. 
The Clerk updated Members on recent correspondence with Lloyds bank to ascertain why cheque books being received were not continuous. Additional security measures instigated whilst this investigation is underway: Cllr Marsh viewed all pervious bank statements, noted no unusual activity and signed to confirm that all banked cheques are accounted for. Subsequent bank statements to be scrutinised at future meetings, to ensure that all outgoing moneys have been properly authorised. Clerk to continue to chase up Lloyds bank for an explanation.
c.

To consider an annual subscription to Local Councils Update 

Members declined this subscription on the basis that CALC should provide any critical information.
d.
Budget 2017/18. Debate and Motion to accept the Final Proposal: to raise precept by 5% (£787). This raises each individual household bill by approx. £2.78 across the year (Band D property). To note correspondence from MHDC of deadline for supply of precept: 31st January 2017, confirmation of tax base: 282.57 and confirmation of nil parish grant.

Members of the public were invited to make comments but had none to make. Members approved precept rise by 5% and instructed the Clerk to confirm this amount with MHDC by the deadline. The precept for 2017/18 will therefore be £16537.50.

e.
Record security. To revisit and evaluate current security procedures. Also to approve and signed the updated risk assessment for parish council IT/paper records.

Members agreed to two USB sticks being loaded with critical information and stored with Cllrs Stanley and Marsh whilst they remain in office. Clerk to look into iCloud storage.
185/16

Items for future agenda.  

a.
Setting a timetable for a comprehensive and detailed Parishioner Consultation in 2017, regarding the future of Monkwood Green Common and SSSI. NB. This is in light of the above probable increase in the precept for 2017/18 in order to continue to maintain this facility.
 

The Chair opened the meeting to the public. Residents stated that rights of access need to be retained by residents. No objections to the consultation were received. One member of public approved the concept of the sale of Monkwood Common, provided that it resulted in no change for residents. Residents agreed that volunteers cannot continue the current rate of work and input much longer. Members instructed the Clerk to put together a plan, to place an update in the parish magazine, and to provide residents with flyers informing them of the consultation and how to respond.
b.
CALC meeting Wednesday 14th December at 7:30pm at County hall, Worcester. – 
To note the date of the scheduled Worcestershire County Council Election, 4th May 2017. (Nb. Parish elections are due in 2019)

A member of the public requested exploration of play equipment for Sinton Green. This had previously been rejected in 2016 on the basis of cost, but Cllr Marsh to reinvestigate possible sources of funding.

Members noted the intention to clear the pond on Sinton Green and that the reeds would be treated.

Cllr Stanley noted that the public right of way crossing the medieval fishponds in Grimley village is often flooded. Clerk to seek information as to whether this is a scheduled monument and whether remedial works by volunteer residents would be allowed.
186/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a. Notification of Consultation on the Wychavon District and Malvern Hills District Draft Shop Front Design Guide Supplementary Planning Documents (September 2016).

b. Age UK Reconnections Programme letter dated 3rd October 2016. Reconnections is a service offering practical and emotional support to those feeling lonely or isolated. Call 01905 740954 or email reconnections@ageukhw.org.uk for more information.

c. Letter and flyer advertising ‘Branching Out Tree Care’.  This commercial business undertakes felling, topping and pruning and recycles tree waste in order to protect the environment and has an 24hr emergency call out service. Call 01905 888498.

d. Clerks & Councils Direct November 2016 Issue 108. (Excellent article on parish council insurance what is compulsory and what is optional).

e. Response from Harriett Baldwin MP re Local Government Finance Settlement. 31 Oct 2016.

HDC notification of publication of Register of Electors 2017. To note that the Clerk has requested a copy, plus updates.
187/16     Dates for diary. - none
 188/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

Monday 23rd January 2017, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton 
Green. The press and public are cordially invited.
Appendix 1: Items for payment. 


	


	Grant Thornton UK LLP
	External Audit 2015/16: Our Ref: GPC201620

Invoice: 8612878.
	120.00
	VAT 20.00

	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk wages [October] (£350.08) plus 1 month expenses £98.02
	448.10
	VAT 3.50

	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk wages [November] (£350.08) plus 1 month expenses £61.46
	411.54
	VAT 5.49


Chair     ...........................
(January 2017)
Appendix 2

Report provided by PCSO Ness Snape

Grimley is a lovely Parish to live in, with very little crime to speak of, but like all other rural Parish’s, it must remain vigilant. Over the last 12 months there have been break in’s in outbuildings, sheds and garages and items of value taken, such as Quad Bikes, sit on Lawn Mowers etc. Traditionally these are seasonal offences in the autumn and winter months. However in the last 12 to 18 months these crimes have continued non stop. 

It is a timely reminder to everyone to check their outside security. Check security features such as alarms are the batteries up to date? Does the sensor light work? Are the sensors in the correct place to detect motion?  Is the padlock good enough on the shed? Is there anything which could be made more secure? 

Stopping someone wanting to break in is the answer.

Ensure your valuables which ‘live’ in an outbuilding, are marked. A visible deterrent is best, such as Cre Mark. This is a permanent marker, which is then lacquered over, making removal impossible. This can be used on mowers, chain saws, quads, bikes etc. This can be obtained via Cre Products.co.uk, via the internet. 

Other products are available.

For anyone who would like security advice for outbuildings, shed, etc and or their home security too, we have the availability of Ian White. Ian is the Business and Rural Crime Prevention Liaison Officer, working for both Wychavon and Malvern Hills District Councils.  His services are free, and everyone who has been referred to date has been exceptionally pleased with the results. 

If this is a service anyone would like to take up, please contact the Safer Neighbourhood Policing team on 01905 725780, and leave you contact details, name and address, and we will ‘do the rest’.

Grimley Parish Council meetings 2017
All 2017 meetings on a Monday, 7.30pm, Peace Hall, Sinton Green, unless otherwise stated.

	23rd January

	20th February

	20th March

	10th April 7pm - Annual Parish Meeting

NB. The above. The Annual Parish or Town Meeting is not a ‘normal’ monthly parish council meeting. It is a meeting of the parish or town electors, organised by the Parish Council. Electors can contribute to the agenda and in practice these meetings often celebrate local activities and debate current issues in the community. It is an opportunity for parishioners on the Electoral Roll to raise any matters of concern to them that relates to their local community. It would be helpful to have written notice of any matters to be raised but it is not essential. Matters can be raised at the meeting without prior notice. (Annual Parish Meetings must be held between 1st March 1st June each year).



	22nd May 7.15pm - Annual Meeting of Grimley Parish Council

NB. The above is an annual meeting of Parish Cllrs, where appointments for the following take place: chairman, vice-chairman, committee members and representatives to other bodies. The public may not speak at this meeting, though they are cordially invited to attend to observe proceedings. (Standing orders states "In a year which is not an (parish) election year, the annual meeting of a council shall be held on such day in May as the council may direct at 7.15pm".)

22nd May 7.30pm - Meeting of Grimley Parish Council

NB. The above is the normal monthly Parish Council meeting



	12th June

NB. Important Audit accounts for 2016/17 will be signed off at the above meeting



	17th July

	18th September

	23rd October

	20th November

	4th December


� Order code GPC201617 subject to approval.


� Order code GPC201616. 


� Order code GPC201631.


� Order code for site preparation GPC201634 if approved. Quotations being sought at time of publication.


� Order code for knee rail bollards GPC201637 if approved


� Grimley village still currently retains a red phone box which would need to be adopted by the Parish Council if this asset (the box, not the phone) is not to be lost.


� Order code GPC201610. Approved 23/05/2016.


� Nothing more than the setting of a broad timetable will take place at this agenda item. Parishioners wishing to be kept informed of similar agenda items in 2017 may write/email the Clerk to be added to the consultation correspondence list. clerkgrimleypc@gmail.com






