ROUS LENCH PARISH COUNCIL.
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DRAFT

 



	Draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 27th November 2017 at 7:30 pm
in Rous Lench Village Hall.


	Present:
	Cllrs. Mr. Dudley, Mr Hughes, Mrs Wicks and Mr Browne.
In attendance: Miss H. Robinson (Clerk) and County Cllr Hopkins.


	127/17
	Apologies:  Cllr White, Cllr Davies and District Cllrs A Steele and D Wilkinson


	128/17
	Declarations of Interest:  None declared. Councillors reminded of the need to update their register of interests.


	129/17
	Dispensations: Nil received.


	130/17
	Co-option: A vote was taken, and it was unanimously agreed that Mrs Laura Bradley be co-opted onto the parish council. 


	131/17
	County, District Cllr. and Police reports:  

County – Cllr Hopkins had followed up with the WCC Highways about the issue of the ditch at Alcester Road. The trees are on the verge, not the property owners land. These trees were considered to be stopping up the ditch and so the Tree Officers at WCC will be sending a ‘Stopping Up’ letter to the property owner asking them to respond. 
Cllr Hopkins may able to help if there is an issue of where to put the proposed Vehicle Activated Sign if a post is needed to be put up on which to affix it. He could contribute from his County Councillor’s fund. 
District Cllrs – Cllr Browne had been informed that the District Cllrs would be able to report back on the decision made about the planning application on The Caravan, Radford Road. Cllr Hopkins would chase this up. 
Police report – one burglary of a car sales business. Another issue was raised also that the police needed to be aware of which was poaching. 


	Public Question time: Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm, reconvening at 7:55pm. Notes of which are appended to these minutes. 


	132/17  
	Minutes: It was resolved to adopt the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 25.09.17 


	133/17
	Clerk’s report: 
New Homes Bonus – currently available £2420 – need to consider potential ideas to utilise the money. 


	134/17
	Next Steps for New Homes Bonus Grant (NHB)
The Clerk had been sent several ideas from Wychavon DC. These would need more money than was available to the Council. There was a discussion of ideas as to what the money could be spent on including a new vehicle activated sign or works on the village hall such as the bar or heating as some radiators did not seem to be working. 

Action: Clerk to check costs of a vehicle activated sign and battery. 

Action: Cllr Hopkins to speak with Cllr A. Steele about the possibility of using the NHB monies for a speed sign. 


	135/17
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):

Further information had been circulated to Councillors on how to carry out an NDP including costs and process. Cllr Browne spoke about a Village Design Statement that had been done previously in 2004. The feedback from that statement was that some parishioners wanted affordable housing, so their grown-up children could stay in the village. 
Action: Consider what was needed for the future needs of the village at a future meeting and put together a statement to put out to villagers. 



	136/17
	Update on proposal of a new VAS/location site visit:

A visit with the local highways officer, Cllr Dudley and the parishioner to assess viable options to have a speed sign placed in the village. Several locations were agreed to be suitable. Costs would need to be looked at as previously discussed earlier in the meeting.  


	137/17
	Financial matters.

	1.
	It was Resolved to authorise payments as listed; Summary of Accounts and bank reconciliation to 07.11.17.  (Appendix 1)


	138/17
	Planning.

	1. 
	The following application was considered
a) 17/01829/CU The Caravan, Radford Road, Rous Lench, Evesham, WR11 4UL
Change of use of land for stationing of mobile home for residential purposes for a gypsy family - as approved under planning permission ref. no. W/15/01159 but without compliance with condition no. 2 (to allow an additional touring caravan to be stationed on the site).
This application had been approved by the District Council and the Parish Council were awaiting feedback as why this decision had been made. The Parish Council would like to ask the District Council for assurance that they have considered the status of Mr Lee under the new legislation which covers Gypsy and Travellers. 

Action: Cllr Browne to put together some thoughts to the parish council to be submitted to the District. 

	2.
	To note correspondence received from the Planning Authority:

a) Planning Application 17/02053/HP – Sunstones, The Green, Rous Lench, WR11 4UN. 
Proposed single storey side and rear extension. Demolition of shed. Rear extension of garage. 

No objections from the council. Objection from neighbours as to garage door- request that it be put on the other side of the garage. Also concerns that the hedge would be removed affecting privacy as the extension would be against this. The Parish Council felt that the objections and requests should be noted and are mindful of and uphold their validity to be taken into consideration. 

	3. 
	Mobile home on the Alcester Road in Radford –Clerk had contacted Wychavon DC to find out how long the mobile home was permitted to remain. There was currently an issue as to who the owner of the mobile home was as it the landowner had said it did not belong to them. 

Action: Clerk to check progress at next meeting. 

	4. 
	Update on land issue with the ditch at Alcester Road in Radford – covered under County Council report. 


	139/17
	Rous Lench and Radford Parish Matters for discussion or decision:   

	1
	Reported Speeding Issue on the Alcester Road, Radford – 
Clerk had contacted Community Speed watch. We are on the waiting list for the data recorder.  

	2
	Dog Fouling Signage – Cllr Dudley had followed up with the Street Scene Officer. He had not had a response and was concerned that the email address he has for the officer was perhaps not current or incorrect. Action: Clerk to check email.

	3
	Broadband – broadband had arrived in the area and was somewhat improved. 

Action: Cllr Browne to check how far it was now reaching. 


	140/17
	To consider correspondence received – 
a) Salt grit – none needed. Some in current grit bins. 
b) Precept – Cllr Browne would check previous notes from finance meeting where budget and precept was discussed and advise the council if a meeting was needed prior to agreeing the precept at the next council meeting.  
Velo Birmingham and poor communication discussed – this affected some local events badly. 


	141/17
	Parish Cllrs. report and items for future agendas: 
update on Broadband and village plan/NDP. for next meeting. Velo Birmingham.


	143/17
	Future Meeting Dates: January 15th, March 19th, May 21st (Parish Council and Annual Parish Meeting), July 16th and September 17th 2018. 


Meeting closed at 8.50 pm
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Public Question Time - 1 parishioner in attendance. 
Query raised about footpath 525 and what had become of this issue. The Parish Council had put forward their view that they were happy with the path as it is and have contacted the County Council to let them know of this. The County Council are continuing to enforce.
Correspondence for distribution that does not require decision unless requested by member.
​​​​​
	1.
	Worcestershire Road works weekly report.

	2.
	Weekly CALC updates

	3.
	Wychavon Planning updates. 


Appendix 1 Minute No 137/17
Payments authorised for payment to 27th November 2017
	V. no
	Chq. No.
	Payee
	Details
	Net
	VAT
	TOTAL

	P17-16
	100646
	Miss H. Robinson - Clerk
	Salary & Expenses
	533.17
	0.00
	533.17

	P17-17
	100647
	Worcestershire CALC
	Training
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	P17-18
	100648
	South Lenches PC
	VAS battery contribution
	30.00
	0.00
	30.00

	P17-19 
	100649
	Mr P Skeys
	Lengthsman works. 
	412.50
	0.00
	412.50
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