

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 January 2017.

Present:  John Sharp (chairman), Stephen Seymour, Brian Porter, Martin Gloster, Anne Jones, Graham Jones, Peter Hawkins, David Fereday, Peter King, Roger Husband


In attendance: 3 members of the public, Mr P Tuthill (County Councillor), J Barker (clerk)
84/16
Apologies
There were apologies from Mr R Nash, Mr A Warburton, and Ms S Rouse
85/16
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None
Open Forum

Planning application16/01328/REM – Elm Hurst Farm

Mrs Walker, whose property shares a boundary with the development, reported that although the inspector had emphasised the importance of ensuring privacy for the neighbouring properties, the plans suggest that no screening has been introduced. This section of the soft boundary is off the edge of the plans and cannot be viewed. There was also significant concern that the development includes street lighting, which is not present in any other part of Leigh Sinton. 
The parish council meeting was reconvened

86/16
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 22 November were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Fereday and approved unanimously.

87/16
Reports from representatives of other bodies:


Worcestershire County Council – Councillor P Tuthill:
· Update on Worcestershire Fire Service. Many functions will move to Hindlip, which will facilitate a joined up service with the police force, also based there.
· WCC aim to trim a further £30m pa from costs, mainly from efficiencies, potentially including further outsourcing.

· There is an extra £6m in the footways budget. There was discussion regarding the lack of attention to cycle paths in the county. Mr Tuthill said he hoped these would be looked at next.
· There is good progress on the extension to the school. Works to the road are almost complete. Responses regarding speed limits are being considered and it is hoped the proposed changes will be made without delay.

· Mr Tuthill has recently provided grants to the local guides and scouts from his discretionary fund.
88/16
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) Overhanging hedges – Suckley Road and Bank House

The Bank House is waiting for a price from the contractor. Mr Sharp has asked for an additional area at the roundabout to be cut back at the same time.
Laburnum Cottage, Suckley Road – the WCC highways liaison engineer has contacted the residents asking them to cut the hedge back. 

2) Blocked drains – Stocks Lane 

The Lengthsman has created a grip. To be removed from the agenda.

3) Speeding and speed limits 

Mr Sharp reported he had sent the latest VAS data to the Safer Roads Partnership. It was felt that no action is needed and that traffic calming measures should be employed before any further enforcement is considered. The VAS will be moved back to the affordable housing in Bransford and will be sited on an alternative 30mph repeater sign on Stocks Lane.
Chapel Lane – Concern had been raised about the speed of traffic using the lane during a recent detour and the parish council had asked WCC to consider a lower speed limit. Following investigation, WCC responded that since the lane is rural with little frontage development and police collision data shows no injury collisions during the past three years, the national speed limit of 60mph, which applies to most rural roads, should be retained.
Church Hill – Following earlier incidents where vehicles have crashed into the building at the bottom of the hill, the parish council requested that the 30mph zone be extended to allow drivers a greater distance to reduce their speed. Following investigation, WCC responded that since the installation of a new bend warning sign, SLOW markings and renewed road markings in autumn 2015 there have been no reported injury collisions. The officer identified no benefit to moving the sign and no other suitable verge wide enough to accommodate it. 
A4103 Bank House roundabout to Chapel Lane – Concern had been raised regarding speeding and roundabout warning signs. Following investigation WCC has agreed to:
· Two new SLOW road markings for the Hereford approach

· One new SLOW road marking on the Worcester approach

· New roundabout warning sign and ‘reduce speed now’ plate for the Worcester approach

· Two ‘no through road’ plates for Post Office Lane

· Additional chevron plate and repositioning of the lit ‘keep left’ plate on the roundabout

· Street lighting team to consider renewal of existing chevron boards and ‘keep left’ signs on the roundabout

· New verge marker posts at the back of the footway on the A4103 Hereford approach

All works to be carried out in approximately 12 weeks.
Mr Porter reported that a marker post has been broken and is on the grass verge by the roundabout. Mr Sharp agreed to investigate.

4) A4103 flooding – request for culvert improvement at Chapel Lane

Mr Sharp has requested that the South Worcestershire Drainage Partnership look at the culvert to see if it can be improved.
Concern was raised that the information in Hereford and Worcester traffic bulletins regarding road closures and diversions is often wrong. It was also noted that ‘road closed’ and diversion signs are often left in position after work is finished and that it would be very helpful if ‘road ahead closed’ signs on long country roads carried an indication of how far ahead the closure is. Concern was also raised about the use of Chapel Lane as a rat run and an ‘access to residents/properties only’ sign be erected.
It was suggested that Ed Dursley, the WCC officer responsible for diversions, be invited to meet with parish councillors to discuss these issues. The clerk to arrange.
5) Request for visual warnings on the road surface on approaches to Bank House roundabout

Dealt with under item 3.
6) Stocks Lane – sinking pothole repairs
Mr Tuthill had investigated with the highways officer and both agreed there was no problem. To be removed from the agenda.

 The following item was brought forward for discussion with Councillor Tuthill.

91/16
To consider a response to the Worcestershire County Council Local Transport Plan consultation

 Prior to considering the plan Cllr Tuthill circulated an up to date copy of the s106 highways    improvements for review. 

It was noted that the footway between Leigh Sinton and Malvern Link, number one on the parish council list of s106 requests, was omitted. 

It was agreed that the item regarding a roundabout at the Stocks Lane/A4103 junction be reworded to ‘improvement of junction from Stocks Lane to A4103’

Mr Gloster noted that since the Elmhurst Farm development is within 5 miles of Malvern Link station the expectation would be for people to cycle there – however there is no cycle lane provided.

Mr Sharp then reviewed the Transport Plan document highlighting the following items:

· SWST3 Ketch to Powick highways improvements should be supported

· SWST12 New link road from A4440 to Martley Road should be supported

· Improving junction of Malvern Road and A4103 – traffic lights are strongly opposed

· SWAT9 Active travel corridor from Leigh Sinton to Malvern Link should be supported – but without the suggested lighting

Councillor Tuthill left the meeting at this point and Mr Seymour took over as chairman for the item on     planning.

89/16  Planning

a) To consider and approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held 13 December 2016

            Having been circulated the minutes were proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Fereday and approved.
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters 

Mr Morris has provided a plan detailing the trees he intends to remove and their replacements and this was circulated. Mr Husband proposed it be accepted, Mr Seymour seconded and it was agreed unanimously. The clerk to inform Mr Morris and request that either Mr Seymour or Mr Sharp meet him onsite prior to work commencing.
c) Planning applications (received after agenda published)

	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Notes

	16/23
	16/01328/REM
	Application for approval of reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) following Outline Permission 14/00324/OUT allowed on appeal APP/J1860/A/14/22/19414 for erection of up to 35 dwellings
	Land at Elm Hurst Farm,
Hereford Road,

Leigh Sinton,

WR13 5EA


	Recommend approval with conditions
Proposed RH

Seconded GJ

Approved unanimously


	See note 1

	16/24
	16/01779/HOU
	Erection of replacement conservatory and single storey side extension
	1 The Corbetts,
Leigh Sinton,

WR13 5HQ
	n/a
	No plans yet online


Note 1. The parish council recommends approval providing the following conditions are met:

· As the plans do not show the proposed method of disposal for surface water, a revised drainage strategy must be provided.

· There should be no street lighting on the new development in line with the existing policy of no street lighting in the village of Leigh Sinton

· The soft boundary to the North East of the site is not shown on the plans. Screening is provided to ensure the privacy of neighbouring residents.

· The public right of way (704C) across the site must be maintained. If required an appropriate diversion is obtained.

· All properties on the site should be provided with air/ground source heating or alternative sources of green energy.

· A safe footway from the estate is provided that joins up with the existing footway in Leigh Sinton so that residents can walk safety to the village and school without having to cross the main road.


We also note that since the development is within 5 miles of Malvern Link station, the original design 
and access statement suggested residents could make the journey by cycle. The parish council do not 
feel this would be safe without the installation of a cycle lane.

d) Planning decisions received from MHDC

16/01613/FUL

Cala Homes

Formation of new vehicular access
Approved
16/01005/CLE

2 Jackson’s Bank
Lawful development certificate

Approval

16/01642/FUL

The Fold

New storage shed


Approval

16/01423/REM

Fir Tree House

Reserved matters, single dwelling
Approval

e) Neighbourhood plan update  


No update

Mr Sharp took over as chair.

90/16
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) High step on footpath
The matter has been reported and is ongoing.
b) Errors on parish website
All errors have now been corrected.
c) Enquiry re procedure to initiate DEFRA footpath inspections

Mr Sharp read out a document, Public rights of way: landowner responsibilities, which details the conditions landowners must comply with to be eligible for single payment scheme payments from the EU. It was agreed that the parish council should write to landowners contravening their responsibilities. Mr Sharp to provide the clerk with contact details. 
d) South Worcestershire Rural Communities report follow-up

Mr King was asked to add the information provided to the evidence being collected for the neighbourhood plan. To be removed from the agenda.

e) Clerk’s contract

The group will be meeting this week.

f) Purchase of red telephone box, Somers Close

The matter is ongoing.

g) Broken stile on footpath C2065 
The matter is ongoing
h) Damaged footway on corner of Sherridge Road

The matter has been reported and Highways have asked the footpath reconstruction team to look at it.

i) Broken slabs on pavement, Somers Close

The slabs have been cleared. Remove from the agenda.

Mrs Jones reported slabs on the footway opposite. Mr Sharp to investigate.

j) Uneven surface and stones on footway outside Windy Ridge

The matter has been dealt with. To remove from the agenda.

k) Relocation of play area litter bin and enquiry re regularity if bin emptying


The bin has been relocated. The contractor has also removed the broken noticeboard in Bransford and 
repaired the damaged railing in the Bransford play area.

It was confirmed that all the parish bins are being emptied on a regular basis.
92/16
To consider a response to the Malvern Hills District Council PSPO Dog Fouling consultation

The consultation document was read out and responses given to the questions provided. The parish council support the imposition of fixed penalties for the offences listed. The clerk to submit the response to MHDC.
93/16
Chapel Lane – Damage to verges

The verges on Chapel Lane were badly damaged when the lane was heavily used during recent road closures. WCC are considering how reinstatement will be funded.
94/16
Finance

a) Accounts paid  


Black Pear Garden Services Ltd

Grass & Hedge cutting

£122.00

Viking 




Office supplies


£74.89

J Barker




Clerk – December

£691.22


Post Office Ltd



HMRC 3rd Qtr


£40.80


St Edburga & St John the Baptist

Donation 2016/17

£750.00


R Wilks




Lengthsman Oct/Nov

£518.40

b) Accounts passed for payment

  J Barker




Clerk – January


£705.17

  J Barker




Norton protection – reimbursed
£79.99

  The Sphere



Donation 2016/17

£25.00

  South Worcs CAB


Donation 2016/17

£250.00

Payments proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Gloster and agreed unanimously. 


c)  Balances


Current account
(at 31.12.2016)





£27,537.84



Savings account
(at 31.12.2016)





£4,876.68
95/16   Reports of committees and working groups
a. Footpath working Group 


No update
b. Memorial Hall
Work to decide on a new heating system is ongoing. Further work is planned to the bars and kitchen area.
96/16
Councillors reports and items for future consideration


No reports
97/16
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 28 February


Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 22 March 


Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.30pm

Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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