
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 22 May 2017 at 8pm

Present:
Cllrs Watkins (Chair), Preston, Garrard, Hodson, Hanmer, Addis, Talbot, Sturgess and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Cllr Paul Middlebrough.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower   members of the public.
1 Election of a Chairman and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Preston proposed Cllr Watkins as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Garrard. Unanimously agreed.  Cllr Watkins signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

2 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence None received. Cllrs Halling and Keating Nash not present.
3 Election of Offices
a.  Vice Chairman
Cllr Preston proposed by Cllr Watkins, seconded Cllr Hodson.
b.  Staffing Committee  unanimously agreed existing Cllr Addis, Hanmer and Keating Nash.


c.  Parish Council Rep at Parish Hall meetings. Cllr Watkins proposed Cllr Hanmer, seconded Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed. 

4
Declarations of Interest: 


a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.
5
To adopt the Standing Orders for Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council and note the Code of Conduct (reviewed at our last meeting)  Clerk had circulated via email to all Councillors. Adoption proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Hodson, unanimously agreed.
6
To adopt the Complaints Procedure for the Parish Council


This is the standard CALC one with an addition of item 13. Regarding anonymous correspondence.  Proposed for adoption by Cllr Garrard, seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed.
7
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 15th March 2017 


Clerk went over actions, all covered in this meeting.  Proposed for approval by Cllr Watkins, seconded by Cllr Garrard, unanimously agreed.
8
To note the Council’s Financial Regulations (also recently approved) and discuss Insurance Renewal requirements: Council may wish to delegate this to the Clerk.


These were formally approved at the last meeting.  Clerk has added the Vehicle Activated Sign at High Green to the assets register and the Insurance policy, this is now covered for purchase price. 
9
Finance 
a.
To consider approval of the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2017 and sign both sections of the Annual Return. A discussion took place, approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr Talbot, seconded by Cllr Watkins, unamiously agreed, Cllr Watkins signed i.  Section 1 - Annual governance Statement 2016/17 and ii. Section 2 – Accounting statement 2017/17. The Clerk will forward all books and records to the internal auditor and the submit the Annual Return.

               
b.
Approval of invoices including annual renewal of CALC subscription and green waste bins.  Cheques were £361.12 Worcestershire CALC Annual subscription, £90.54 Npower Ltd for Stonnall Close lighting.  £32.60 Mrs L Gower expenses, Zurich Municipal Public Liability Insurance, Malvern Hills District Council £125.00 green waste bins yearly charge.Viking Direct £123.01 ink and paper.
10
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports


Nothing to add from Parish Meeting before this meeting.
11
Clerk’s Report - General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising. Sending co-option paperwork to MHDC confirming Cllr Sturgess’ appointment. Admin of lengthsman scheme including renewing our WCC contract and giving Lengthsman a new contract for 2017/18. Realtime reporting including year end and P60 for Clerk.  Chairman attended Tarmac liaison meeting, Clerk missed due to illness.  Attended Kinnersley village meeting at The Royal Oak.  Attended Croome Liaison meeting with Cllrs Harrison, Hodson, Talbot, Williams and Watkins, successful, better footing with NT. Email exchange with owner of The School House and neighbor re trees.  Chasing broadband progress for our parish, cabinet at top of Kennel Hill live now.  

Emails wiith Swarco regarding delivery of VAS, see item 13 below.  Renewal of Garden Waste bins invoice received from MHDC.  Further discussions with Community Speed Watch rep, email received.  

Highways Issues  Pot holes in Clifton done, road resurfaced!  Further email to WCC chasing hedge cutting adjacent to Stonnall Close.
Lengthsman  Clearing of footpaths around Severn Stoke Bank. Moving around and changing batteries to VAS. New contract done and list given re some jobs to do.

Finance All cheques from last meeting distributed.  Ledger updated.  MHDC informed of precept
request of £8200, they confirmed amount acceptable.  £2000 donation from County Councillor Sutton received.  National Trust have paid £833.33 plus VAT direct to Swarco for the VAS for High Green.

Urgent decision  £56.40 SWARCO for an extra set of brackets for the High Green VAS.
12
Planning report

Clerk asks all Councillors to respond to planning applications when they are emailed

	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	17/00015/HOU
	Kinnersley Court 

44 Kinnersley
	Insert 3 windows within existing, repair of all window insert roof lantern in flat roof, internal alternations in repair damaged ceilings and walling.
	Recommended approval

Approval granted.

	17/00582/FUL
	Croome Park
	Retention of shop, plants sales area and hoarding around biomass plant
	On circulation


Appeal for Taverns End

Submission sent to Inspectorate after circulating to Councillors for approval.  Confirming support and explaining old car park outside settlement boundary.  Neighbours also informed as no information received from MHDC.

Croome - Liaison meeting held at Croome with National Trust.  Positive meeting with list of items to be addressed and future meeting date set.  Minutes available from the Clerk.  Two residents members have expressed an interest. 
13
High Green VAS - Training with Cllrs Talbot, Hodson, Garrard and lengthsman on VAS, installed with engineer and software downloaded onto Cllr Garrard’s laptop. Cllr Garrard will move after six weeks and take readings from it.  Battery life will also be monitored.
14
Community Speed Watch/Speeding Clifton and Severn Stoke. Clerk read latest email from Safer 
Roads.  Clerk will ask for a meeting with representative at Clifton.
15
Annual contribution to The Friends of St Deny’s Church for churchyard maintenance 

As heard at Annual Parish meeting the cost of cutting the churchyard grass is £2200.  Cllr Hanmer proposed a cheque be written tonight of £500 and the yearly amount reviewed with the

Parish Council budget in November. Seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed but Clerk is


To ask for a copy of the accounts which clarify the expenditure.

16
Report from the Parish Hall Committee


Parish hall have £7,500 invested on deposit, £3,500 on current and hiring of the facilities is 


Increasing. The new notice board is situated outside the hall door to the right.
17
Councillor’s comments and items for future agendas.  Cllr Williams asked Clerk to see if MHDC have dog fouling signs and he had met with Cllr Sutton re two sets of speed strips in Kinnersley.  Were there any results?

Clerk will write letter of thanks to Roger Sutton. Clerk to chase enforcement re The Lodge.
18
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting Wednesday 12th July 2017
Public Question Time – none present
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
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