

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27 September 2016.

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr S Seymour, Mrs A Jones, Mr B Porter, Mr M Gloster, 


Mr R Nash, Mr D Fereday
In attendance:   Ms S Rouse (District Cllr – part meeting), Mr A Warburton (District Cllr – part meeting), Mr P Tuthill (County councillor – part meeting), J Barker (clerk), four members of the public (part meeting)
56/16
Apologies
There were apologies from Peter Hawkins, Graham Jones and Peter King
57/16
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



Mr Sharp declared an interest in planning application 16/01150/FUL as a recent former owner of the property.
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 
None
Meeting closed for Open Forum
Mr Ralph asked how far the proposed 30mph speed limit will extend along the A4103. The chairman outlined the possible outcomes and confirmed that he had recently written to the chief executive of Worcestershire County Council to request that the recommended speed limit changes be implemented now that work to extend the school is underway. 
Valda Cane outlined 1st Leigh Guides application for a donation of £600 to purchase three android tablets to access resources, most of which are now provided online. (Minute 64/16b)
The chairman thanked the speakers for their contributions and the parish council meeting was reconvened.
58/16
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council meeting and annual meeting held on 26 July were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Nash and approved unanimously.
59/16
Reports from representatives of other bodies:

The reports of the district and county councillors were deferred until later in the meeting
Item 64/16 was considered next for the benefit of members of the public present.

64/16
To consider applications for grants and donations
a) Leigh & Bransford Badgers FC
Leigh & Bransford Badgers had applied for a contribution towards the cost of purchasing new goals and nets at a cost of £1296.18

The matter was discussed and the valuable contribution of the club to young people in the parish was noted. Mr Seymour proposed a contribution of £800 be granted; Mr Gloster seconded and it was agreed unanimously. 
b) 1st Leigh Guides
1st Leigh Guides had applied for £600 to purchase three android tablets. The matter was discussed and it was agreed that tablets would be very useful for the group now that most resources are online. Mr Seymour proposed the donation of £600 be granted, Mr Porter seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
60/16
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) Overhanging hedges – Suckley Road and Bank House
The clerk had written to the owners of Laburnum Cottage. Since the hedge is still obstructing the pavement it was agreed the matter should now be referred to WCC highways. 

Bank House hedge – Mr Porter stated that some parts of the hedge are still causing problems. The Chairman agreed to speak to the manager of the Bank House
The Chairman reported a hedge overhanging the road from one of the cottages on the A4103 opposite the entrance to Chapel Lane. The chairman to confirm the location and inform the clerk.

2) Blocked drains – Sherridge Road. The matter is being dealt with by South Worcs Drainage dept. An enforcement notice has been issued to the landowner to clear the outflow from a pond adjacent to the road.
3) Ditch clearance – Leigh Road. The work has now been completed – to be removed from the agenda.
4) Pothole repairs outside The Fox – WCC have referred this to Severn Trent.
5) Parking in Leigh Sinton – The matter is ongoing and needs to be monitored and reported to the police for enforcement as and when required. To be removed from the agenda.
6) Speeding and speed limits – The chairman has written to the chief executive of Worcester County Council requesting that the recommended changes to speed limits on the A4103 be implemented now that the development work is underway at Leigh & Bransford Primary School.
7) Enquiry re road safety during club cycling event - The Highway Events Coordinator for West Mercia police safer roads team had provided an outline of the regulations applicable to cycling events and this was read out for the benefit of the meeting. He confirmed that he would contact the cycling club concerned – VC Sevale Cycling Club – to advise them of the safety concerns raised and remind them that event marshals cannot stop traffic. To be removed from the agenda.
8) Overhanging trees – land close to Leigh Church. The matter is in the hands of WCC highways
9) A4103 flooding – request for culvert improvement at Chapel Lane. No update.

10) Ruts at the side of the road and road surface – Leigh. Mr Sharp reported that WCC highways had looked at the area and decided no action is needed in the area by Leigh Church, but action should be taken to repair the ruts on Dingle Road.
Mr Seymour noted that the white stop line at the exit from the Bank House car park has worn away. The clerk to write to the Bank House requesting it be reinstated and suggesting a ‘give way’ sign is also displayed.

11) Missing white lines at Bank House roundabout – WCC highways has confirmed that the matter has been passed to the lining contractor for assessment.
12) Parked cars blocking the footway opposite the Bank House – There is no longer a problem. The matter to be removed from the agenda.
13) Stocks Lane – sinking pothole repairs – The matter to be referred to councillor Tuthill later in the meeting.
61/16
Planning
a) To elect a chairman for the planning committee

The chairman proposed Mr Seymour, Mr Gloster seconded and it was agreed unanimously. 
Mr Seymour took the chair for this section of the meeting.
b)  Minutes of the planning meeting held on 23 August
 The minutes were proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Nash and accepted unanimously.
c) Updates on ongoing planning matters 
There were no updates.
d) To consider a response to Malvern Hills District Council decision notice – planning application 16/00539/FUL, The annexe at The Oast House, Gilberts Farm, Chapel Lane, Bransford

Following examination of the reasons for the refusal it was agreed that MHDC planning department had made the correct decision.

Mr Gloster noted that MHDC had taken five months after consultations to reach a decision. The variation in the time taken to validate applications was also noted, with the Kiln House application taking several months, whereas the Bransford Garage application (16/01268/FUL) had been validated in one day. Mr Seymour raised the issue of the recent application for Oak View which had been due to a building regulations matter that should have been picked up on the initial application.
It was agreed that the parish council should write to the Chief Executive of MHDC to express concern about the planning department.

e) Planning applications received 
	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Notes

	16/14
	16/01005/CLE
	Lawful development certificate for an existing use of land as garden area
	2 Jacksons Bank
Bransford

WR6 5JB
	Approval
Proposed by MG,

Seconded by BP,

Approved unanimously
	n/a

	16/15
	16/01150/HOU
16/01151/LBC
	Replacement of two external doors
	Kiln House
Brockamin Lane

Leigh, WR6 5JZ
	Approval
Proposed by DF,
Seconded by MG,

Approved unanimously
	n/a

	16/16
	16/01268/FUL
	Conversion of Bransford Garage to automated filling station, two new underground fuel tanks, dispensing pumps, off set fill pipes, control cabin and canopy raise
	Bransford Service Station
Bransford

WR6 5JB
	Approval
Proposed by RN,

Seconded by MG,

Approved unanimously
	n/a


f) Planning decisions received from MHDC
16/00870/HOU

Woodman’s Cottage

Rear extension


Approval
16/00971/CLE

Woodside, Dragons Lane
Certificate of lawfulness
Approval

16/00795/FUL

The Brooklands, Brockamin
Change of use


Approval

16/00541/REM

Sinton Meadow


2 detached dwellings

Approval

16/00539/FUL

The Oast House


Change of use


Refusal

16/00653/S73

Oak View, Coles Green

Bungalow – escape facility
Approval

g) Neighbourhood plan update  
There was no update but Mr Sharp expressed concern regarding an Alfrick item in The Sphere stating that they would no longer be working towards a joint NDP with Leigh & Bransford. Mr Fereday clarified that the meaning was that the two groups would no longer be pooling knowledge and resources in working on their individual plans and did not mean to imply a joint plan was being made.

Mr Sharp took over as chair.

62/16
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) Royal Oak – The chairman confirmed that the Royal Oak has now been registered as an asset of community value.

b) Allotment provision – No update. To be removed from the agenda until action is to be taken
 c)
Damaged bridge on footpath – The chairman had reported the matter to WCC and it has been passed to 
the Countryside dept. Mrs Jones to monitor the situation.
d)
Dog fouling – Leigh Sinton – Progress has been made and the situation has improved. To remove from the agenda.
e) Re-design of parish website – The website redesign is almost complete and will go live as soon as the domain is transferred.
f) Cleaning of village gates – The chairman to ask the new temporary Lengthsman to look at this once in post.
g) Signage at Guinness Park Farm – The matter has been dealt with. 
h) Temporary replacement for parish council Lengthsman – The chairman is meeting with a potential temporary Lengthsman, Robert Wilkes on 29/9 with a view to an immediate start.
i) Blocked public footpath – cornfield by Stocks Lane – The matter has been reported to the local paths warden. Mr Seymour to liaise with him.
Councillor Tuthill joined the meeting at this point.
63/16
To consider applications for co-option 

Applications from Mr Philip Ralph and Mr Peter King were read out, together with a letter from Leigh & Bransford Badgers in support of Mr Ralph’s application.

On a show of hands Mr Ralph received one vote, Mr King received five votes and there was one abstention. The chairman declared that Mr King was duly co-opted to the parish council.


Mr Ralph queried the procedure by which an election could be called to fill a casual vacancy and the chairman explained the process.


Mr Ralph left and councillors Warburton and Rouse joined the meeting at this point.
64/16
To consider applications for grants and donations

The matter had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.
65/16
South Worcestershire Rural Communities Programme report

The report summarising the results of the door knock had been circulated. Lillian Somervaille and Sarah Rouse, who had both taken part, talked through the findings noting isolation and loneliness as particular problems. The issues of promoting and facilitating community connectedness and information sharing in the parish were discussed. Possibilities discussed included welcome packs, newsletters and use of The Sphere. It was agreed that a working group should be set up to take the matter forward.
The meeting returned to item 59/16 to allow the district and county councillors to give their reports.

59/16
a) Worcestershire County Council

Councillor Tuthill gave a report on county council activities including updates on schools, road building and the local transport plan. 

Mr Sharp raised the issue of making the recommended changes to speed limits on the A4103 now that the extension to Leigh & Bransford School is underway and agreed to copy to Mr Tuthill the letter he had sent to WCC.


Concern was raised regarding some issues reported on the hub. A dangerous broken drain cover in Leigh had to be re-reported after highways initially took the view that no action was needed. It was subsequently repaired. Dips in recently repaired potholes in Stocks Lane were discussed and it was agreed they should be looked at again before they become dangerous. It was noted the work is still under guarantee. 

Councillor Tuthill noted the county council is having difficulty making arrangements to install the new piping across the Bank House golf course and requested the parish council approach the owner to facilitate the work. The parish council took the view that the onus is now on the county council to take this forward.

b) Malvern Hills District Council


Councillor Warburton reported on the recent decisions taken with regard to the future of Malvern Hills District Council buildings, noting some will be sold and others developed. It is hoped this will be more cost effective and facilitate interdepartmental working.


Mr Seymour outlined the parish council’s concerns regarding the planning department, including the length of time it is taking for plans to be made available on the website and for decisions to be made.


Councillors Rouse and Warburton reported they would be meeting with the leader and head of planning to discuss their concerns in the near future.


Councillors Tuthill, Warburton and Rouse left the meeting at this point.
66/16
Finance

a) Accounts paid – meeting 23 August 2016


Black Pear Garden Services 
 grass cutting- July 


£66.00

  Viking



office supplies



£76.52



PA Gardiner


grass cutting play area – august

£36.00


 
CAB



donation



£70.00



J Barker


clerk – august



£718.46



BGS



Lengthsman – July


£204.00



BGS



VAS – July



£40.50



SLCC



subs 2016/17



£149.00

b) Accounts passed for payment
BGS



Lengthsman – August


£99.00

BGS



VAS August



£20.00

J Barker


Re-imbursement –WIX


£74.25

Black Pear Garden Services
Grass cutting – August


£44.00

Memorial Hall


Hall hire March 2014 – August 2016
£966.00

J Barker


clerk – September


£709.22

Post Office


HMRC Q2



£46.38

Orion Computer Consultants
Domain fees



£93.75

1st Leigh Guides


Donation



£600.00

Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Gloster and agreed unanimously. 


b)  Balances

Current account
(at 31.08.2016)





£23,872.29



Savings account
(at 31.08.2016)





£4,875.46
67/16   Reports of committees and working groups
a. Footpath working Group 
No report
b. Memorial Hall
Mr Nash reported: 
· Mr Seymour had given a presentation to the Memorial Hall committee regarding the possible options for their proposed new heating system. The working group will investigate further and report back to the next meeting.

· A plant growing in the grounds believed to be Japanese knotweed had proved not to be and had been dealt with. 

· The playgroup has now moved out and work to the hall floor can now proceed. 

· Potholes in the drive are to be repaired.
· The hall committee has agreed to the installation of a set of gates as requested by the scouts.

· Notices relating to the hall to be passed to the chairman for posting on the parish council noticeboards.

68/16
Councillors reports and items for future consideration

The chairman reported he had been approached by the chairman of the Memorial Hall and that an 
application for a donation would be forthcoming.

The personnel committee needs to meet to finalise the clerk’s contract. Mr Fereday agreed to serve on 
this committee.
69/16
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 25 October

Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 22 November 


Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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