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SALEWAY PARISH COUNCIL  
Clerk: Lynn Stewart, The Rectory, Church Lane, Bishampton, WR10 2FA                      

 








Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting  
Saleway Parish Council
Held at Himbleton Parish Hall

On May 24th 2017, at 7:00pm

Present : Cllr Mr S Rendle (Chair), Cllr Mr J Boaz (Vice-Chair), Cllr Mr P Clamp, Cllr Mr R Keel, Cllr Mrs S Rothero
In Attendance : Clerk, District Cllr Mrs M Rowley, County Cllr Mr A Miller, and 1 member of the public.
Meeting Opened at 7:03pm.
1. Apologies:  none received   
2. Chairman's Report 2016/17 was given by Cllr Rendle (Chair), as follows:-
Thanks to all members of the Parish Council for their work over the last 12 months.  The Council has welcomed a new Councillor for Oddingley ward, Shelagh Rothero, we look forward to working with Shelagh over the coming years.

I am sorry to announce that Cllrs Liz Barlow and Jonathan Townsend have advised me that they will be standing down.  Our thanks go to both Liz and Jonathan for their valuable contributions and we wish them the best for the future. These changes will result in two vacancies; for Saleway and Himbleton which will be advertised imminently.

Lengthsman Scheme

Malcolm Parker has continued as our Parish Lengthsman and I thank him for all his hard work.  The budget for this year remains the same at £3,081. Malcolm routinely clears culverts, moves the speed sign, cleans road signs, clears verges when necessary, and in the winter grits the footpath to the school. Unfortunately, Malcolm will be moving out of the area soon, and therefore the Council is seeking a new Lengthsman to take over. We thank Malcolm for all his hard work and wish him well for the future.

Crime 

Droitwich Rural Community Support Officers have sent a written crime report to the majority of our meetings.  We are fortunate that the parish of Saleway remains a low crime area with little to report.  Thefts from outbuildings seem to be the main problem in the area, so a reminder to keep them locked.

Precept

We have set our precept at £3,600, which was the same as last year, and our accounts were audited internally, and will now be submitted to the external auditors Grant Thornton.

Planning

We have dealt with 29 planning applications compared with 18 for the previous year. 

New Homes Bonus

£30,211 is available to spend, it is important that we assess any potential uses for this money to be used for the benefit of the local community, ideas for larger scale projects would be welcomed for consideration.  We are pleased to report that funding from the New Homes Bonus has been used across the last 12 months to develop the disabled toilet facilities here at Himbleton Village Hall and £1,000 was given for new furniture for a viewing platform at the Cricket club. Potentially some of the NHBS funding could be ear-marked for the refurbishment and development of the Telephone Kiosks that have been acquired by the Parish Council.
Telephone Boxes

Last year  the Parish Council took ownership of the telephone boxes at Earls Common, Sale Green and Hadzor, subsequently the PC has applied for ownership of the kiosk here in Himbleton. The Parish Council will be seeking ideas for their use after they have been repaired and painted. Neighbouring parishes now use their kiosks for a variety of purposes, such as: Information Points, Book Exchanges, Defibrillator Points, Wi-Fi Hubs, etc. 
Defibrillator

We have been extremely fortunate to have taken possession of a defibrillator via our County Councillor Tony Miller, it is our intention for this life-saving piece of equipment to be sited in a central location within Himbleton, again feedback from the community would be appreciated.

Notice Boards

Many of the notice boards within the Parish are in poor condition, some need repair whilst others needs replacing. The PC are in the process of identifying a supplier of notice boards that are in keeping with our rural setting.

This report concluded the business for the Annual Parish Meeting. Meeting closed at 7:18pm.
Signed …………………………..

Date ………………………

Chairman






