
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday, 6th October, 2008, at the Parish Room, Throckmorton.

Members and Officers present:  Mr D Cheetham, Mr C Tucker, Mr J Morrison, Mr D Baldwin, Mr D Burtoft, Mr G Day, Mr J Mills and Mrs C Morris (Clerk).

In attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (WDC, WCC).

The meeting opened at 7.30pm and adjourned to hear from PC Stuart Toms who was pleased that he did not have to report any crime in the villages. He reported that the PACT panel for the Pinvin ward was to meet soon, with Mr Peter Jesson, from Bishampton, as chairman. The survey in the shop did not produce any significant areas of concern for the parish – only three replies were received.
Cllr John Mills, speaking as a member of the public, regarding his rural rate relief application. Councillors thanked Mr Mills.
The meeting reopened at 7.42pm.

ADMIN:
1. To receive apologies and to approve the reason for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Argyle, who was abroad on holiday.


2. To record: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability.

Cllr Baldwin declared his interest as chairman of the village hall committee and as co-ordinator of the First Responder scheme. He also declared his membership of the Bishampton Junior Playground Committee. Cllr Mills declared his interest in Item 11, as did Cllr Cheetham as a personal friend of Mr Mills.


3. To review the council’s allowances scheme.  

Despite an increase in mileage allowance for local Government workers, it was agreed that the current rate of 40 pence per mile for councillors and clerk was adequate and that the council allowances policy should remain the same. Clerk to advertise.  
 









Action Clerk
4. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Sept 4th 2008.

The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings.


NEW ITEMS:
5. To consider reviewing the role of the parish council and its function in the community.

It was agreed that a working party meeting, would be held at Bishampton village hall on November 10th, 7.30pm, to consider the above question. Cllr Liz Tucker is to chair the meeting and all councillors were invited to take part. Cllr Burtoft to organise the hall.    
 








Action Cllr Burtoft.

6. To consider the parish council’s response to the Wychavon flood action plan and any further issues regarding flooding in the parish.

The clerk reported a Flooding and Water Safety seminar being staged by WDC and the fire and rescue service on October 15th. 

Cllr Tucker was making ready to send off all the flood information for the WDC flooding Action Plan. It was reported that there had been some drain work near Moat Farm Lane but there was no news on any of the work that had been planned for the village.

It was agreed that Cllr Cheetham, Cllr Baldwin and Cllr Liz Tucker would try to arrange a meeting with Wychavon chief executive Jack Hegarty to stress the council’s view that work in Bishampton should start as soon as possible. 

7. To consider a response to the Joint Core Strategy proposals (housing).

Members looked at the Joint Core document and it was agreed that the clerk should draft a response from the comments made.  



Action Clerk
8. To consider developments regarding the future of village amenities.

The clerk had sent a letter to Mr Osborne at the shop, indicating the council’s willingness to talk to him about the difficulties which he faces. He replied that he would consider visiting the council’s November meeting. 

The PC had also published a large article in its Newsletter. One reply had been received, 
from someone who aimed to use the shop more but was disappointed that there was not a greater range of produce on offer. It was agreed that the letter should be copied to Mr Osborne for his information.   





Action Clerk

Cllr Mills and Cllr Cheetham declared their interest and left the room for the following item. 
9. To consider an application for Rural Rate Relief (Mr J A Mills, Haircare Advice Salon, Bishampton).

The council agreed unanimously that in difficult times, they would like to support all village businesses and agreed to offer the salon the full rate relief for 2007/8 and 2008/9 which amounted to a total of £47.76. 

10. To consider a letter regarding bus shelters for schoolchildren.

Members read a letter from a parishioner asking them to consider providing a bus shelter for the children waiting for the school bus. They said that while they had sympathy, there were six bus stops on each side of the road throughout the parish and unfortunately could see no areas where pavements were wide enough for a bus stop to be sited. 
Clerk to reply.   





 

Action Clerk

REGULAR ITEMS:
11. Finance
11. To note any receipts.
 
The council had received the second part of its precept payment - £9,360.00
11. To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for September 2008 and note the quarterly budget report.

The council noted the clerk’s budget report for the second quarter.
The cash reconciliation showed that in September, £9,360.00 had been banked and £1,807.74 had been spent, leaving £12,408.87 in the current account. The savings account had accrued £36.46 in interest, bringing its total to £15,641.24. Allowing for an unpresented cheque for £28.50, this left the council’s total cash assets at the end of September standing at £28,050.11. 

11. To approve outstanding invoices for payment.

The following invoice was approved for payment:
1183
 
GBD 

Mowing

£592.32



11. To approve claims for expenses/overtime.

Clerk’s expenses of £8 were approved.

BREAK FOR CHEQUE SIGNING

12. Planning

12. Council’s response to planning applications between meetings: None.

12. Current planning applications:

W/08/01446/PP  - 21 Cottage, Long Lane, Throckmorton, extension to link house and outbuildings to form kitchen and lobby and construct a detached garage. Resubmission of previous plans.


No Objection. Action Clerk
12. Reports on planning decisions:

W/07/01699/CU - Old School House, Main St, Bishampton. Conversion of outbuilding to provide bungalow. Revised scheme.  

APPROVED

W/08/02126/PP – Huntsmans Cottage, Broad Lane (beggars roost). Single storey extension to provide wetroom. Opposing extension to form extended lounge and utility. 







APPROVED

W/08/02059/PP – The Coach House, 6 Lower Farm Barns, Throckmorton.  Installation of wood burner and steel flue.



APPROVED
13. Play Areas  

13. To hear any update from the BATVH play area committee and consider action necessary regarding the Junior Play Area project.

The opening ceremony was due for Oct 24th (pub night) at 7.30pm. The council also agreed to fund a plaque to remember those who contributed to the funding. Cllr Baldwin to organise.  



Action Cllr Baldwin.
13. To consider any other matters relating to the parish play areas.  None.


14. Footpaths: To consider footpath issues and spending of the footpath grant.
-Need for new footpath warden.

Mr Peter Averis had written to resign his position as Parish Paths Warden at the end of the year, having held the position since the scheme began. The Council thanked him on behalf of the parish for his hard work over the years – clerk to write. It was agreed that in the next newsletter, the post would be advertised.
In the meantime, the clerk will seek a meeting with the county footpaths officer to discuss all the footpath issues.  





Action Clerk
15. To consider any parish Lengthsman issues/jobs.

The council asked the clerk to request that the lengthsman trims the hedge outside the village hall before the playground opening, and that he provides the council with his check-sheets for the playground inspections.  



Action Clerk

 
UPDATES:
16. To consider any matters regarding ongoing issues:

· Flooding (as above).
· War Memorial refurbishment. Ongoing.
· Pavements. Correspondence between Mr E Morris and the highways department was noted, regarding the state of the road along Babylon Lane and paint spilled on the road by the shop. The clerk was asked to request that the paint be cleared. 
 









Action Clerk 
· Bus Service improvements. Cllr Liz Tucker reported that a meeting to review all rural bus transport was taking place with county and district council officers, following requests for a better public transport service. Therefore, members decided to wait to hear the outcome from Cllr Tucker, who was attending.
· Newsletter. The clerk was thanked for the newsletter. The only item of feedback was the letter mentioned above.
· Speed Activated signs. No developments.
· Moat Farm Lane conservation area. No developments. 
REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE:

17. PACT news. See PC Toms’ news above.
18. CALC/ training matters. The clerk reported the Calc AGM, on October 9th.
19. To receive reports from councillors and items for future agendas.

County and District Councillor Liz Tucker reported that area forums were due to take place. She also spoke about the new wheelie bin system and gathered experiences of the new service. She heard that there was confusion over the brown bin days, that people in Throckmorton were given the wrong leaflet and left the wrong bins out during the first week and that some people who had requested special help had not received it. 


20. To consider any further items of correspondence. 


·  TRAINING FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CLERKS RE STANDARDS COMMITTEE CHANGES
7pm Wed Oct 22, Civic Centre. Looking at how complaints will now be handled by WDC instead of the standards board for England.

·  Wychavon DC has sports coaches to use in the community and want them to branch into youth and uniformed groups (two free taster sessions on offer). They also want to know about local fetes and events they could support. Contact: tim.brown@wychavon.gov.uk 565578.

· Worcestershire Volunteering Forum meeting to look at opportunities which the London Olympics will open up for volunteers. October 14th, Worcs University, 10am to 1pm.

·  WCC- Waste Core Strategy refreshed issues and options.  Consultation and questionnaire
· Communities and Local Government consultation on Making and Enforcing of Byelaws.
· West Mercia Police – questionnaire on Combined Equality Scheme

· Concessionary bus travel – poster for board.

Circulation: PHS Newsletter/Worcs events diary/ Community First newsline 

21. To affirm the dates of the next meeting of the Parish Council:

The next meeting was confirmed as November 3rd, Bishampton Villages Hall.
The meting closed at 9.45 pm
…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman






Date

Clerk to the Council Mrs C. Morris
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