	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 20th March 2017 at 7.30pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor Mrs. L. Green (Chair)
                Councillor Mr. J. Gammond     
                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mrs. C. Gammond
                Police Present: one community           

                                          support officer
	Councillor Mr. C Grainger
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mr. R. Jennings

 Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)
 12 members of the public

	1.
	a) Police Report  - 
Police advised that there were a number of suspicious vehicles around. There had also been reports of dog walkers in local woods where dogs had attacked other dogs.  Otherwise there had been little to report.
Items raised with police by Councillors included:

· Fire at Park Attwood clinic.  Fire Service investigating cause.

· Tree being deliberately damaged at Mary Moors Layby – a specially planted dutch elm resistant elm tree had been broken off

b) Public Forum

Sally Merritt Collins expressed concern about traffic which may misguidedly may come up Hollies Lane when construction commences to the Park Attwood clinic site.  She asked if this could be highlighted to any construction company involved, i.e. that Hollies Lane is just a restricted highway.  Cllr. Yarranton advised that he would consult with the PROW Officer at County Hall when this became imminent, with perhaps help from the Construction company and highways Department with signage stating “no access for construction traffic”. 

A discussion took place with the 12 members of the public present concerning the application for deregistration of Trimpley Green Common.  Inaccuracies in the plans were highlighted, and everyone present unanimously requested that the Parish Council oppose this application.  It was decided to formulate a comment to this effect at the later agenda item.

	2.
	Apologies for Absence –  District Councillor Becky Vale; Cllr C. Grainger.

	3.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mrs. Gammond and Cllr. J Gammond declared an interest in being members of the Village Hall committee.    Cllr. B. Phillips advised a pecuniary interest in respect of the churchyard Grant.  
Cllr. Yarranton declared his office as District and County Councillor.

	4.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 20th February 2017 were approved and signed

	5.
	Application for deregistration of part of Trimpley Common

Comment for submission to the County Council by 31st March 2017:

“APPLICATION TO CORRECT MISTAKEN REGISTRATION OF COMMMON LAND [COMMONS ACT 2006]

Application submitted by Mr & Mrs R Wood of Crofton Park and Mr & Mrs J Pass of Crofton Lodge, Trimpley DY12 1NL

Date of application:  27th July 2016

Application land:  Land forming part of the curtilage of properties under title numbers HW154497 and WR165175

The application is made pursuant to paragraph 6 of Schedule 2 of the Commons Act 2006 (a building wrongly registered as common land).
Comment was made by one councillor that he had used the access to the bank of the pool, by walking on the common ground in recent weeks, and it was noted that the plans submitted were controversial, in that one plan indicated that the applicants owned land up to the bank of the pool, whilst councillors and members of the public advised that to their knowledge there was a corridor against the bank of the pool wide enough for access by a tractor, which had been retained by Mr. Briggs so that he could access the pool bank for maintenance.  

Following the objections raised by members of the public, it was agreed to comment as follows:

“The Parish Council, having checked the documentation in relation to this piece of common land, do not accept that any part of it was wrongly registered as common land [part of Trimpley Green Common (CL 100)].  

The Commons Register shows that the land was finally registered in April 1971 (under the Commons Registration Act 1965 – we refer to Register of Common Land (Land Section) Sheet 299 Entry 4  15th April 1971).  At that time there was no building on or against the land.  The original Mount Cottage was set within its own enclosed garden with the only access through a wicket gate from the road.  There was no access across the common land.  
[see photos/copy maps -Annexe A & B]

Government guidance on Common land states: "..... the curtilage of a building (the land that ‘belongs’ to a building).....".  The Common land clearly did not 'belong' to the original Mount Cottage.    

A planning application KR495/72 for the ‘extension, renovation and improvement’ of the original cottage was submitted in 1972.  This application was refused on 19th December 1972.  

A further application (KR455/73) was later submitted and approved in 1973.  

The modern house (now called Crofton Park, formerly Mount Cottage) was not therefore built until at least 1973.  The present driveway across the common land was constructed at the time this building work was carried out.  The photograph attached to the application and marked “B” c1970, could not have been taken before  1973.

The foregoing shows that the common land was registered two years before the present properties were built, therefore confirming that the common land was correctly registered as such, and was not within the curtilage of a building in April 1971.

We believe that the evidence given above shows that the application fails to meet the requirements of Schedule 2 paragraph 6 of the Commons Act 2006, and should therefore be refused.”

ANNEXE  A
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Extract from  Pre 1973 OS map showing Mount Cottage

Extract from OS Map 1954


Extract from 1889 First Edition OS 6”
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	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District & County Councillor Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
Councillor Gordon Yarranton 
Had reported

· Dead trees by switching station in Crundalls Lane
· 19 instances of flytipping during the last few weeks.

· Also reported was a slippery surface on Crundalls land, but no information to report back on this

· New “Trimpley” Village sign to be erected on Tuesday 21st March, replacing the damaged sign, which was to be left at the Village Hall

The following works would be done in April:-

· Surfacing – Upper Birch road

· Slippery surface on approach to crossroads, Trimpley
Cllr. Yarranton was asked if he would kindly report the following:-

· “Frost” roadsigns not taken up from the parish,(put up when water on the lanes, due to blocked drains)….  although

· Drains still blocked in Hoarstone Lane and by Little Gains, Shatterford Lane

Clerk was to report to Dist. Cllr. Becky Vale that the promised roadsweeping attention had not been evident in Trimpley.
The Chair gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Yarranton for his help in reporting all of these matters.

Clerk to send thanks to Dist. Cllr. Becky Vale for arranging the visit to Envirosort, which was attended by Cllrs. Mrs. C Gammond and Mr. C. Grainger, who had found it very interesting.  It was their aim to encourage schools to visit – and Envirosort would fund the transport to their site for this.  They hoped that educating children would help with the recycling ethic in the future.  The visit had consisted of a talk and a full tour of the site. 

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
16/0325 (Revised Plans)  – Park Attwood Clinic – Conversion of Clinic to 6 x 2 Bedroom and 1 x 3 Bedroom appartment, extension to existing staff house, erection of 4 new dwellings and erection of Garage Block
Had been approved, but full approval details yet to be received by Clerk.

In respect of the trees, the applicant had yet to submit an arboricultural statement, to be approved by the District Arboricultural officer.  It was also noted (in a press report) that there may also be a need for an archaeological survey.  It was agreed that all should keep a watching brief on this matter. 

16/3071PNH Single storey rear extension at RED RIDGE, SANDY LANE, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115QZ.
This permitted development application had been approved.
17/0061 & 0062 Proposed front porch extension at LOW HABBERLEY FARM HOUSE, LOW HABBERLEY, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115RE

Approved

b) New Applications
17/0123 – Certificate of lawfulness: use of dwelling in excess of 10 years – Bridge View, Hill Farm. Northwood Lane, Bewdley

Comment:

We have no evidence to either confirm or refute this claim.  However, we would make the following points:-

a) If the claim of 10 years continuous occupancy without break is affirmed, why has the District Council allowed this to happen?  And indeed, allowed to happen in several other cases.  

b) We believe this property is well within the floodplain area, and as such we understood recent environment policy dictated that in the interests of public safety, permanency would not be granted to habitations in this area.  Please advise on this point.
17/0144 – Proposed detached Bungalow – Fair View, Sandy Lane, Kidderminster

Comment: 
“We would advise that we would not object to this application, subject to the following conditions being satisfied:-

a) All existing outbuildings are taken down within the curtilage of this site, and that this is checked and enforced – including those in connection with the coal merchants business

b) The Highways Authority are consulted and are happy with the traffic use onto the lane and in particular onto the A442

c) A ground toxicity report is provided and check is done on the ground

d) That it is proven and confirmed that there is sufficient room for provision of an adequate septic tank (Building Regs to be consulted prior to approval).”
Permitted Development Notifications (For information only)
17/3008/TE – Equipment Cabinet (2.5M cubed) – telecommunications at Grey Green Farm communications Compound, Crundalls Lane, Bewdley

Comment:

“No objections and recommend approval”
17/3012/PNRES – Change of use of Agricultural building to dwelling house at Barn known as the piggery, Honeybrook Farm, Bridgnorth Road
Councillors were not convinced of the viability of conversion of this building into a dwelling house under permitted development.  They felt that a structural survey ought to be done, (not just a visual inspection) as many of these PD conversions ended up with the structure being totally rebuilt. Clerk was asked to try to arrange a site visit, preferably accompanied by planning officers to try to gauge what  benchmarks make buildings suitable for conversion.  Although it was not incumbent on the Parish Council to comment on this, as it was a Permitted Development Prior Notification, and as such no planning consent was required, comment would be reserved until after the site was viewed.
c)   Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i)  Easter Cottage   
ii) Crundalls Cottage 
iii)Trimpley Green Farm  
iv) Oak Meadow Farm 
v) Sandy Lane – Barn conversion
Nothing further to report.   
     d) New Software
Clerk advised that she had noted that Worcestershire Calc had reported that Bewdley Town Council were looking into a software programme to make plans submitted more clear to councillors on projection.   Clerk to try to keep abreast of developments. 

	  8.
	Progress Reports / Correspondence, and other Outstanding Items
a) Smartwater Provision within the Parish and Crime Prevention
No invoice had yet been received for the Smartwater packs.  Clerk would chase up.
b) VA Sign –  Had been moved to near to Low Habberley Farm and in 5-6 days, the speed warning had been triggered 1110 times.
Cllr Phillips advised that a specialist tool for fixing the Sign to the pole had been lost, and this was making movement of the sign difficult.  He had tried to make one, but it may be that one will have to be purchased.
c) Superfast Broadband – quite a few people had expressed a desire to purchase this, but there had been no movement on availability. A discussion took place on whether there was a cabinet planned for Trimpley, but the matter was further complicated by how many people were supplied/connected to Arley exchange, and how many to Bewdley exchange.  
d) Clare Witnell Blount Charity – Clerk had written to trustees, advising them that the Council had chosen Sally Merritt Collins to be their new representative on the Charity board, and asked them to take this forward.  She had also thanked Mrs. Wendy Wright for her past service in this capacity.

	9.
	Lengthsman – 
Timesheets were submitted and approved for payment for 56 hours @ £10 = £560.  However the remaining Lengthsman’s budget was £556 (£4 over).  Clerk explained that she would need to invoice the County Council for £556, although payment required by the Lengthsman was £560.  Clerk tabled a summary of the Lengthsman’s account for the year.
Litter collection – Clerk tabled a summary of the Litter Collection account for the year, showing a healthy balance.  The District Council had agreed a 2.5% increase for the forthcoming year, and clerk gave details to councillors re consideration of increasing the amount paid to our contractor – Messrs. Archers.  It was agreed to pay an extra £10 per month to Messrs. Archers making the monthly amount to be £110.


	10.

	Financial Reports
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk - PAYE - £65.60
Lengthsman - £560
Trimpley Village Hall – Hire of Room (October 16-March17) - £65.00

Clerk’s Expenses - £49.44

Worcs. CALC – Clerk’s Training - £10

b) Financial Regulations

Clerk had revised the parish’s Financial regulations to bring them into line with current legislation, and these were approved by the Council 

	11.
	Worcestershire CALC

Parish Webpage 
Clerk advised that the County Council Parish webpage she uses to publicise obligatory documents is very unfriendly to users, as the subpage categories held little meaning.

For example, there was no specific category for financial documents.  She had asked CALC to follow this up for her at the County Council; Richard Levett at CALC had advised that he had heard that the County Council were undecided whether to continue support for this webpage, and therefore may not be developing it further.  He advised he would make further investigations, but many parishes were now developing their own website.
NALC Charter Branch for Trees and people passionate about trees
Clerk advised that becoming a “Charter Branch” for trees, woods and people could attract funding of £1500 for projects.  Clerk was asked to make further enquiries.

Dutch Elm Resistant Trees

Cllr Ben Phillips advised that one of these trees, planted at Mary Moors Layby, specifically to replace lost elms in the parish, had been snapped off deliberately.  It was agreed that steps should be taken to replace this.  Clerk would make enquiries.

	12.
	District and County Council  and other Correspondence

a) Arrangement for John Baggott to visit Parish Council at May meeting to inform on GPDO 

Clerk had arranged and confirmed an appointment for John Baggott to attend the  meeting on 15th May.  However, many councillors advised they would be away, and unable to attend on that date, and so it was decided to bring the May meeting forward to 8th May.

Clerk to ask Mr. Baggott if this would be convenient for him, and also to check the availability of the village hall.
b) Neighbourhood plan
Clerk advised that she had been made aware of help towards the organisation of putting in place a Parish Neighbourhood plan.  She had made enquiries by contacting Chaddesley Corbett clerk, who advised that it had been helpful in their parish.  It was agreed to place this on an agenda for future discussion.
c)  Lodged documents at County Records' office.
Clerk advised that she had lodged 5 Minute books and 1 Receipts and Payments book with the County Records office at the Hive at Worcester – Accession Reference 16053

	13.
	Road Accidents
There had been an accident at the top of Hoarstone Lane, when a car had clipped the curve and rolled over.  

	14.
	Other Matters
Birmingham Velo – Road closures on Sunday 24th September 2017
Clerk advised that this would affect the road to Franche from the Habberley Road roundabout at some time between 5a.m and 11.a.m.
Items for Newsletter – to be distributed at  April meeting

Clerk received several suggestions for the April newsletter. 
Statutory requirements for various documents

Clerk advised that she was aware that the parish needed to create some mandatory documentation to comply with legislation – namely 

Disciplinary and Grievance procedures Policy

Equal Opportunities Policy
She would start to draft suitable documents for approval.

	15.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  confirmed as 24th April at 7.30p.m. to include the Annual Parish Meeting.
The meeting closed at 10.15pm.

                                          Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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