Knightwick and Doddenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 9th November 2009 at 8pm in the Village Hall, Knightwick. 

Present; 

Mr S K Munday, Chairman

Mrs G Evans, 

Messrs;  F Budden, D Kirkbright, B Munt, S Twinberrow, G M Brewin (Clerk),  

Apologies: P Edwards, P Walker, C Smith (County Councillor), D Hughes (District Councillor),  A Warburton (District Councillor), B Lee (Parish Paths Warden)

Visitors:  None

Questions from members of the public:  

None

The formal meeting commenced at 8.00pm.

1. Apologies for absence and members declarations of interest.
The apologies for absence from P Edwards and P Walker were accepted. 

2. Members declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of interest in agenda items from members.
3. Confirm Minutes of the annual meeting on 21st September 2009

These had been circulated in advance. They were agreed as a true record and signed by the chairman.

4. Reports; County Councillor,  District Councillors,  Parish Path's Warden.

C Smith - County Councillor 

In sending his apology Cllr C Smith reported; 

1. The county council has just embarked on their next medium term financial strategy which is aiming to cut £45 million out of its budget over a three year period. It is a big challenge but full consultations will take place county wide with individuals and organisations. 

2. I have divided my discretionary road budget across the four parish councils in my division so that you can increase the hours your lengthsman can work. You should shortly be receiving £1250 for this purpose.

Cllr D Hughes  (District Councillor), 

 In sending his apology Cllr D Hughes reported:

1. Recycling & Kerb side collection - MHDC has dropped the proposal for a maximum 2 residual waste sacks per week per household.

2. Joint Core Strategy - Work on the revision of this is continuing to take a major portion of my time at present.

Mr B Lee Parish Paths Warden
In sending his apology Mr B Lee reported that there was nothing of any significance currently but if anyone has any issues for him, would they please let him know.

5. Financial Matters; 

a) Consider the clerk's half-yr report circulated in advance and the proposals for the


Council Budget 2010-11.  See appendix - a


After a discussion it was agreed to keep the precept at the current level of £4500 and if necessary use 

  the reserve to meet necessary maintenance of the Village Hall. The clerk was asked to make a   

  number of small changes relating to the Village Hall income and maintenance and circulate a revised 

  budget for approval at the January meeting.

b) Consider the application for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief from Business Rates - The Butcher's


Shop, The Flying Horse Knightwick, WR6 5PH and consider the following resolution; 


'In pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as


amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that section, 


the Parish Council agrees that this business is of benefit to the local community and it would be


reasonable to grant the relief, and agrees to make a financial contribution of  £40.16 so that the full 


50% Discretionary Relief may be awarded.'

  Agreed unanimously.

6. Planning Matters; Note clerk's delegated responses;

Note clerk's delegated responses;

09/01317/HOU Garage and Workshop - Knightwick Cottage,  Suckley Road, Knightwick - No comment

09/011262/HOU Alterations, erection of garage, The Old Rectory Knightwick - No comment


09/011263/LBC Alterations,  erection of garage, The Old Rectory Knightwick - No comment

Noted

b) 
Review - 09/01318/HOU, General Purpose Barn - Knightwick Cottage Suckley Road, Knightwick


After a review of the application and associated plans the following objection was agreed;


'This council objects to this application.  When considered in conjunction with the existing outbuilding 


and the pending application 09/01317 - Garage and Workshop (to which this council does not object),


the resulting total area of ancillary buildings is in excess of that of the main house and more consistent 


with a 'small holding'  rather than a residential property.'

c) Review - 09/01335/LBC,  Alterations; Sanitary Accommodation, Kitchen, Utility Room, General Repairs,  


The Lenches, Rectory Lane, Knightwick


Agreed 'No Objection'.

7. As trustees of the Village Hall Charity review the safety procedures and assess risks relating to


the hall's use. 

The clerk had obtained the services of a professional inspector to review the fire extinguisher and current legal needs. The existing extinguisher was inappropriate and in poor condition. He had arranged the installation of two new units which met the legal requirements and these would be serviced annually. He would arrange the certification of portable electrical appliances separately.

A visual inspection resulted in the proposal that the total electrical system should be checked and any deviation from the legal requirements reported to the next meeting. The clerk would arrange this.

8.  Correspondence - (Details Circulated in advance)

The clerk drew members' attention to the following items;

WCALC
CALC Update 9-30


WCC
Lengthsman's Funding +£1000


getwithit
IT Conference 4th Nov


HSBC
Current Acc. £3836.43


MHDC
Affordable Housing questionnaire


WCALC
CALC Update 9-33


Valuation Office
Valuation - Village Hall


WCALC
CALC Update 9-35


9. Clerk's Report 

Following a site meeting with John Wallace from WCC Highways Office the following had been agreed:

1. Spoil Heap on A44 Lay-by  - This is still with WCC legal office.

2. Hedge/Fence between Teme River Bridge and Suckley Road junction; WCC would clear vegetation to improve visibility.

3. Road/kerb by Knightwick Surgery - WCC see this as caused by inappropriate parking by surgery users. It was agreed that the clerk would write to the Practice Manager to see if something can be done.

4. Road to Highfields Bungalows and Brickhill Farm - Now agreed as being public highway - the clerk will arrange for the lengthsman to clear the vegetation from the centre of the roadway.

5. Footpath on north side of A44 Teme Bridge needs repairing/clearing - agreed with WCC that the lengthsman could do this..

6. Visibility on A44 bends at Doddenham - undergrowth needs clearing - agreed with WCC that the lengthsman could do this.

10. Items for the next meeting

d) Budget and Precept for 2010-11.

e) Management of Village Hall - review safety procedures etc

f) WCC Highways/Lengthsman actions - see above.

11. Confirm the date of the next meeting:   

Monday 18th January 2010 at 8pm in the Village Hall Knightwick.

The meeting closed at 9.33pm

Chairman .................................................................                                          







