ROUS LENCH PARISH COUNCIL.
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DRAFT

 



	Draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 31st July 2017 at 7:30 pm
in Rous Lench Village Hall.


	Present:
	Cllrs. Mr. White, Mr. Dudley, Mrs. Wickes and Mr. Hughes.

In attendance: Miss H. Robinson (Clerk), District Councillor D Wilkinson and County Cllr Hopkins.


	97/17
	Apologies:  Cllr Jane Davis and District Cllrs A Steele.


	98/17
	Declarations of Interest:  None declared. Councillors reminded of the need to update their register of interests.


	99/17
	Dispensations: Nil received.


	100/17
	Co-option: interested parishioner in attendance.


	101/17
	County, District Cllr. and Police reports:  

County – residents had raised issues about roadworks towards Bishampton and a number of blocked routes in a similar direction. Highways Officers had tried to ensure that routes were accessible and utilise resources effectively by using the equipment whilst in one area for various jobs. A careful balance must be struck. Upcoming paving and footways maintenance – worklist compiled and for any additions to the list – Cllr Hopkins to be contacted by 4/8/2017.
District Cllrs –recent Full Council meeting focused on health and public health and prevention of health issues. A planning application for a private crematorium had been approved in Fladbury as there was a lack of such facilities in the area.
Police report – none. A couple of car break ins had been noticed in the area. 
Action: Clerk to contact Police for an update. 


	Public Question time: Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm, reconvening at 7:45pm. Notes of which are appended to these minutes. 


	102/17  
	Minutes: resolved to adopt the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 22.05.17 and the Planning Meeting held on 12.7.2017


	103/17
	Clerk’s report: 
Parish Lengthsman – agreement between Lengthsman and the Parish Council signed for 2017-18. 
New Homes Bonus – currently available £1488. Storage unit had been installed very recently. 

Action: Clerk to report back to next meeting with update on NHB scheme. 


	104/17
	Policy review

It was agreed that the Staffing and Finance Working Group would carry out a review of the financial regulations and standing orders in September 2017. 

Action: Clerk to circulate a choice of dates in early to mid-September for the meeting.


	105/17
	Financial matters.

	1.
	It was Resolved to authorise payments as listed; Summary of Accounts and bank reconciliation to 07.07.17.  (Appendix 1)


	106/17
	Planning.

	1.
	Correspondence received from the Planning Authority duly noted:
a) W/16/02925/PP – Court Hill House, Rous Lench.  Permission granted.

	2.
	Enforcement issues at The Caravan, Radford Road – the hedge had now grown as high as the fence and has been allowed to stay in place despite previous permission to stay in place for 18 months only. Enforcement have been in touch with the owner again to ask him to move the second caravan. 
Action: District Cllr D Wilkinson to raise both issues of enforcement with the Enforcement Officer. 

	3. 
	Issue raised about mobile home in Alcester Road, Radford – a mobile home and touring caravan had been sited there. Enforcement was aware and had been in touch with the owner to ask him to move them on. 

	4. 
	Land Issue with the ditch at Alcester road, Radford. Concerns had been raised about the land with the ditch being claimed by fencing it in and if it became piped at any time then this could impact on the flooding issue there. This would be a civil matter between Highways and the fence owner.
Action: District Cllr A Hopkins to follow up with Highways. 


	107/17
	Rous Lench and Radford Parish Matters for discussion or decision:   

	1
	Reported Speeding Issue on the Alcester Road, Radford – 
Parishioner had commented on location of VAS – was it in the best place. There are set criteria from Highways for positioning.  Could be potential for Community Speedwatch Scheme which is used elsewhere in the County. Those caught speeding can be written to by Police and frequent offenders can be pulled over through number plate recognition and spoken to by Police. Currently utilised in Inkberrow. 
Action: Clerk to report back to parishioner who raised concern. 

Action: County Cllr Hopkins will contact the Clerk with details of Community Speedwatch. 

	2
	Proposal from Royal British Legion of a parish bench for local service personnel – Council are supportive of the proposal. Concerns about maintenance and where it would be located as village green and hall already served well with benches. Could the Legion recommend a location? 

	3
	Dog Fouling Signage – Cllr Dudley had been to check on the location for the signage. 

Action: Cllr Dudley to email Street Scene and arrange an assessment of the site.

	4
	The enforcement of Footpath 525 – the original objection about a diversion and issue raised with Rights of Way at WCC had been from some years back and current council members were unsure as to what the issue was with this footpath. The Footpath officer had reported that it is narrower but maintained. Councillors were not aware of the diversion and believe established footpath to be a straight line. The Council felt that the established footpath (that of the straight line) should be considered the proper path and any slight deviation which may have been on historic maps was considered so minimal as not to matter. 


	108/17
	To consider correspondence received – 
A meeting invite had been received from Cropthorne Parish Council to all local councils in Wychavon to focus on a core of issues felt not to be addressed adequately and therefore to be raised at the highest level. These being Planning Enforcement, Highways and communication via the Worcestershire HUB. Next meeting planned for September.
Action: Clerk to register the Chairman’s interest. 


	109/17
	Parish Cllrs. report and items for future agendas: 
Neighbourhood Development Plan and an update on Broadband for next meeting. 
Action: Clerk to get an update on Broadband.


Meeting closed at 8.25 pm
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Public Question Time - 4 parishioners in attendance. 
Concern was raised about maintenance of the post box and ivy growth – did it belong to Parish Council. The post box in question belongs to Mr Thorpe at the Court. 
Action: Clerk to contact Mr Thorpe to raise concern. 
Correspondence for distribution that does not require decision unless requested by member.
​​​​​
	1.
	Worcestershire Road works weekly report.

	2.
	Weekly CALC updates

	3.
	Expedient closure of Radford Road for BT repairs. 

	4. 
	Notice of adoption of Community Infrastructure Levy for South Worcs Councils.


Appendix 1 Minute No: 105/17.1
Payments authorised for payment to 31 July 2017
	V. no
	Chq. No.
	Payee
	Details
	Net
	VAT
	TOTAL

	P17-9
	100639
	Miss H. Robinson
	Salary & Expenses
	308.93
	0.00
	308.93

	P17-10
	100640
	HM Revenue & Customs only
	PAYE
	57.60
	0.00
	57.60

	P17-11
	100641
	Mr. P.Skeys
	Parish Lengthsman Jun/July
	412.50
	0.00
	412.50

	
	                 TOTAL
	
	
	779.03
	0.00
	779.03
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