	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 21st November  2016 at 7.30pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor Mrs. L. Green
                Councillor Mr. J. Gammond     
                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mrs C. Gammond

                Police CSO in attendance                          
	Councillor Mr. C Grainger
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips

Councillor Mr. R. Jennings

 Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)
1 Member of the public was present

	1.
	a) Police Report  & b) Public Forum
Burglaries – there had been a few incidences of garages/sheds being broken into. 
Smartwater roll out has been good with around a 60% take up.  It was resolved for councillors ask people verbally, when they meet them, if they have taken up the offer of this free kit.  The advice to be given was to call the police with a name and address on the 101 number to make an appointment for them to deliver a pack.   A discussion took place about the use of Wribbenhall Parish rooms as a possible venue for a further opportunity event to issue kits.

Police asked those present to be alert to driving conditions in the inclement weather we are currently experiencing. 
Further issue of Smartwater signs were requested, which clerk would formally request.

Chairman had arranged a gift of tea and biscuits and a small card which she gave to the police for their help in respect of the Smartwater project in the parish.

	2.
	Apologies for Absence –   Dist Cllr Becky Vale - Apologies received and approved 

	3.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. J. Gammond and Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond declared an interest in being a member of the Village Hall committee.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook and also an interest in the Area Green Belt Review.  Cllr. B. Phillips advised a pecuniary interest in respect of the churchyard Grant.  
Cllr. C. Grainger declared an interest in respect of the planning application   16/0659 concerning a communications mast on his land at Grey Green Farm.

	4.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 17th October  2016 were approved and signed with amendments to the page numbering.

	5.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
· Water leak on Bridgnorth Road A442, Seven Trent to do this.

· Roadsweeper arranged through Trimpley to try to clear drains.

· Hoarstone Lane - Work on a blocked/broken drain had been done.  Check to be made that this has solved the problem.
· Japanese knotweed – cut back again.  Injections will be done in the new Year.   
· Severn Trent Water Chamber surround – Jacobs Ladder bank – Cllr. Yarranton will ask the County Council to inspect this.
· Fire Authority – A site now earmarked on the Stourport Road to house the HQ. 

	6.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
16/0325 – Park Attwood Clinic – Conversion of Clinic to 6 x 2 Bedroom and 1 x 3 Bedroom appartment, extension to existing staff house, erection of 4 new dwellings and erection of Garage Block

Awaiting decision.
b) New Planning Applications

16/0621 Construction of a Polymer Dosing Kiosk on existing operational land to house a new polymer dosing system, associated control panel equipment together with a chemical storage area, at SEVERN TRENT WATER LTD, TRIMPLEY WATER TREATMENT WORKS, EYMORE FARM, TRIMPLEY, BEWDLEY, DY121PJ.
Comment: No objections and recommend approval.
16/3055/PNH Single storey rear extension at FAIR VIEW, SANDY LANE, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115QZ.
Comment: No objections and recomment approval
16/0659 Replacement telecommunications mast at GREY GREEN FARM, CRUNDALLS LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121NF.
Comment: No objections and recommend approval.
16/3058/PNRES  – Conversion of Barn to Dwelling– Change of use from Agric. Building – Holly Brook Farm
Comment: No Objections - provided the developments fall totally within the parameters of the PDO, and do not exceed or deviate from that which is allowed under permitted development"
16/3059/PNRES – Conversion of Poultry Shed to Dwelling – Hollies Lane
Comment: No Objections - provided the developments fall totally within the parameters of the PDO, and do not exceed or deviate from that which is allowed under permitted development"
Clerk was instructed to make comment to the Planning Office concerning the latter two PNRES applications:  
“As a general comment, we are concerned that buildings of very little architectural or historical merit for retention are now being converted under the PDO - and that this is changing the face of the countryside and green belt irrevocably by allowing creeping development.  We would also pass general comment that possibly the supporting infrastructure in respect of increased highway usage and accessibility should be fully assessed on an individual basis for each development.”  
c) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i)  Easter Cottage -    No more progress than had previously been reported.
ii) Crundalls Cottage –  No more progress than had previously been reported.   
iii)Trimpley Green Farm  - No further information.
iv) Oak Meadow Farm – a reply following inspection by the planning officer had been received, stating “The site was all padlocked-up with no sign of activity at the time of our visit.  I’m afraid I’m now the wrong side of 50 to be jumping over barbed-wire fences and gates, so we were unable to gain access to the site.  Can you advise, please?  Is there a suggestion that the property is being lived in currently in some capacity?  As for the alleged fly tipping, all we could see from the main entrance gate were a couple of large sacks which appeared to hold building materials of sort.  Nothing of a scale or nature to suggest fly tipping.”  Clerk would reply that the Parish Council had no evidence to offer concerning the property being lived in currently.  
v) Sandy Lane – Barn conversion –  “I’m very grateful to the Parish Council for alerting us to this one.  Having visited the site I can confirm that there do appear to be discrepancies between the as built and that which was approved under the Government’s (entirely unsatisfactory) permitted development rights prior approval process.  It is the case that the roof is different, but there are other issues here which we also need to raise with our Legal colleagues.  At this juncture, until the legal position has been established, I’m not at liberty to go into any more detail but I will contact you further, in due course, to summarise the position once established.”


	7.
	Progress Reports / Correspondence, and other Outstanding Items
a) Smartwater Provision within the Parish and Crime Prevention
A discussion took place in respect of signage for Smartwater.  Siting of signs was discussed, and it was decided that the parish would need at least 5 more large signs, and 25 A4 sized signs.  Clerk would formally as the police for these.  
      b) VA Sign – Cllr. Phillips had arranged for the sign to be returned to the manufacturers who had advised that the sign required a replacement circuit board (it was not a battery fault).  The sign was not under guarantee, as it was now several years old. The cost of repair was in the region of over £400, but a new sign was around £2500.  It was agreed to have the sign repaired.
      c) Claire Witnell Blount Charity – Mrs. Wendy Wright, who had served as the Parish Council’s representative on this charity board for many years had advised that she felt a replacement representative should be sought.  Councillors would give this some thought over the next month, and Clerk would include a reference to it in the next parish newsletter to see if anyone would be interested in taking up this appointment.
      d) Superfast Broadband  - Clerk tabled further information about progress in the locality, along with posters which could be put up to inform the local public.
e) Village sign – the village sign on Shatterford lane had been damaged by a hedgecutter.  Clerk had reported this to the County Council who had asked if the local landowner could provide details of the hedgecutting contractor.  Clerk to advise that this was not possible, and to ask for a replacement sign.
f) Trees at Golf club  TPOs would be issued on all the golf course trees which were identified as being suitable.

	8.
	Lengthsman – 
An invoice for work was tabled, along with another (final) invoice for footpath clearance work, which were approved.
A discussion took place concerning giving the parish benches a coat of wood preservative.  It was resolved that Cllr. Phillips should ask the lengthsmen to do this.  In respect of the noticeboards, it was also resolved that Mr. Woodward, who made the noticeboards, should be asked what preservative had been put on to the noticeboards, and to give consideration to the lengthsman giving  the new noticeboards a coat of this during coming months.  It was also resolved to give the noticeboard at Crundalls Lane a coat of white paint.  
Mention was also made about whether the Clerk could produce section signs for each of the notice boards, and also whether the top of the board should state “Kidderminster Foreign Parish”. For further discussion at the next meeting.

	9.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s PAYE - £61.60
Lengthsman’s work - £300
Lengthsman’s Footpath Work - £30

           Village Hall – cheque not presented.  Re-issue - £65

	10.
	Correspondence

Telephone Kiosks : It was decided that no objection would be raised with the District Council planners in respect of removal of the two kiosks in the parish – one in Low Habberley and one in Northwood Lane


	11
	Road Accidents
None

	12.
	Other Matters

Roadside Tree near to Trimpley House – reported as being dangerous.  Cllr Yarranton will get this checked out by the County Council.
Hoarstone Lane – in the rock cutting – 2 beech trees were growing out of the top of the rocks and one of these had a huge amount of fungus on the one tree.  A tree officer had taken a look at the trees, and decided that the fungus would kill the tree eventually.  Cllr. Yarranton was asked if he could get the County Council to look at these trees with a view to cutting off – as they could prove a hazard to highway safety at this location.


	12.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  confirmed as 19th December at 7.30p.m.
The meeting closed at  9.40pm.
                                          Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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