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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th February 2017 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Anthony Ward








Judith Heath

John Heath








Marcus Taylor

Victoria Jervis

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)





Alastair Adams, County Councillor








Keith Wright, District Councillor





16/204
Apologies 

Cllr Moran & Cllr Young 
16/205
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
16/206
To receive presentation from David Wilson Homes followed by a short period to ask questions.

Three representatives from DWH gave a short presentation followed by a question and answer session.  A number of points were raised including loss of water pressure when additional houses were built, promise of fencing and boundary issues and the lawfulness of commencement of construction before discharge of conditions of planning.  Various lively discussions took place.  The District Councillor raised a number of points for clarification.
16/207
Open Forum

Appended to minutes 
16/208
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 9th January were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
16/209
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To consider whether Offenham.org website billing should come directly to the Parish Council or continue to be forwarded by the administrator.


Upon receipt of confirmation for the new website host it was agreed that costing details should 
continue to be forwarded by the administrator as in previous years.
· To consider action required in relation to dead elm trees on the verge in Three Cocks Lane.


This item was raised by a resident during this meeting, it was agreed to pass details on to the 
Lengthsman to address. Clerk to action.
16/210
Clerk’s Report:
Village Hall

· The cost of hiring will rise by £1 per hour wef: 1st May
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Planters

· Maurice Parkinson has removed and replaced 3 planters with the 4th to be replaced after discussion with the sponsor.  The seat in Main Street is now in place near to the new bus shelter.

Street Lights

· The street lights in Laurels Road and Avenue are now complete and have been invoiced; this closes the 2015/16 street light replacement programme.  There are still a number of other street lights which will need updating, these can be considered into the new financial year.  

Lengthsman

· The Lengthsman has cut back hedges in Laurels Road near to the bus stop and Station Road where the hedges have overgrown each side of the road.  He has spoken to both landowners but it would appear that on the one side of the road a BT pole and line is lying on the verge so the Lengsthman was unable to cut back the hedging.
· He advised that the gullies and blocked drains will be addressed shortly to assist with flooding on Station Road.

Properties in Offenham

· Current number of properties in the village total 653.
Western Power 

· The clerk met with a contractor from Western Power to discuss the cutting back of the holly tree located under the power lines in the recreation ground.  WPD advise that they have a 5 – 6  year plan to assess trees close to power lines in order to prevent rather than address issues with trees growing into power lines.  The work should be completed by the end of March.  
16/211
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting
16/212
To consider quotation to service to the Church Clock

It was agreed to accept the quotation of £250 per annum from Timsbury Clocks.  Mr Boyd, proprietor, advised that he would be happy to liaise with Cllr Taylor on day to day care of the clock.  Proposed VJ, Seconded JH.
16/213
To consider actions in relation to the play area improvements including possible CCTV

The plan and quotations for the proposed first stage for the play area was agreed by members and the clerk was instructed to proceed with applying for s106 monies to cover costs.  Proposed RE Seconded VJ.

CCTV was also discussed and the quotation which was obtained by the VHC was considered.  Martin Roberts had advised the Play area working party that there would only be an additional cost of £200 to add a further 2 cameras to the system.  The clerk stated that she would visit the company to clarify details of the system and report back to members.

16/214
To consider request from WDC in relation to the naming of the new development off Laurels/Leasowes Road

Prior to the meeting Councillors were made aware that during 2013 David Wilson Homes and Offenham First School had arranged a competition for school children to name a road in the new development, the winning name was Chestnut Grange.  OPC supported this choice together with Cedar Walk.  Proposed LK Seconded JH.
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16/215
To consider action, if any, to address issues with PROW surfaces

Cllr Moran raised this item, stating that she had been approached by a resident who suggested that the PROW that runs along Mr Brown’s footpath had narrowed and should be widened to expose the chippings underneath.  The clerk advised that landowners were responsible for the PROW on their land and the service was overseen by WCC.  She stated that if the PC maintained one PROW it would be expected to maintain others which had not been budgeted for.  It was agreed that the PC would not take on responsibility for the PROW.  Proposed AW Seconded LK.
16/216
To consider options for traffic calming in Offenham

Defer to next meeting.

16/217
To consider costs for grass cutting and ground care contract for 2017/18

The price review submitted by Maurice Parkinson Contract Services was to increase mowing charges for the recreation ground by £5, Wharf by £3, Village Garden by £3 and footpaths by £5.  Playground inspection fees and Lengthsman hourly rates remain unchanged.  It was agreed to accept these increases and noted that members were very happy with the service provided by Mr Parkinson.  Proposed JH Seconded LK.
16/218
Member & committee reports: 

Report from Footpath Warden
- None in addition to item 12.


Report updates on Rural Communities – None, Cllr Young not present.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - Emails continue to be received.


Parish Plan – In view of the presentation given during Open Forum by Mr Jordan and that no offers had been received to run the project, it was accepted that the PC had no option but to abandon the Parish Plan.


VHC –  The Chairman and Clerk advised that Martin Roberts had attended the Recreation Ground Enhancement Group meeting to update on CCTV, he also stated that the next project for the VHC was to have a patio area and disabled access installed.  He listed a number of other improvements which he was applying for grants to achieve.
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – None


Recreation Ground enhancement working party – A meeting took place on 23rd January at the Village Hall, it was confirmed that the equipment quoted for was the preferred options by the children and the working party.
16/219
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£         6446.40

as at  20.01.2017

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   48593.90

as at  20.01.2017

FTD 3 month
£       10000.00 

FTD 6 weeks
£       10000.00
	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	89
	001328
	Amberol Limited
*
	1141.00
	228.20
	1369.20

	90
	001329
	N Power Ltd
*
	430.86
	21.54
	

	91
	
	N Power Ltd
*
	11.07
	.55
	464.02

	92
	001330
	Wychavon DC
*
	522.60
	91.59
	

	93
	
	Wychavon DC
*
	27.58
	5.52
	

	94
	
	Wychavon DC
*
	27.98
	5.60
	680.87

	95
	001331
	Worcestershire CALC
	75.00
	15.00
	90.00

	96
	001332
	Wychavon District Council
	350.00
	
	350.00

	97
	001333
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	260.00
	
	

	98
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	130.00
	
	390.00

	99
	001334
	Vale Gardens Ltd
	44.42
	8.88
	53.30

	100
	001335
	Offenham Village Hall
	31.50
	
	31.50

	101
	001336
	Diane Cox - Admin
	21.60
	
	

	102
	
	
- Mileage

	28.80
	
	

	102
	
	
- Salary 
	505.72
	
	556.12

	
	
	Sub total
	3608.13
	376.88
	3985.01

	103
	001337
	E-on Energy Solutions
	6966.55
	1393.31
	8359.86

	
	
	Total
	10574.68
	1770.19
	12344.87


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Evans & Moran
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16/220 To receive report from Cllr Ward after the quarterly inspection of accounts.



Cllr Ward confirmed that he had inspected the accounts with no issues found; he stated that they were well presented and easily understood.  

16/221
To be advised of planning matters including:


Applications: 
W/17/00021/PP & W/17/00022/LB  Half Thatch, Church Street, Offenham
Small rear extension to the rear of existing rear entrance lobby.
OPC comment – No objection

Decisions: 
W/16/02889/PP Sandalwood, Boat Lane, Offenham

Construction of a detached garage and turning area. – Approved

16/222
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  


None

16/223
To consider date & time of next meeting –  7 pm on Monday, 6th March 2017 - Annual Parish Meeting followed by Ordinary Parish Council meeting. 


Meeting closed at 9.30pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum


Mr Jordan advised that he had been liaising with Colin Allen in the autumn of last year with the intention of assisting him with the Parish Plan production.  Unfortunately due to family commitments he and his wife were unable to meet with Colin until before Christmas. Unfortunately by this time Colin was unable to commit time for the plan and both Mr and Mrs Jordan felt that to lead a Parish Plan they would need more local knowledge than they had at this time.  He went on to give a detailed account of the Parish Plan process and the importance that a Neighbourhood Plan could have on local development.  

Correspondence

· Offenham Village Hall

· CALC updates

· Lloyds Bank
· Various marketing material

· Offenham RBL Club 
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        Chairman’s initials………………


