



36.
MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 9th January 2017 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Anthony Ward

Jill Moran





Judith Heath

John Heath








Marcus Taylor

Victoria Jervis

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)





Alastair Adams, County Councillor














16/186
Apologies 

Cllr Young (illness) & District Councillor, Keith Wright 
16/187
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
16/188
Open Forum

No members of the public present 
16/189
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 5th December 2016 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
16/190
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To consider formal acceptance of Iain Selkirk to continue to act as Independent Auditor at the same fee as last year.
It was agreed that Iain Selkirk should be engaged to undertake the Internal Audit again this year. Proposed AW, Seconded RE.
16/191
Clerk’s Report:

David Wilson Homes

· Last year OPC had been advised by Joe Blincoe from David Wilson Homes that he expected the development in Laurels/Leasowes Road to start in 2016.  The clerk contacted Mr Blincoe on 3rd January to ask for an update as little had been heard from them in the past 12 months.  He advised that there had been some difficulties forming an agreement with landowners and representatives but expected that development would start in the first half of this year.  When questioned on rumours that the land would be passed to other developers, he stated that he could not confirm that this was the case.  He added that he hoped that DWH would continue with the project and stated that he would contact the clerk when formal agreement had taken place. 

Recreation Ground

· Maurice Parkinson has supplied a provisional costing for groundworks for the first stage of the play area improvements to include the removal of bark, making good the ground in preparation for new equipment up to the boundary fence and the removal of old equipment.  Installation of fencing to the boundary, where possible utilising the fencing already in place.

37.

Precept Setting

· OPC has received the provisional Council Tax base from WDC but it should be noted that this could be subject to change because these figures have to be approved by the Executive Board who meet on the 11th January.  If WDC Exec Board does decide not to approve figures there may be need for an emergency budget meeting to address this.

Street Lights

· E-on has confirmed that they have underdone a restructure and that Offenham is now being looked after by Kevin Walters replacing Dan Hitchin.  After some chasing it has been confirmed that the new street light will be connected on 18th January and the removal of the wooden pole will take place on 25th January.
WCC owned land, Boat Lane, Offenham

· After the last meeting the clerk submitted a request for a Community Right to Bid on this land as suggested by our County Councillor, the response received from WDC was that this land did not meet the criteria because this land had been commercially utilised and at no time had benefitted the community as a whole. WDC officer stated that it was not relevant that the PC wished to pursue allotments to benefit the community; she did suggest that the PC contact WCC directly, however, this has already taken place but to no avail.

WCC Local Transport Plan

· Consultation is open until 17th March for views on the Local Transport Plan which can be found on the WCC website.
Wychavon Parish Games 

· The AGM is taking place on Tuesday 31st,January at the Civic Centre, Pershore at 7.30pm.
Church Clock

· Since the last meeting when it was brought to our attention that the strike required attention. It has come to our attention that our clock engineer, Geoff Armitage has sadly passed away.  Cllr Taylor met with Eric Canning at the church for instruction on the workings of the clock.  The clerk has approached an associate of Mr Armitage to recommend a replacement clock engineer.

16/192
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting

16/193
To consider stetting budget and precept for 2017/18

It was agreed to request a budget figure of £36590 which relates to an increase of 1.52% subject to the approval of the Council Tax Base at the Executive meeting of WDC.  It was noted that should the WDC Exec Board fail to approve the Council Tax base figure there would need to be an emergency meeting of the PC prior to the meeting in February. Proposed AW Seconded RE
16/194
To consider response, if any, to the Worcestershire Minerals Local Plan (Third stage consultation)

None
16/195
To consider funding Youth Bus visits to Offenham, in particular during school holidays.  


It was agreed to fund 7 visits to the village by the Youth Bus during school holidays when the Youth Club was not meeting.  A donation of £50 per session was proposed to cover running costs.  Proposed JM Seconded RE.

38.
16/196
To consider actions in relation to play area improvements.  

It was agreed that a meeting of the Play Area working party was arranged.  The Chairman did not feel that it was necessary for Playdale to make a presentation at this time but it was suggested that an invitation to Martin Roberts should be sent so that discussions could be had in relation to CCTV outside the hall and play area.  Provisional date of 23rd January at 7.30 was agreed.
16/197
Member & committee reports: 

Report from Footpath Warden
- Cllr Moran advised that the dog waste bin had been moved to the wrong location but WDC were arranging to have it moved.  There had been a report that the PROW running across Vale Fresco land was not walkable but Cllr Moran had yet to inspect it herself.

Report updates on Rural Communities – None.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

Parish Plan – The Chairman asked that one more attempt to advertise for someone to lead on the Parish Plan be made in the Parish Magazine before accepting that the plan was abandoned.


VHC –  None
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – Next meeting – 16th January.


Recreation Ground enhancement working party – A meeting provisionally scheduled for 23rd January.
16/198
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

16/199
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Current account 0649818
£       21249.28

as at  20.12.2016

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   48591.84

as at  20.12.2016

FTD 3 month
£       10000.00 

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	84
	001324
	E-on UK Ltd
*
	3073.43
	614.69
	3688.12

	85
	001325
	Offenham RBL Club
	1000.00
	
	1000.00

	86
	001326
	Offenham Village Hall
	18.00
	
	18.00

	87
	001327
	Diane Cox - Admin
	78.91
	12.78
	

	88
	
	
- Mileage
	48.15
	
	

	88
	
	
- Salary 
	505.92
	
	645.76

	
	
	Total
	4724.41
	627.47
	5351.88

	
	
	
	
	
	


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Evans & Moran.

16/200
To consider quarterly review of budget and examine accounts to date.

A copy of the accounts and budget to date had been distributed to all councillors to examine prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve the accounts and budget update.  Proposed LK Seconded RE.
16/201
To be advised of planning matters including:


Applications: 
W/16/02666/LUE – Certificate of Lawfulness Existing
Mrs K Shaw, Faulk Mill Barn, Mill Road Offenham.
Use of redundant barn as living accommodation as approved under planning ref number W/01/02028/CU but     without compliance to condition 3 (restricting to ancillary use – application for certificate of Lawfulness (existing).

OPC – No comment

Notification of Appeal:
W/16/00303/OU  Station Garden Nurseries, Station Rd, Blackminster
Planning Inspectorate Ref: APP/H1840/W/16/3162546
39.

Decisions: 
W/16/02224/PN - Laurels Road Nursery, Laurels Road, Offenham
Retention of 4 static caravans for seasonal workers accommodation together with the removal of 2 further
static caravans – Approved
W/16/02481/PP Mock Morris, Boat Lane, Offenham

Demolition of existing extension. Erect new extension along foot print of existing extension - Approved
16/202
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  


None

16/203
To consider date & time of next meeting –  7.30pm on Monday 6th February 2017

Meeting closed at 8.40pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum


No members of the public present.

Correspondence

· Western Power
· CALC updates

· Marketing 
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        Chairman’s initials………………


