	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 15th August  2016 at 7.30pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor Mrs. L. Green
                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mr. J. Gammond     
                Dist. Cllr. Becky Vale  (left 8.20)
               2 Members of the public were present.                                    
	Councillor Mr. C Grainger

Councillor Mrs. C Gammond

Councillor Mr. B. Phillips

Councillor Mr. R. Jennings

 Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)
PC Stephen Thomas

	1.
	Police Report 
In just over a month there had only been 3 crimes in the parish.
However, there was still evidence of speeding traffic, (e.g. Renault Clio with reg number on 12th August DK03SYG speeding up and down the parish) and also complaints about some cars (which were apprehended in Eymore lane) throwing fireworks from their car windows.
It was noted that many thefts were opportunist – in taking items left unattended or not locked up, (as was the case recently in Crundalls Lane) and it was moved that people should be advised (via the next newsletter) not to become complacent about securing their property.
Issues concerning possible indiscrimate parking and traffic problems were also discussed in light of the forthcoming special SVR Flying Scotsman event.  Areas requiring attention – Northwood Lane, and Eymore – were highlighted for police attention.
Incidents of Motorbikes riding around in fields were advised and flagged for possible police attention, and details of a suspicious person seen in Low Habberley were discussed.  

Smartwater – PC Thomas advised that the police could provide 375 Smartwater kits at 50% cost.  The police would deliver the kits to each household, train householders how to use the kit and at the same time, advise householders about security in their particular property.  A decision on whether to go ahead with the purchase would be made later in the meeting.
Public Local Forum
A question was asked about signs being erected concerning the status of Hollies Lane.  Although Cllr. Mrs. Gammond had requested signs from the Countryside Services, Mr. Collins had requested that the signs should be official “Highways” Restricted Byway  signs. If the latter, then contravention can result with the police being able to prosecute those who do not heed the sign.  Cllr. G. Yarranton would follow this up with Highways department at the County Council. 

	2.
	Apologies for Absence – 
No absences.  All present.

	3.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. J. Gammond and Mrs C Gammond declared interests as being members of the Village Hall committee.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook and also an interest in the Area Green Belt Review.  Cllr. B. Phillips advised a pecuniary interest in respect of the churchyard Grant.  
District Cllr. Becky Vale advised that she was now a member on the DC Planning Committee.  Cllr. C. Grainger declared an interest in respect of the planning application   16/3041TE concerning a communications mast on his land at Grey Green Farm.

	4.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 18th July 2016 were approved and signed, with some minor amendments.

	5.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
· Bus services – Cllr. Yarranton made the meeting aware of a complaint which had been made against Diamond buses, and he outlined what he felt was the County Council’s duty to support and retain bus services, particularly in the rural areas. 
· British Horse Society – Cllr. Becky Vale had followed up the slippy road services with some support from the British Horse Society.  County Council Highways Dept. had been out to look at the problems, and agreed that there was a problem.  However, they could look at the surfaces being dressed with an anti-skid surface, but the priority for doing this may be a problem.  Cllr. Gordon Yarranton advised that he may have more information about this after 24th August. 
Clerk had also received e-mails from two residents in Crundalls Lane, complaining about the slippy surface
· Superfast Broadband  - Cllr. Becky Vale advised that she thought some of the local cabinets were being updated, and offered assistance with any Broadband issues.  Cllr. Gammond asked if the clerk could find out what percentage of people from the parish had responded to the most recent survey.

· New Wyre Forest Leisure Centre – accessibility  Cllr. Chris Grainger asked for details of bus services to the new centre, as there seemed to be an issue of accessibility to it for youngsters, particularly from rural areas. Cllr. Becky Vale advised she would try to find out more information.
· Drains and potholes – reported for attention by Cllr. Yarranton, included
·  Hoarstone Lane – still in bad state.  
· on crossroads at Trimpley (top of Halls Farm Lane)

· on road to Low Habberley from Trimpley

The following potholes and road surface problems were also reported to Cllr. Yarranton for County Council attention:

a) Potholes at Top of Crundalls Lane

b) Upper Birch Lane – which was supposed to have been re-surfaced two years ago – now in a very bad condition.

c) Pothole By Guildings, Eymore Lane – marked 28 days ago, but not repaired.
· Japanese Knot weed, Mount Pool – Cllr. Yarranton advised that Paul Allen – District Ranger was aware of the problem and the weed had been sprayed. The dead weed must now be left to decompose on the surface, and it will need spraying again several times.  Cllr. Yarranton advised that he would arrange spraying as necessary.  It was noted that there appeared to be further clumps of the weed in Northwood Lane, and also at the Black Pools on Trimpley Green.  
· Hoarstone Lane – jetted and will be monitored.  
· Resurfacing of  Crundalls Lane – The road had been classified as a Minor usage road – so therefore would only be tarred and gritted every 5 years or so.  
· Charging VA Sign & Batteries – Clerk had given serial number to Westcotec, who advised that they would collect for repair.  Clerk requested Cllr. Phillips to liaise direct to arrange collection.
· Fly tipping: Eymore lane – had been removed.
· Arley Estate car Park – Eymore Lane – to prevent cars using as a racing track – in one entrance and out of another, Clerk was requested to write to Arley Estate and ask if one entrance could be blocked off. 
· CCTV re Flytipping –  Clerk had e-mailed Cllr. I Hardiman asking if CCTV could deployed in the Parish to counter the many incidents of flytipping.  If not, enquiries were to be made as to how much the annual costs had been in removing fly-tipping from this parish.  Clerk to follow up accordingly.
· Flytipping  - at Black Pools – Trimpley Common.   A TV Stand had been collected but TV still there.  Cllr. Yarranton would get picked up.
· Outsourced “Hub” – matters reported do not always receive a reference number since the hub has been outsourced for operation.  This made it difficult to follow up items. 

	6.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
16/0041/EIA – Construction of Powder Activated Carbon Dosing Unit and alterations to the Pump House at Trimpley Reservoir  by Severn Trent Water
Awaiting decision
16/0325 – Park Attwood Clinic – Conversion of Clinic to 6 x 2 Bedroom and 1 x 3 Bedroom appartment, extension to existing staff house, erection of 4 new dwellings and erection of Garage Block

Awaiting decision
b) Planning Applications considered

16/0430 Proposed raised caravan base and associated earthworks at FARM VIEW HILL FARM, NORTHWOOD LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121AT.
Comment: “We feel that the plans presented are particularly poor and it is therefore

difficult to offer any meaningful comment.  There are no plans to show the “existing” in relation to the “proposed”.   The plans also clearly indicated “Caravan 1” and “Caravan 2” – to what does this refer?  Exactly what is going on to the top of the base, and is this base therefore for 2 caravans?  We are therefore unable to offer comment on the plans presented.”

16/0430 Proposed raised caravan base and associated earthworks at FARM VIEW HILL FARM, NORTHWOOD LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121AT.

Comment: “We feel that the plans presented are particularly poor and it is therefore difficult

to offer any meaningful comment.  There are no plans to show the “existing” in relation to the “proposed”.   The plans also clearly indicated “Caravan 1” and “Caravan 2” – to what does this refer?  Exactly what is going on to the top of the base, and is this base therefore for 2 caravans?  We are therefore unable to offer comment on the plans presented.”
16/0465/CERTE   Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness: Use of building as dwelling for a continuous period of more than 4 years
Site: OAK MEADOW FARM, HONEYBROOK LANE, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115QS
Comment: “We do not agree that this certificate of lawfulness should be granted.  The Parish records concerning this site go back to 1987, when the building was erected to be a calf pen, about which the Parish Council objected, as construction was residential in design, with residential features such as a chimney and fireplace, and residential windows. After this, we reported, as feared, that the building was being used for residential purposes, and it was the subject of an appeal and enforcement notices when assurances were given that it would not be used for residential purposes.  There is also insufficient information on the application form.  The first part of Item 10 on the form has not been completed, and there is mention of a 4+ bedroom house, of which we have no knowledge or information.  We are not happy that, despite the very long and chequered history of this site, and despite claims of various uses, the applicant can now use a claimed usage as a residence for 4 years to contravene all of the various notices issued against this.  We therefore feel that the long history with measures and notices against such usage should not be cheapened by a claim of 4 years of illegitimate use to gain a certificate of lawfulness.”
16/0474 Application for: Proposed front single storey porch and access ramp at TARNWOOD, CRUNDALLS LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121ND.
Comment: “No objection and recommend approval”

16/3041/TE  Proposal: Replacement of 14.7m high mast with proposed 15m high mono structure supporting 1No. 600mm diameter dish, installation of 2 No. equipment cabinets at ground level, plus associated ancillary development at GREY GREEN FARM, CRUNDALLS LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121NF
Comment: “We have no objections to the siting and appearance of the equipment with the screening as described in the submitted plans”.
b) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i)  Easter Cottage -    a Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) had been served on the owner which had been returned and it now needed Planning Committee authority to proceed with formal Enforcement Proceedings.         
ii) Crundalls Cottage –  The appeal had been dismissed and plans indicating the applicants proposals to remove/reduce the size of the extension to address the Inspectors reasons for dismissal, had been received, but  Wyre Forest planners found these to be unacceptable.  Alternative proposals were being sought.   .
iii)Trimpley Green Farm  - Clerk to chase for progress on this.
iv) Large Caravan at the bottom of Hoarstone Lane – enforcement were aware of this, but it was not actually in this parish.
c) Matters relating to the Solar Park Development at Trimpley Reservoir.
Nothing further to report.
d) Local Plan and Green Belt Review – Clerk had no news of when the September presentation was to take place on this item.  Clerk to follow up. 

	7.
	Progress Reports / Correspondence, and other Outstanding Items
a) Tree Planting and Tree Identification within the Parish  
Due to lack of labour help in planting and on-going maintenance required, Mr. Ivor Hayward had verbally advised that he would not be going forward with the tree planting which had been suggested adjacent to the Habberley Valley circular walk.  

In respect of two oak trees immediately outside Bite Farmhouse, Alvan Kingston of Wyre Forest District had advised that these should be protected, and would indeed be the subject of TPOs being arranged for these in the near future.
b) Smartwater Provision within the Parish and Crime Prevention
It was unanimously RESOLVED to go ahead with provision a Smartwater kit for each household in the parish.  Funding of this (at a low rate of £8.90 per household) would be split 50/50 between West Mercia Constabulary, and the Parish Council.  PC Stephen Thomas to be advised of this decision, and to arrange ordering of the kits, and distribution to households. 
c) Habberley Valley Entrance - steps from Valley Close.– Although Paul Allen (Ranger) had cleared some of this entrance way, a small part at the top was reported to be in private ownership.  It was RESOLVED that clearance of this section should be done by the Lengthsman – with payment to be made out of Parish Footpath reserves. H

	8.
	Lengthsman – 
Tabled an invoice for £240.  Cllr. Green asked if lengthsman could be asked to remove and clear away the sprayed weeds on the footway between Ferndale and Low Habberley.  

	9.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s PAYE - £61.60
Clerk’s Expenses - £79.64
Lengthsman – £240

	10
	Road Accident

 Cllr. J. Gammond raised the matter of cars still missing warning signs on approach from Low Habberley to Trimpley crossroads that they were approaching a junction, and were shooting across the crossroads without stopping.  The signage (of approaching a “give way”) had been looked at before, and was considered by County Council to be adequate.
It was not known what else could be done before a serious accident may occur.

	11.
	Other Matters

Concert in Habberley Valley – it was noted that a Free Concert had been held in Habberley Valley last weekend.
Broadband survey – Clerk to ascertain the most recent position in respect of Superfast Broadband provision in the parish, and to enquire as to the percentage response to the most recent survey from people from this parish.

	12.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  confirmed as 19th September at 7.30p.m.
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
                                          Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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