Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 18th January 2017 at 8pm

Present:
Cllrs Watkins (Chair), Preston, Garrard, Halling, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Hanmer, Addis, Talbot and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Cllr Roger Sutton.  

In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower  no members of the public.
1 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence – No apologies, everyone present.
2
Declarations of Interest:  None

a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

3
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of meeting held on 16th November 2016.  After one minor amendment, approval of the Minutes for proposed by Cllr Hadley, seconded by Cllr Keating Nash, unanimously agreed.  Action arising had been dealt with and are covered in items on this agenda.
4 Co-option of a Parish Councillor 

MHDC informed Clerk co-option process can be started as no parishioners called for a parish election.       Notices are on the notice boards and website.  No applicants have come forward yet.  Cllrs to advise residents/neighbours of vacancy.
5
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports


County Cllr Sutton – WCC are currently setting their budget for the next financial year. It is thought there will be a 2% increase as in previous years.  The 2017-18 Transport Plan is now available. Clerk handed out copies, various roadshows are taking place.

District Cllr Harrison – Cllr Harrison is chasing the cleaning out of drains with MHDC which were reported by Clerk in June 2016 and have not yet been done.  Pavement clearing/road sweeping is underway due to new equipment MHDC/ringway have.  Cllr Harrison is meeting the Land Drainage Officer from MHDC at Birch Lane, Severn Stoke tomorrow re overgrown stretches of culverts/stream. 

District Cllr Michael – District Councillors have community funds available this year if there are worthy causes which require a donation. 
6
Clerk’s Report General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising. Attending meeting with Cllr Watkins with MHDC at Malvern regarding Croome Court and activities taking place there.  MHDC were meeting with NT in early January, Clerk chased for an update, update circulated.  Vacancy of a Councillor process started, notices put on boards. No applicants as yet.  Website updated with minutes, agenda and vacancy. Informed by resident in Stonnall Close of street light out.  Contacted contractor who eventually fixed Tues 3 Jan 2017.  Info gained by Cllr Talbot for costings for possible VAS at High Green.  Potholes in car park at Parish Hall reviewed and chippings researched to repair these, lengthsman will undertake this.  Real time reporting done. Mattress at bottom of Ham Lane reported.  Email sent to Land Drainage Officer re Birch Lane, Severn Stoke, being inspected on Thursday.   Highways Issues  Emails with residents re fly tipping Ham Lane, reported. Leaves and pavements siding out.   Lengthsman  VAS rota continued, been in High Green, how back in Kinnersley. Leaves and siding out being done.   Finance    All cheques from last meeting distributed.  Ledger updated.    Urgent decision  Trying to source stone for Parish Hall carpark, to be discussed tonight.  Replacement of Clerk’s printer/scanner. £109.15, purchased 14 December 2017.
7 Planning Applications reports  
Update on Croome Court from Enforcement Officer at MHDC.  MHDC understanding of the conclusion of a meeting (first week in Jan) is that several applications will be submitted to seek to ‘regularise’ the planning control situation re overflow car parking (probably seeking temporary permission), all buildings and structures that are temporary (seeking temporary permission), all buildings and structures that the NT will seek to apply to retain permanently (including the shop building for example), opening times of different elements of the NT estate at Croome Court (an application to vary the condition controlling this); the National Trust will discuss these applications with the parish council before submitting.  Also discussed the possibility for regular meetings (potentially once every quarter) of NT, the PC, ward members and residents to discuss matters relating to Croome Court, eg up-coming season’s events schedule. 

Update on Aerodrome activity from Enforcement Officer at MHDC.  Following an investigation and contact with the operator of the wood chipping business, Ecochipp sought pre-application advice which was given. MHDC invited an application subject to a number of issues (including traffic) being addressed as part of any submission. Earlier this month MHDC received an email from Ecochipp which stated that they are to shortly wrap up the business at the Defford Aerodrome site. MHDC will monitor. 
7 cont…

	Application
	Property 
	Detail
	Action

	16/00968/FUL
	Croome Court Croome d'Abitot
	Re-surfacing of part of car park
	Recommended for approval



	16/00946/FUL
	50 Kinnersley Severn Stoke
	Change of use of land to equestrian use, new access and retrospective erection of stable block
	Revised Highways comments in

	16/01129/FUL
	Croome Court
	4 mile track, 1.5 to 3 m multi use track and erection of a bridge
	Withdrawn by applicant

	16/01530/FUL
	50 Kinnersley,

Severn Stoke
	Office building (B1a Use Class) to replace temporary mobile structure
	Approval granted

	16/01741/HOU
	Kerswell House

Kerswell Green
	Replacement outbuilding


	Discussed, will recommend for approval

	17/00015/HOU
	Kinnersley Court 

44 Kinnersley
	Insert 3 windows within existing, repair of all window insert roof lantern in flat roof, internal alternations in repair damaged ceilings and walling.
	Discussed will recommend for approval.


8 Finance 
  a. Update on Finances from Clerk – All cheques from last meeting distributed. Ledger updated.  
          b.  Approval of invoices £32.35 Mrs L Gower, £192.00 Mr Simon Bott, Lengthsman Oct hours, £176 NPower, £109.15 Viking Direct £24.44 Viking Direct. Discussion re reimbursement to Severn Stoke PCC re annual service to church clock, this amount is budgeted for. Cllr Hanmer proposed payment, Cllr Hadley seconded, unanimously agreed.  
9
To set the precept for 2017/18 financial year


Budget for 2017/18 approved at last meeting.  Precept was proposed in budget of £8200, a rise of £200 from last year.  Cllr Hodson proposed approval of budget for 2017/18 of £8200, seconded Cllr Keating Nash, unanimously agreed. Clerk will advise MHDC.
10
Purchase of a permanent Vehicle Activated Sign for High Green 


Cllr Talbot has obtained quotes from several companies for either solar or battery operated vehicle activated signs.  Discussion took place re best type for High Green, funding etc.  National Trust had pledged £1000, County Councillor Sutton will contribute the rest of the cost.  Clerk will prepare and circulate letter to residents to access their opinion.  Cllr Watkins proposed once residents opinion sought, funding confirmed from NT and Cllr Sutton that purchase proceed with the PC covering the cost of a second battery.  Seconded by Cllr Hadley. Unanimously agreed.  Once this one is installed and working PC will seek to fund two more, one for Severn Stoke and one for Clifton.
11
Traffic calming/speed issues in Severn Stoke and Clifton 


See items above.  Once this VAS is installed and working PC will seek to fund two more, one for Severn Stoke and one for Clifton.  Clerk will also contact two parishes which we know are operating the Community Seed Watch scheme and also contact Safer Roads Partnership.
12
Support of campaign by Upton Town to re-open the rear access to the Hanley Road car park


Clerk sent a letter of support from our PC to Upton Town Council and the Upton Traders Association.  MHDC are still considering future action here. 
13
Discuss settlement boundary re Boars Head Car Park


A discussion took place regarding the recent activity on the car park at Taverns End, (formerly The Boars Head).  The machinery is agricultural so possibly is not breaking any regulations.  MHDC are aware it is there.  One of the reasons for the last planning application being refused was this area is not in the settlement boundary for the village. We have asked MHDC how boundaries can be changed. There advice was that The South Worcestershire Development Plan included settlement boundaries so MHDC will not review this for several years.  It could be done through a Neighbourhood Plan but parish councils have to undertake these, they take several years and in excess of £20,000.  This is not a consideration for our parish council as it is only for one very small site.  The other option is through the planning application process, for instance if the parish council wanted to put forward a site for affordable housing to meet local needs outside the current development boundary- in conjunction with the landowner.


The landowner has not contacted the PC.  The Clerk will monitor the site and report any further activities to MHDC.
14
Review of Financial Regulations, Standing Orders and other statutory documents


Clerk has done Financial Regulations and will meet with Cllrs Hodson and Talbot to review.  The Standing Orders Clerk will prepare for the next meeting in March.

15
Report from the Parish Hall Committee


Cllr Hanmer was not informed of the last meeting but will attend the next on 7th March 2017.
16
Councillors’ comments and items for future agendas


Cllr Williams said central heating oil had been stolen from a property in Kinnersley.

Clerk will send on the round robin email to make people aware.

Chairman mentioned state of the road in Clifton, Clerk will report this area again. 
17
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting, 15th March 2017

Public Question Time

No members of the public present.
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
Actions


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Clerk

































































































































































































































































Clerk





Clerk




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Actions



















































































Clerk














Clerk


























Clerk




































































Clerk





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Clerk

































































































































































































































































Clerk





Clerk







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Clerk








