	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 19th September  2016 at 7.30pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor Mrs. L. Green
                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mr. J. Gammond     
                Dist. Cllr. Becky Vale  
                Dist. Cllr. Ian Hardiman

                                         
	Councillor Mr. C Grainger
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips

Councillor Mr. R. Jennings

 Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)
1 Member of the public was present

	1.
	Police Report (in absence) & Public Forum
Police were not in attendance – and sent apologies.

Clerk gave a verbal report of a very quiet month – according to the police – just two garage burglaries.  Cllr. Mrs C. Gammond had sent a report about a car accident at the bottom of Habberley Bank, which was then abandoned, and it was questioned whether had been stolen.
Other items raised for police attention – speeding cars going down Eymore lane, using car parks as race track.

People advising they wanted to pick holly for wreaths – calling on properties in Hollies Lane – thought to be checking out properties – hence need for Restricted Byway sign to be put up at the earliest opportunity by the Highways dept. of the County Council.

Clerk would give a more detailed report on Smartwater later in the meeting. 

	2.
	Apologies for Absence –   Police sent apologies.
Apologies received and approved for Cllr. C. Gammond

	3.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. J. Gammond declared an interest in being a member of the Village Hall committee.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook and also an interest in the Area Green Belt Review.  Cllr. B. Phillips advised a pecuniary interest in respect of the churchyard Grant.  
District Cllr. Becky Vale advised that she was now a member on the DC Planning Committee.  Cllr. C. Grainger declared an interest in respect of the planning application   16/3041TE concerning a communications mast on his land at Grey Green Farm.

	4.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 15th August 2016 were approved and signed, with one amendment.

	5.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
· Charging VA Sign & Batteries – Cllr. Phillips asked for the Clerk to forward the Wescotec contact again, and he would arrange collection.
Flying Scotsman – concerns re parking were again expressed, with special reference to Northwood and Eymore Lanes.  However, Cllr. Yarranton confirmed that the SVR had put on many more staff and were working in close liaison with the police in this respect.     
· Fly tipping – Report from Becky Vale Report and Clerk
Cllr. Becky Vale advised that the District Council now had CCTV equipment to use to combat fly-tipping.  Clerk had spoken to Mark Smith at the District Council who advised that they had 8 cameras, which would be deployed at 4 sites in pairs.  Clerk had asked if some of these could be sited in Kidderminster Foreign, and Mark Smith advised that he felt statistically there were more incidents of flytipping in Wolverley and Cookley, or Blakedown.  Clerk had advised that she felt this was incorrect.  Clerk to ask for a pair of CCTV cameras to be deployed in the parish – with the suggestion of Hoarstone Bank being the first ideal site.
The flytipping on Trimpley Common (near to the Black Pools) had been removed.

· New Relief road and New Leisure centre, Stourport Road Kidderminster – The new relief road was now open.  Cllr. Becky Vale said she had investigated bus services to the leisure centre from Trimpley and found the travel time (using 3 buses) was unacceptably long.  However, she questioned whether campaigning for additional specific bus provision was feasible, and what call there would be for this.  Councillors to advise if they thought that this was a strong requirement considering possible usage. 
· Arley Estate car Park – Eymore Lane – Clerk had written to Arley Estate, and only after chasing on the day of the September meeting had she received a reply stating that the Estate were happy with the car park (which had been built in accordance with the plans passed) and felt that their car park was better looked after, with less evidence of litter and abuse, than the Severn Trent Car park on the opposite side of the road – which did indeed only have one entrance/exit.  This was as reported from their daytime inspection of the site.  However, it was stated at the meeting that the abuse is often in the hours of darkness.  It was decided that Councillors should ask local parishioners (who had brought the matter to the Council for attention) to keep a log of anti-social behaviour in the car park to present as evidence to Arley Estate and/or police.
· Signage with particular reference to Trimpley Crossroads & Crundalls Lane
Councillor Yarranton was asking for better signage to draw motorists’ attention to dangerous road conditions – in particular signs stating “Slow”, “Horses” and “dangerous surface” in connection with these two sites. 
· Water coming up in middle of highway – Hoarstone Lane – it was reported that works had found two drains which highways did not know were there, and they were completely blocked – thus causing the eruption of the water.  These had been unblocked, and dealt with.  
· Upper Birch Lane – water coming up in middle of road.  Councillor Yarranton had been advised that remedial work would be done this year or as early as possible in 2017 – including resurfacing - and it was hoped that the surface conditions at Trimpley Crossroads and Crundalls lane could be done at the same time.
· Northwood Lane matters 

It was reported that the bins at this location were all full and overflowing.  These were not bins serviced by our Litter Collectors.
Trees – Cllr. James Gammond queried the problems in connection with some of the trees which required that some were to be felled (due to roots being compromised).  This had been promised in February (to be undertaken within 21 days).  Now some 9 months later it had not been done, and after chasing, Alvan Kingston had responded to Cllr. Gammond that it would be done in October.  


	6.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
16/0041/EIA – Construction of Powder Activated Carbon Dosing Unit and alterations to the Pump House at Trimpley Reservoir  by Severn Trent Water
Approved
16/0325 – Park Attwood Clinic – Conversion of Clinic to 6 x 2 Bedroom and 1 x 3 Bedroom appartment, extension to existing staff house, erection of 4 new dwellings and erection of Garage Block

Awaiting decision – although it was advised that it may be 2-3 months before this comes before the planning committee, as there are several planning issues which need to be settled in connection with the 106 agreement, and the type(s) of property being proposed.  Meantime, it was noted that the property was again on the market.
16/0430 Proposed raised caravan base and associated earthworks at FARM VIEW HILL FARM, NORTHWOOD LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121AT.
Approved.  Clerk advised that she had been notified that the raised base and associated earthworks proposed were no larger than the previous footprint.
16/0465/CERTE   Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness: Use of building as dwelling for a continuous period of more than 4 years
Site: OAK MEADOW FARM, HONEYBROOK LANE, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115QS
Refused – The Chair issued a vote of thanks to Cllr. Mrs. C Gammond for all the background research she had conducted on this case.  
16/0474 Application for: Proposed front single storey porch and access ramp at TARNWOOD, CRUNDALLS LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121ND.
Awaiting decision
16/3041/TE  Proposal: Replacement of 14.7m high mast with proposed 15m high mono structure supporting 1No. 600mm diameter dish, installation of 2 No. equipment cabinets at ground level, plus associated ancillary development at GREY GREEN FARM, CRUNDALLS LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121NF
Awaiting decision
b) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i)  Easter Cottage -    No more progress than had previously been reported.
ii) Crundalls Cottage –  No more progress than had previously been reported.   
iii)Trimpley Green Farm  - Clerk to chase for progress on this non-compliance to plans.
c) Local Plan and Green Belt Review – Clerk had no news of when the September presentation was to take place on this item.  Clerk & Cllr. Hardiman to follow up. 

	7.
	Progress Reports / Correspondence, and other Outstanding Items
a) Smartwater Provision within the Parish and Crime Prevention
Smartwater packs had been received by the police, and they would commence delivery to all houses.  Clerk would supply a list of households for the police to work to.  She also passed on the street signs for the lengthsman to erect, once siting had been agreed at the next meeting. Clerk to ask if there would be a possibility of a supply of a quantity of smaller signs.
b) Superfast Broadband  - Clerk reported that there had been two cabinets in Shatterford which had been upgraded and one at the Woodlands (Low Habberley).  However she did not have information on the percentage of reponses to the last survey, nor if the connections to the Arley Exchange had gone live.  Clerk would follow up.H
c) Term of Office and Election dates
Clerk advised that, in order to bring town and parish council elections in line with the District council, as a cost saving measure, it was now officially resolved by the Returning Officer that all elections would now take place in May 2019.  The implications for this Parish were that Councillors would now have to serve until that date, which in effect prolonged their office by one year to 5 years.  

	8.
	Lengthsman – An invoice for £215  was tabled and approved.
The lengthsman had tacked the weeds on the footpath from Low Habberley to Ferndale, but the entrance into Habberley Valley from Valley Close had not been cleared.  Cllr. Phillips would ask the lengthsman to tackle this.    

	9.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s PAYE - £61.60
Trimpley Village Hall – Room Rental - £65.00
Lengthsman – £215.00 
Messrs Archer – for work under P3 Scheme- clearance on footpaths - £391

b) External Auditors Report
Clerk had received the external auditors report and advised the comment made that when the Council approves and signs the external audit document, that Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement, and Section 2 – Accounting Statements should be clearly shown to be approved in that order, and minuted as such under separate minute references.  This year, the clerk had minuted approval of both under one minute reference only.  Other than that there were no other matters of opinion expressed by the external auditors – Grant Thornton.  Close of Audit notices had been given to Councillors to put up on the Noticeboards.
c) Removal of the District Council Shortfall Grant to Towns and Parishes
Clerk had issued documentation to Councillors about this matter, which, although would have a significant effect on some towns and parishes, it would mean an annual reduction to this parish of only £36.80 p.a.  It was therefore resolved not to issue any objection to this.

	10
	Road Accident

 27/28 August 2016  -  Habberley Road above Golf Club  -  A Red Skoda  Y409 HWA bounced off banks down through rock cutting and was abandoned at the bottom of the hill in a dangerous position.  Reported to police on 101  (incident No. 323s300816)  Clerk to report matter to Severn Trent as slabs adjacent to road edge have been damaged, and left with jagged edges.  Also Severn Trent to check that there has been no damage to their chamber at this point. 


	11.
	Other Matters

Verges outside houses
Cllr. J. Gammond raised the matter of stones being put on verges outside of houses, to stop neat grass verges being destroyed.  It was stated that it such placements were not allowed if the verge was against a County Council maintained road. 
Japanese knotweed – Cllr. Grainger advised that the weed should be sprayed again now – even though it had died down – and not went it was re-emerging.  Cllr. Yarranton would progress this.

Spring Bulbs – Clerk was instructed to purchase daffodils and crocuses, and deliver these to Cllr. Phillips for planting by the lengthsman. 
Low Habberley Golf Club – It was noted that this was for Sale, although no details of possible purchasers were known. 
Tree Preservation Orders – it was reported that after TPOs were issued on two oak trees outside the Bite Farm, without the prior knowledge of the owner, that this had caused some consternation.  It was noted that TPOs could be designated without the owner’s knowledge beforehand, as sometimes such orders would be thwarted if there is prior knowledge, as recently many trees were lost at the Park Attwood site.  With modern-day changes in ownership, it was not always certain that trees of historic and landscape value would be protected as they had been valued in the past.


	12.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  confirmed as 17th October at 7.30p.m.
The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
Cllr. Green (Chair) offered her apologies for next meeting.  Cllr. J Gammond confirmed his attendance as Vice Chair in her stead.
                                          Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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