

ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST JULY 2016 IN ELMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 PM



Present:
Councillors
Roger Clift (Chairman)







Ann Carter (Vice Chairman)

Bernard Brown

Charles Caddick
Tim Ireson




In Attendance:

Sylvia Clift (Clerk)








District Cllr. Lynn Duffy 
David Manning, Wychavon’s Rural Communities Manager, gave a presentation about the project to identify and support old and vulnerable people in rural communities. Councillors expressed support and the Clerk would contact Elmley Lovett PC about the possibility of co-operating.
County Councillor Maurice Broomfield

The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, reflected on the enormous contribution Maurice had made as the Parish’s County Councillor. Over many years he had attended meetings of the Parish Council and had supported projects, both financially and personally, within the Parish. His wisdom, advice, and friendship will be sadly missed. In a short period of silence Councillors remembered his huge contribution to the Elmbridge community.
















1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Andrew Halfpenny, District Cllr Tony Miller. 
2. Police Report

There had been several incidents of fraud in the area with at least two in the Parish. Offenders had claimed to be from the Metropolitan Police Fraud Squad and had extracted money, credit cards, etc., under false pretences. Warnings were also given about a rise in shed and garden crime. 
3. Declarations of Interest 
None.
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 25th May 2016 


The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. 

Matters arising
5.1. Telephone Kiosk in Cutnall Green (Item 5.1)
This had opened on 11th June and was stocked with books
5.2 Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration (Item 5.2) 
This had been a successful event. Full details were reported in the Parish Magazine.
6.  General 
6.1 Lengthsman Update. 
· Drains had been cleared in Elmbridge Lane and Addis Lane, Purshull Green Lane and Crown Lane. 
· Foliage had been cleared from signs in Cutnall Green.
· Grips had been dug out in Watery Lane.

       The Clerk would ask the Lengthsman to trim foliage around grit bins.
6.2 Highways.

· Three potholes had been repaired in Addis Lane. 
· The footpath from Apsley House to the bungalows on the A442 still needed attention, together with the stretch from Apsley House to the Knoll...
· The tree roots in Elmbridge Lane (Ref; 6888686) still had not been removed. District Cllr. Lynn Duffy would take this up with Highways.

· Highways had been notified about surplus road signs in the Village Hall Car Park
6.3 New Home Bonus

The Council’s application for funding for the SmartWater scheme had been only partially successful. Application had been made for the full cost, £1708.80, but only £1025.28 would be made available. District Cllr. Lynne Duffy who was a member of the Executive Board at Wychavon DC, but by protocol was unable to speak on Elmbridge’s behalf at the Board’s decision making meeting, advised that other Parish Councils with similar SmartWater proposals had been granted 100% of the cost. Councillors expressed their 
anger and dissatisfaction at the way this had been handled by Wychavon and the unfair decision that had been reached. The Chairman would write to the Leader of the Council about this. Additional funding to make up the shortfall could be sought from the Police and Crime Commissioner or the Parish’s County Councillor.

7. Finance

7.1 Current Balance


The balance on the Current Account was £11980.72
7.2 Payments

            The following payments were approved


Elmbridge Village Hall                £12.00 (Room Hire)
D
David Miles
     £180.00 (Lengthsman)

7.3 Audit

· A Satisfactory Report had been received from the Internal Auditor and her fee had been paid.
· The External Audit had been completed by the due date.
8. Planning
8.1 5 The Granary, Elmbridge Lane. Approval had been given for the replacement of patio doors, new folding sliding doors with enlarged opening to the kitchen, and an enclosed rear porch
8.2 Cornshire Field Farm. Permission had been refused for change of use of land to private gypsy and traveller site and the removal of conditions to allow permanent occupation of the site by any gypsy or traveller and to allow more than two caravans.
8.3 Barn End, Cashes Farm. Enforcement officers had visited and confirmed that the works in the garden needed planning permission. The owner had agreed to apply.

9. Correspondence

A list detailing 24 items of correspondence and relevant emails was circulated to Councillors. In addition several update emails had been received from CALC.

10. Items of Interest

10.1 A by-election for the County Council vacancy was to be held on 11th August. There were three candidates.
10.2 Gigaclear had approached residents with a scheme to provide Superfast Broadband to parts of Elmbridge, and neighbouring parishes, via fibre optic cabling since the provision by BT Open Reach would not be available to outlying properties in the Parish.

11. Next meeting


Thursday 15th September 2016

Future dates arranged were:
Thursday 17th November 2016
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