
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 15th March 2017 at 8pm

Present:
Cllrs Watkins (Chair), Preston, Garrard, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Hanmer, Addis, Talbot, Sturgress and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Cllr Roger Sutton.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower  1 member of the public.
1 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence – Cllr Halling.  Michael Smith National Trust. Apologies accepted.
2
Declarations of Interest:  None

a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

3
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of meeting held on 18th January 2017.  Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr Hadley, seconded by Cllr Talbot, unanimously agreed.  Action arising had been dealt with and are covered in items on this agenda.
4 Co-option of a Parish Councillor 
Clerk has received one application.  This has been circulated to all councillors.  Chairman proposed Mr Paul Sturgess be co-opted as a member of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Keathing Nash, unanimously agreed.  Cllr Sturgess signed the Declaration of Office and was welcomed to the meeting.  Clerk will forward Register of Interest document.
5
To remind councillors of their obligations under the Localism Act standards regime.  In particular:
       To comply with the council’s code of conduct reviewed March 2017 (circulated to all by       

email in advance of this meeting)
       To abide by the principles of public life
       To register disclosable pecuniary interests
       To declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other disclosable interests when necessary    

  at meetings

All Councillors had read the Code of Conduct circulated by the Clerk and agreed to comply with it.
6
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports (including District and County Councillor)


Cllr Sutton said Gerry Brienza was back as our Liaison Officer, but only on a temporary basis.  The County Council were focused on budgets at the moment and on the recent Ofsted inspection where WCC Childrens Services were deemed unsatisfactory.  
Cllr Harrison said from 1 April 2018 we will have black bins for household rubbish instead of bags.  These will be collected fortnightly.  Green waste will remain the same with collections alternating each week.  Fly tipping and MHDC enforcement/planning.  MHDC cleared very quickly the huge amount of soil and glass dumped at the top of Madge Hill.  

Cllr Watkins attended a meeting arranged by Harriett Baldwin MP (Clerk was unavailable to attend) regarding the Severn Stoke Flood Bund.  The EA produced a different map for the route of the bund compared to the original route agreed in Nov 2015.  Croome Estate do not agree this route and EA need to revise this.  All landowners agreed to bore holes being dug in the near future.  Hopefully making slow progress.


Tarmac update received from Nick Atkins, restoration of northern phases went well phase 10 completed, phase 9 needs remedial work (land drainage).  Soil stripping to start on phase 1 on southern extension in next 8 weeks. Discussions with pipline operator have been slow.  Liaison meeting next Tuesday, 21st March at Parish Hall.
7
Clerk’s Report inc correspondence received

General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising. Admin of lengthsman scheme. Realtime reporting.  Tarmac provided stone for the car park at the parish hall FOC and chairman collected and filled in pot holes etc. Chairman and Tarmac thanked. Emailed Eckington PC and Safer Roads Partnership regarding Community Speed Watch, emailed Tarmac re stone for car park.  Email send to all residents re heating oil theft.  Dates to hall for this year’s meetings.  Discussion with gardener at bungalow in Kinnersley re trees overhanging the road, owner rang, trees removed completely. VAS High Green Various emails sent to NT re funding for VAS High Green.  NT rep contacted and paid £1000 direct to Swarco for the VAS.  Order placed.  Visibility of the road now much improved.  Discussion with Racing Stables owner regarding a village meeting in Kinnersley, Clerk will attend with Cllr Williams.  District Councillors Harrison and Michael also agreed to attend, Date set for 27th March 7pm Royal Oak Kinnersley. Emails regarding debri and road sweeping of Stoke Bank, done by MHDC with Cllr Harrision’s assistance.  Fly tipping at Panorama top of Kinnersley Bank, photographed and reported to MHDC, removed very quickly, emailed thanking MHDC.  Call from Harriett Baldwin’s secretary, asked to attend meeting with Harriett Baldwin, EA and FLAG, Chairman attended, Clerk could not at last minute. Croome Court enforcement followed up on.    Enquiry re dog mess signs with MHDC, none available at present due to change in legislation.  
Anonymous letter received re Hollybeds Farm dairy, lighting. Advice sought from CALC. Letter read to Councillors, not in our parish or our planning district, no action taken. Unanimously agreed by all.    
Highways Issues Pot holes in Clifton reported again, area has been resurfaced!  Road sweeping done down and up Severn Stoke Bank.  Tree over on Madge Hill, landowner contacted, happy to remove.
Lengthsman Clearing of footpaths around Severn Stoke Bank. Moving around and changing batteries to VAS at Clifton. Moving tree downed in the wind.  New contract for 2017/18 financial year has arrived. Same grant as last year £2446. Our lengthsman happy to continue for another year. Clerk will do all necessary paperwork.  Lengthsman is happy to undertake a further year, Clerk will issue new contract when County one comes through.
8
Planning applications report and enforcement issues

	Application
	Property 
	Detail
	Action

	16/01741/HOU
	Kerswell House

Kerswell Green
	Replacement outbuilding


	PC recommended approval. Refused by MHDC

	17/00015/HOU
	Kinnersley Court 

44 Kinnersley
	Insert 3 windows within existing, repair of all window insert roof lantern in flat roof, internal alternations in repair damaged ceilings and walling.
	PC recommended approval.  Pending result.


Enforcement – Croome Court

In summary, the applications NT need to submit include:

an application to vary condition number 16 of planning permission ref. 08/01709/FUL with respect to the visitor centre area;

an application for (permanent) planning permission for the shop and adjacent development (retrospective);

an application for planning permission to convert further former RAF buildings;

an application for temporary planning permission for several buildings and structures in the visitor centre area (retrospective).

 

The National Trust have indicated to us that they will consult with the parish council and any other stakeholders prior to their submission.  MHDC replied to a NT letter of 27 January 2017 asking for timescales for these applications, nothing heard back from them.

MHDC also asked NT to confirm whether the issue of the “10 single days” element of condition 16 is intended to be addressed.  I advise that planning officers have discussed the possibility that the need to submit a schedule to the local planning authority might be obviated (and held in abeyance) should proposed quarterly meetings with local stakeholders (eg the parish council, local residents and local authority councillors for the ward) take place. I have asked the National Trust if they could update us on their intentions/progress in establishing such meetings.  It appears that neither the Council nor the National Trust can presently find any existing “10 days” schedule.

MHDC have further made it clear to the NT that with respect to using the “Ice House Field” (the land to the south of the church footpath) as a car park, use of this land must either be limited to 28 days per calendar year or planning permission must be sought for change of use (and I advised that such an application would likely only be supportable if it proposed for a temporary period and with a restriction on days per year to be used). The National Trust have indicated that they are undertaking further research into the current and potential use of this land for car parking.
Clerk spoke with Michael Smith today, Clerk will arrange a meeting asap with Croome NT, reps from PC will be Cllrs Hodson, Talbot, Watkins, and Williams, Clerk will attend and Cllr Harrison will Chair.  Clerk will advise agreed date asap.

9
Finance 


a.  Review and adoption of new Financial Regulations for Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot   Parish Council (circulated in advance of the meeting to all Councillors)  Clerk has prepared these then circulated to Cllrs Watkins, Hodson and Talbot.  Cllrs Hodson and Talbot had met with Clerk to make amendments.  Final version circulated to all.  Cllr Watkins proposed adopting these, Cllr Hanmer seconded this, unanimously agreed. 
b.  Update on finances from Clerk – Deposit account at 9 Feb 2017 £1675.04, current account at 28 Feb 2017 £11914.75.  Ledger up to date. Same internal auditor as last year, Clerk will prepare accounts for next meeting.
c. Approval of Invoices – Npower Ltd £10.35, Swarco Traffic Ltd £2485.04 VAS sign for High Green (£2,000 rec. from Cllr Sutton towards this, Simon Bott Lenghtsman £192.00, Mrs L Gower Clerk £32.60.  Approval proposed by Cllr Hanmer, seconded by Cllr Hodson, unanimously agreed.
10
Purchase of a permanent Vehicle Activated Sign for High Green 


The sign is on order and delivery is expected on or before 31 March 2017.  Cllr Talbot is meeting with Swarco rep to agree correct location for the VAS. Clerk will also contact Gerry Brienza to see if he can attend also.  Funding of £1,000 has been received from the NT paid directly to the NT for this and £2,000 has been transferred to the PC towards this from County Councillor Roger Sutton.  Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council are grateful for these contributions.  Training will be arranged once VAS has been received.
11
Community speed watch/traffic calming/speed issues in Severn Stoke and Clifton 


Clerk had contacted Eckington who run the scheme and also Ali Adnan Ali at West Mercia who runs the scheme.  The three proposals of Severn Stoke, Clifton and High Green have been assessed and they have advised that only High Green fits the criteria.  Clerk will investigate this further as speed enforcement currently takes place in Severn Stoke and in Clifton there is an area of hard standing on the grass verge where the police speed enforcement vehicle used to sit.
12
Plans for Annual Parish Meeting


This will be on Monday 22 May 2017 as the main hall is free on Mondays.  The same organisations as last year will be invited, National Trust, Parish Hall committee, St Denys Church. Police and FLAG to each give a 10 minute update with the addition of Tarmac.  AGM of Parish Council will follow this meeting. 
13
Standing Orders and other statutory documents


Clerk will work over the Standing Orders for the May meeting and check if any other statutory documents need updating. 
14
Report from the Parish Hall Committee


A new notice board has been purchased for the parish hall, this is mounted on the wall outside the door and was funded by a donation from the family of Mrs Nora Skeys who has a long association with the parish hall and area.  A plague will be mounted in due course.  The committee were pleased with repairs to the car park.  Funds currently stand at around £12,000.
15
Councillors’ comments and items for future agendas

Cllr Williams mentioned dog fouling. No currently signage available from MHDC. Cllr Williams will report back from Kinnersley village meeting which will be held on 27th March. Cllr Keating Nash mentioned hedge adjacent to Stonnall Close again, Clerk had logged with WCC but will chase again.

16
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting, Monday 22 May 2017

Public Question Time

One member of the public present.
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
Actions



















































































Clerk













































































Clerk/


Cllr


Watkins


Hanmer














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Clerk

































































































































































































































































Clerk





Clerk




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Action









































Clerk











































































































Clerk


& Cllrs






































Clerk











Action









































Clerk











































































































Clerk


& Cllrs


















































Clerk

















Clerk




















Clerk














Clerk



































Clerk















































