
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 22nd November 2017 at 8pm

Present:
Cllr Preston (Chair), Cllrs Garrard, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Addis, Talbot, Sturgess, Halling, Williams, Hanmer and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Michael and Harrison.  County Cllr Paul Middlebrough.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower (1 member of the public).
1 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence.  Cllr Watkins, reasons approved.
2
Declarations of Interest: 


a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.   None
3
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 20th September 2017, Clerk went over actions, all covered in this meeting.  Proposed for approval by Cllr Keating Nash, seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed.
4
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Middlebrough mentioned tour of parish to undertaken by himself, Clerk and new Liaison Officer (LA) at WCC.  Clerk has prepared a list of certain areas around the parish needing attention or which LA should be aware of. This included the London Arch parking at Croome which Cllr Middlebrough will discuss further with the NT.  Clerk has list available if anyone wishes to see what was discussed in detail.  


Speeding along the A38 is an issue which is being raised at most parish meeting Cllr Middlebrough attends.  He intends to arrange a joint meeting with parishes and the relevant authorities to try to address speeding in general along various points where speed limits of 40mph or 50mph exist.  


Other points raised by Cllr Middlebrough.  The flood alleviation work on the A4104 has stopped at present due to issues with services in the ground.  Work will not commence until the New Year now due to Christmas trading in Upton.  If will also be finished before festivals/exams times next spring.  The Ryall North Tarmac Rowing Lake is looking as though this will be a possible development for Upton area.  The new bridge over the River Severn at Powick will start in 2019.  


Cllr Harrison said black wheelie bins will be delivered to all households in Malvern Hills District after 
2 April 2018.  Packs being send out to households after new year.  Cllr Harrison asked if Sheepcote Lane culvert sluice gate work has not been done, Clerk not aware that it had been but will discuss with WCC.

Cllr Harrison and Michael had been for a tour of the premises at Hartlebury which will deal with the black 


wheelie bin waste.  The set up is very impressive and the results of how much material is recycled/used


as renewable energy is very interesting. 


Cllr Harrison also mentioned the SWDP/Neighbourhood Plans and the need for more housing still in the country.  A discussion took place regarding facilities such as school places, doctors, dentists etc.  Neighbourhood Plan is discussed later in these minutes. 

5
Clerk General Admin of correspondence, emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising.  Realtime reporting.  Discussions with Vinyl Fencing Ltd re the three sets of fencing for Kinnersley and visit out there to measure it up.  Call and emails with Western Power regarding their email and document for unmetered hours of use on streetlighting for Stonnall Close.  Email from resident re litter along the A38, referred to MHDC, they undertaking litter pick.  Emails with Croome Estate rep and Cllr Halling re siting of Bert Male’s bench.  Bench on order delivery before Christmas hopefully. 


Highways Issues  Trip round with the Liaison Officer for WCC and County Councillor Paul Middlebrough.  Highlighted various issues/situations.  These will be actioned by Hannah Davis.  Pot hole Sheepcote Lane reported.

Lengthsman  Timesheet available from Clerk.  Met with Lengthsman, discussed various issues.  Equipment to be discussed. 


Finance    Annual return received back from Auditor, approved with comments sheet re one item on


internal audit about petty cash (we don’t do petty cash). Ledger updated to date.  Figures of spend to date prepared, forecast of additional year end spend and budget 
prepared for meeting.  Meeting with Cllrs Talbot and Hodson re finances prior to circulating budget to all.  

Urgent decision  Clerk and Chairman attending Chairmanship course at Worcs County Hall.

6
Finance 
a.  Update on finances from Clerk. Current account balance as of 30 October £12944.00, deposit account balance as of 9 October £1675.59.  Discussion took place regarding various donations given at this time of year, it was proposed to increase the Royal British Legion donation to £50 from £25.  It was agreed to reimburse the service cost to the Parochial Church Council of Severn Stoke £237.60.  Regarding the usual donation of £500 to the Friends of St Denys for the church yard maintenance, Cllr Talbot and Hodson have arranged a meeting with the Church Warden to discuss the accounts for the Church.  Payment of the £500 was therefore deferred until the next meeting when they will report back.


b.  Approval of Invoices. Granton Thornton £120 external audit, Viking Direct £118.43 stationery and ink. £90 for three training courses clerk x 2, chairman x 1, Npower £33.01 street lighting, £44.20 Clerk expenses, £192.00 Lengthsman for Nov hrs.  Approval recommended by Cllr Keating Nash, seconded by Cllr Garrard. 
7
Approval of Budget for Financial year 2018/19 and to discuss precept for 2018/19 (precept decision to be decided at meeting on in January 2018).  Discussion took place regarding draft budget. Figure revised for proposed spend on Vehicle Activated Sign.  Approval recommended by Cllr Talbot, seconded by Cllr Hodson.  
8
Agree meeting dates for 2018 – Clerk had circulated the meeting dates for 2018 by email and hand prior to the meeting.  Unanimously agreed, Clerk will put on notice board and send to parish magazine.
9
Planning  Clerk asks all Councillors to respond to planning applications when they are emailed

	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	17/01127/HP
	Coventry Barn
	New detached garage/car port with office accommodation over
	Withdrawn by applicant

	17/01441/HP
	Highfields
	Conversion of garage to ancillary dwelling
	Approved by MHDC

	17/00545/HP
	The Coach House, Severn Bank
	Conversion of indoor swimming pool and plant room to gymnasium, activity room and guest accommodation.
	Approved by MHDC

	17/01118/LP
	The Bothy, Gardeners Cottage Croome Court
	Single Storey Extension
	Refused by MHDC (Recommended approval by PC).  

	17/01162/LB
	2 Lower Farm Cottages, 
	Alterations and extensions to dwelling including construction of a conservatory (part retrospective), Replacement of French Doors, Replacement of Mantelpiece and Replacement of Hearth.
	Approved by MDHC

	17/01038/HP
	2 Orchard Close, Severn Stoke
	Removal of existing wooden fence on the southern boundary and replacing with a 2.1m high brown Colourfence (coated metal with small trellis)
	Approved by MHDC

	17/01348/HP
	Oak View Kinnersley
	Two storey side extension and demolition of existing garage and construct new garage
	Recommended approval, pending by MHDC

	17/01596/HP
	14 Kinnersley
	Exterior cladding for first floor elevations
	Recommended approval, pending by MHDC


Appeal for Taverns End – Appeal dismissed by Inspector. Decision of refusal upheld.

Croome Court – Liaison meeting took place on 18th October 2017

School House – Awaiting update from MHDC Conservation Officer.  Have informed them the site is now for sale.

Caravan site at Birch House – Cllr Harrison has raised with MHDC asking if any permission needed. MHDC investigating.

10
Croome/Tarmac Liaison Meeting update – A Croome meeting took place on 18th October, minutes available from the Clerk if required. Croome meeting set for 17th January 2018. Tarmac meeting arranged for March. 
11
High Green VAS report

Cllr Garrard gave information collected from the VAS in High Green, vehicles from 17/10.17 to 21/11/17 were 15900, a considerable drop from 27,000 during July/August period.  A new post would be a good idea to be able to mount the VAS on the opposite side of the road. Clerk will ask WCC if possible.  Wood yard trees are also getting very overgrown and could do with being cut back. Clerk will speak with Pip.
12
Community Speed Watch Clifton and Severn Stoke

Emailed received from Safer Roads rep saying both Clifton and Severn Stoke figures were being recommended to the next stage of the process hopefully for enforcement due to high speeds.


13
Bench for Bert Male on Birch Lane

Bench is on order and should arrive before Christmas.  Cllr Halling has kindly volunteered to take the old one away and mix in place the new one.
14
Purchase of white gates for Kinnersley village

Clerk has shown areas to Laision Officer, she is undertaking verge searches.  Hedge has been cut back at one location but 2ft gates will fit better here.  4ft ones will be installed in the other two locations.  Clerk will ask for a revised quotation which will be approximately £450.  Once received Clerk will place the order and also ask NT is their volunteers are able to assist with installation.  If they aren’t available Clerk will speak with Laison Officer at WCC. 

15
Report from Parish Hall Committee and Parish Hall issues as emailed re committee etc.


No meeting since last meeting.  Cllr Hanmer will attend and report at next PC mtg.

16
Parish Settlement Boundary for Severn Stoke


A discussion took place regarding the settlement boundary for the parish and how this can be altered, with input from District and Council Council resps.   The only way the PC can get this done is by producing a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish.  This takes approximately 2 years at a cost of approximately £20,000.  Kempsey PC have almost completed theirs and this is how long and approximate cost.  Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot PC will not be considering producing one.

17
Councillor’s comments and items for future agendas


Drain cover outside hall mentioned, Clerk will report.  Pavements around Severn Stoke bends covered in debri, Clerk will ask lengthsman to deal with.  Pub sign still at High Green triangle, Clerk will ask WCC to contact pub.  Cllr Williams is asking MHDC to meet him re dog mess issues in Kinnersley.  Discussion re clay available for flood defences, EA and Harriett Baldwin MP are aware of this.
15
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting Wednesday 15th November 2017
Public Question Time
Member of the public attended from Kinnersley to listen to discussions re white gates in Kinnersley and speeding issues.

Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
Actions
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