

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 22 November 2016.

Present:  John Sharp (chairman), Stephen Seymour, Brian Porter, Martin Gloster, Anne Jones, Graham Jones, Richard Nash, David Fereday, Peter King 


In attendance: District Councillors, Anthony Warburton, Sarah Rouse

70/16
Apologies
There were apologies from Peter Hawkins, Jacqui Barker 

71/16
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



Brian Porter declared an interest in the agenda item relating to the grant for the maintenance of the Church Graveyards.

b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None

Open Forum

No issues raised by attending parishioner.

The parish council meeting was reconvened

72/16
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 27 September were proposed by Mr. Seymour, seconded by Mr Porter and approved unanimously.

73/16
Reports from representatives of other bodies:


Councillor Rouse raised some of the issues from the door knocking survey. MHDC is considering producing a leaflet detailing council service to be sent to new residents. A “meet the councillor day” is planned for 12th December and Councillors Warburton and Rouse will be available throughout the parish. Superfast broadband data on current access as reported is wrong. The majority of Bransford is due to receive superfast broadband October 2017.  Councillor Rouse had been approached by a resident with a query about allotment provision.  She was advised that as we had not had sufficient interest at this stage it was not an item the parish council was pursing.

74/16
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) Overhanging hedges – Suckley Road and Bank House

Discussions with the owners of Laburnum Cottage regarding their overgrown hedge have proved fruitless and this has now been placed in the hands of the County Council. The new CC liaison officer has inspected the hedge in question.

The Chairman has met with the estate manager from the Bank House who will arrange for hedges to be cut.

2) Blocked drains – Sherridge Road 

Work on the pond at Smith End Green has been completed, together with other work on Sherridge Road. The road bounded by Philip’s farmland was clear after the heavy rains on the 21st November. There is a problem on Stocks Lane just before the railway crossing. J Sharp to ask the Lengthsman to deal with it.

3) Pothole – Bransford Bridge 

Dealt with by Severn Trent who have also repaired sunken inspection covers on Suckley Road.  Item to be removed from agenda.

4) Speeding and speed limits 

Average speed data from the VAS recorders show excessive speeds on the straight from the Bank House roundabout to Jacksons Bank and at the corner of Dingle Road, Brockamin. Information to be passed to Safer Roads Partnership requesting enforcement measures.

The Chair had circulated a WCC a document indicating the proposed new extended 30mph and 40 mph limits. Mr Gloster proposed that the Chair write to WCC signifying the PC acceptance of the new limits. Seconded by Mr G Jones – all in favour.

5) Overhanging trees – land close to Leigh Church. 

Trees have been cut back, item to be removed from the agenda

6) A4103 flooding – request for culvert improvement at Chapel Lane

If agreement is reached this will be dealt with in October 2017 as the Bank House land will be involved and they want to leave it until after the wedding season to avoid disruption.

7) Ruts at the side of the road and road surface – Leigh. 

Will be repaired close to the Great House entrance, no identifiable problem by Leigh Church. Item to be removed from the agenda.

8) Missing white lines at Bank House roundabout – Bransford

All roads surrounding the Bank House island have been repainted. 

It was suggested that visual warnings on the road surface leading to the roundabout for traffic travelling from Worcester and Leigh Sinton would be helpful as the approaches are blind. Mr Seymour to liaise with WCC Highways

9) Stocks Lane – sinking pothole repairs 

The matter had been referred to Councillor Tuthill at a previous meeting.  Councillor Tuthill not in attendance. Matter deferred

The District Councillors left the meeting at this point and Mr Seymour took over as chairman for the item on planning.

75/16  Planning

a) Updates on ongoing planning matters 

None.

b) Planning applications (received after agenda published)

The PC has received notice of a planning application for an access (haul) road to serve the Kiln Lane development which will exit onto the Leigh Sinton to Malvern road, opposite Lower Howsell Road. The councillors approved the proposal providing WCC Highways agree. The haul road will ensure that the residents of the Kiln Lane estate were not subject to disruption from site traffic. The planning application has not been received but the Chair of the planning committee has permission to approve to facilitate a speedy response when it does appear. Proposed Mr G. Jones seconded Mr Gloster, all in favour.

	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Notes

	16/17
	16/01423/REM
	Reserved matters application following outline planning approval 13/01094/OUT for the erection of a single storey dwelling
	Fir Tree House

Bransford

Worcs

WR6 5JB
	Approval 


	n/a

	16/18
	16/01577/FUL
	One new dwelling to rear of Nos. 1 & 2 Woodland View
	Rear of 1 & 2

Woodland View

Malvern Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DZ
	Refusal

Proposed by Mr Sharp

Seconded by Mr Seymour
7 for 2 against
	See Note 1


Note 1 

Leigh & Bransford Parish Council recommend refusal of planning application 16/00577/FUL on the following grounds:

- over development of the site and the close proximity to other houses on Chapel Close. 

- the restricted access to the site alongside No: 2 Woodland View

- the capacity of the foul water drainage to the existing sewer system as it currently serves three properties.

Mr Gloster strongly objected to the proposal as the application follows the removal of the agricultural restrictions on the two cottages and the land surrounding them. It was felt that this was removing low cost housing from the community.

c) Planning decisions received from MHDC

16/00213/FUL
Dinglewood, Ashfields
  Replacement dwelling:
             Withdrawn

16/01150/HOU }

16/01151/LBC  }
Kiln House, Brockamin
  Replacement of exterior doors:
Withdrawn

d) Neighbourhood plan update  

The planning group have been looking at other area ND plans. Still difficulties with the small numbers of people involved in the process. Chaddesley Corbett NHDP has 30 people plus a paid consultant working on their plan. Mr Seymour to look at demographics of Parish from National Statistics website

Mr Sharp took over as chair.

76/16
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) Damaged bridge on footpath – 

Footbridge not damaged but step up to the bridge is very high. Reported to WCC countryside team.

b) Re-design of parish website –

Site now complete and operational.  Councillors were pleased with the new website.  Mr Nash raised errors on the site. Mr Sharp to correct.

c) Cleaning of village gates –

The gates have been washed. They are made of recycled black plastic painted white. Will need repainting in the spring/summer as the paint is wearing off.

d) Temporary replacement for parish council Lengthsman –

Temporary Lengthsman, R Wilks, appointed – very experienced, doing a good job. Mr Sharp to give Mr G Jones contact details for work on Leigh Sinton bus shelter area

e) Blocked public footpath – cornfield by Stocks Lane –

New crop has only just emerged and the path could be walked. Mr Seymour said penalties for not reinstating footpaths were made by Defra if they carry out a spot inspection. Mr Seymour to find out how to initiate an inspection 

f) South Worcestershire Rural Communities report follow-up

The Chair read through the report again.  There are many activities already available in the community.  It was suggested that the memorial Hall Committee might like to consider starting additional suitable activities to get the hall used. Concern has been raised about possible discontinuation of rural bus service 417 Worcester to Ledbury. M Sharp to find contact at WCC and pass to Mr King to follow up.

g) Clerk’s contract

Meeting to be set up with Mr Sharp, Mr Porter and Mr Fereday before Christmas to discuss.

77/16
To consider a grant application from Leigh Church

Request for grant towards upkeep of closed churchyard at Leigh Church.  A formal application from PCC could lead to greater responsibilities for the parish council and/or MHDC. It was felt that the best way forward was to agree a grant of £750 this year.  Proposed Mr Fereday seconded Mr Nash, 8 for the proposal 1 abstention. Grant agreed.

78/16
To consider the budget and precept request for 2017/18
Budget was discussed and an additional £1000 was allocated against Neighbourhood Development Plan activities. The budget was proposed Mr Fereday, Seconded Mr Seymour and agreed unanimously

Precept. A proposal to remain at level of 19,408.00 set in 2016 was proposed by Mr Seymour seconded by Mr Gloster and agreed unanimously

79/16
To consider a request to remove BT payphones from Brockamin and Leigh Sinton
All accepted that BT would cease the payphones as they are not used.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should buy the red telephone box on Somers Close but agreed to the removal of the modern telephone box by Leigh brook.

80/16
Finance

a) Accounts paid – 


J Monk Designs -   website re-design



- £647.00

Clerks salary – Oct





- £713.06

Black Pear Garden Service – community garden maintenance 
- £44.00

b) Accounts passed for payment

Grant Thornton – Audit fee 




- £120.00

Black Pear Garden Service – community garden maintenance
- £44.00

Clerks salary – November




- £691.00



Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Gloster, and agreed unanimously. 


c)  Balances


Current account
(at 31.10.2016)





£30,230.79



Savings account
(at 31.10.2016)





£4,876.07

81/16   Reports of committees and working groups
a. Footpath working Group 


No report.  Mr Porter thought the stile on the Leigh/Bransford boundary on the C2065 was broken.  Mr Sharp to inspect and report as appropriate.

b. Memorial Hall
Problems with booking form sorted

Hall floors will be sanded and sealed in January, paid for by grants

Cleaning schedule introduced and other providers investigated

Back door to kitchen rotten in need of replacement

Air source heating chosen, full specification being acquired so additional quotes can be obtained.

Bank account stands at £16,192, but includes forward payments for 2017.

82/16
Councillors reports and items for future consideration

Mr Seymour said that the council will be receiving a request re pollarding of some trees in Rectory Wood from Gareth Morris When his new house is constructed the tress will shade his solar panels..

Mrs A Jones asked for the pavement at the corner of Sherridge Road alongside the Nutshell to be tarmacked.  Mr Sharp to inspect and report as appropriate.

It was reported there are broken slabs on the footpath in Leigh Sinton adjacent to 1 Somers Close.  WCC advise this is the responsibility of the homeowner.  The Clerk to write to the homeowner. 

It has been reported that the footpath outside Windy Ridge on the A4103 in Bransford is uneven and covered in stones and gravel from the road servicing Windy Ridge. The uneven surface has been reported to WCC Highways.  The clerk to write to the owners of Windy Ridge regarding the stones.

Mr Sharp reported that the Fold have agreed to have a parish notice board erected on their land.  They wish to share the facility.  Negotiations on the size, colour and materials are ongoing.  Mr Sharp asked for approval for £600 the purchase of a new board.  This was approved unanimously. 

The Parish Council has been asked by Suckley Parish Council if we would like to contribute to a scheme for deliberator use training.  As the parish did not provide the deliberator in Leigh Sinton and the management is not under our control it was felt that there would be no benefit in contributing.  Mr Seymour however raised the issue that the provision of a defibrillator at the Memorial Hall may be appropriate.

83/16
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 13 December (pending confirmation from hall)


Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 24 January 


Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.

Meeting closed at 20:10


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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