
5.
MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8th May 2017 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans 

Anthony Ward

Marcus Taylor





Jill Moran

Frederick Young























In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

                                         
Keith Wright, District Councillor

17/023
Apologies 

Cllrs John & Judith Heath, Cllr Jervis and WCC Alastair Adams.
17/024
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

Cllr Ward for item 12.

17/025
Open Forum

No members of the public present. 
17/026
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd April 2017 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
17/027
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· Hand rail on PROW.

Cllr Moran advised that the sponsored dog walk was taking place on the 21st May, she had reported to 
WCC that the handrail that they had had fixed was of poor standard and required attention.  She was 
concerned for safety and asked if WCC did not address the issue prior to the walk taking place would 
the PC arrange for the contractor to make repairs.


It was discussed and agreed that Maurice Parkinson should be asked to make repairs with costs to be 
incurred by the PC up to £100 should WCC fail to address the issue prior to the walk.

· Fixed Term Deposits

The clerk requested that the PC consider investing in short term FTD to boost interest payments.


It was agreed that £10k be invested as previous years for 3 month and 6 week terms.

17/028
Clerk’s Report:
Highways

· WCC have notified that highway grass verge cutting will start in April resulting in some traffic delays.  There are usually 2 safety cuts during the growing season but on occasions up to 3.
Recreation Ground

· WDC Localism Panel and Executive Board have approved OPC’s application for s106 funding to commence the recreation ground enhancement programme.  A meeting with Wicksteed took place on 2nd May together with Maurice Parkinson who will remove old equipment and prepare the ground for the new surface. 

6.


Street lights - energy

· It should be noted that since the installation of new LED streetlights energy usage has been reduced significantly resulting in a fall in billing costs for the last quarter of over £60.  In addition there have also been significant reductions in maintenance charges over the last financial year.

· Quotations have now been received to replace further street lights which can be considered at the next meeting.

Precept & Grant

· £18296 received into bank account on 27th April.
Friends of the St Milburgh Church

· Lisa Farmer made a courtesy call on behalf of the friends to advise that the sponsored dog walk would take in the recreation ground but added that all walkers were being issued with bags for the purpose of cleaning up after their dog.
Land at Boat Lane

· Five written accounts of usage of the land in Boat Lane have been received.
17/029
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting
17/030
To consider renewal of membership of CALC  


The Chairman emphasised the importance of being a CALC member and proposed that OPC’s membership should continue.  All councillors present agreed to continue membership.  Seconded RE.

17/031
To consider acceptance of renewal insurance policy, please note that enhanced rates were approved 2015/16.

The clerk advised that she had spoken to A-on insurers and that they have confirmed that the new equipment planned for the first stage of play area improvements would be covered under the current policy conditions with no additional cost.  Acceptance of the terms was agreed in line with the enhanced rates offered in 2015/16 for 3 year cover.

Proposed RE Seconded AW.

17/032
To consider any further requirements prior to the commencement of works in the recreation ground.

The clerk reported that she had met with the representatives from Wicksteed and Maurice Parkinson in the recreation ground to plan what was required before Wicksteed start the installation of equipment.  


A number of things were highlighted including the safety surface.  A further quote was requested to infill an area which potentially would require additional maintenance and mowing issues in the future.  The plan was inspected by councillors and it was agreed that the additional cost of £1104 should be funded.  Proposed FY Seconded RE.

The need for fencing was questioned by the contractor because unlike many other parishes the play area was not located by a highway.  The wooden fencing currently installed required ongoing maintenance due to decay in acid soil; another option was discussed being metal fencing which was used in a neighbouring parish.  The clerk requested a quotation for an example of potential cost.

Councillors were advised that the cost of metal fencing would be in the region of £11800, various discussions took place and it was decided to wait until after the equipment had been installed and reassess the situation at that time. 


During the visit to the recreation ground a large conifer which is on the boundary of a property in Norval Crescent was looked at with a view to removing branches.  The occupier of the property was present and stated that he had no objection to the removal of branches.  MP advised that the cost for removing the large branches and disposal would be £75.  Councillors considered this and agreed that the work should take place.  Proposed RE Seconded JM.

Cllr Moran suggested that an entry in the parish magazine to advise residents what was happening; this was agreed by all councillors present.
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17/033
To consider actions in relation to CCTV after meeting with VHC member.

The clerk stated that she had been advised by Martin Roberts that the VHC was happy to have CCTV installed on the hall for the benefit of the hall and surrounding area.  It was suggested that an article should be placed in the parish magazine to ask residents to contact the PC if they did not support installing CCTV.  

Further consideration to be deferred to the next meeting when feedback from residents could be considered with the possibility of applying for NHB.
17/034
To consider request from the Wake Committee for a donation towards insurance costs to hold village events.

Cllr Ward left the room.


The Wake committee advised that the cost of Annual Insurance had risen to £941.26 this year, it was agreed that the PC should cover the cost of insurance.  Proposed LK Seconded FY.
17/035
To consider actions in relation to traffic calming in Offenham after meeting with WCC Highways.

The clerk asked for clarity on locations and numbers for a new quotation.  Discussions took place about the visibility issues at the junction of Three Cocks Lane from Newtown with the number of signs already in place.  County Councillor, Alastair Adams had previously advised that the street sign was to be moved for better vision.  Cllr Taylor suggested that a size model be used to gauge if installing gates would hinder motorists exiting Three Cocks Lane. 

Defer to next meeting to establish the number of gates required for new quotation after site inspection.

17/036
Member & committee reports: 

Report from Footpath Warden
 - No additional report.

Report updates on Rural Communities – Cllr Young reported that he had been approached about the ground height increase on the new development.  Cllr Evans reminded councillors that this issue had previously been raised in relation to Crabtree Leys and again this was included in the planning documents submitted by DWH.

Neighbourhood Watch
 - Emails continue to be received, the clerk advised that a survey had been received for feedback on the new practice of forwarding emails.  The clerk responded on behalf of the PC advising that emails were received not only for the local area but also Shropshire and Herefordshire with the request that local information only was sent.

VHC –  No additional report.
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – The next meeting is on 22nd June.

17/037
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£       33758.86

as at  05.05.2017

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   43599.52

as at  05.05.2017

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	9
	001350
	Wychavon DC
*
	77.54
	2.58
	80.12

	10
	001351
	N Power Ltd
*
	10.86
	.54
	11.40

	11
	001352
	E-on Energy Solutions Ltd
	87.50
	17.50
	105.00

	12
	001353
	N Power Ltd
	366.47
	18.32
	384.79

	13
	001354
	Worcestershire CALC
	725.01
	128.55
	853.56

	14
	001355
	Iain A Selkirk
	120.00
	
	120.00

	15
	001356
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	15.00
	
	

	16
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	773.00
	
	788.00

	17
	001357
	Offenham Village Hall
	20.00
	
	20.00

	18
	001358
	Diane Cox – Admin
	87.46
	11.83
	

	19
	
	
- Mileage

	56.70
	
	

	19
	
	
- Salary 
	505.92
	
	661.91

	
	
	Total
	2845.46
	179.32
	3024.78

	
	
	
	
	
	


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Evans & Jervis.
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17/038
To receive confirmation from Cllr Ward that quarterly inspection of accounts has taken place.

Cllr Ward confirmed that the final quarterly check of accounts had taken place and that the accounts were in order.

17/039
To receive report from Internal Auditor, Iain Selkirk


The report from Iain Selkirk had been forwarded to all councillors prior to this meeting.  Councillors confirmed that the report had been inspected.  No action required.

17/040
To approve the Annual Governance Statement

The Annual Governance Statement had been scanned and emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting.  All councillors present approved this statement on behalf of OPC.  Proposed AW Seconded JM.

17/041
To approve Accounting Statements for 2016/17

The Accounting Statements for 2016/17 had been scanned and emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting.  All councillors present approved the Accounting Statement on behalf of OPC.  Proposed AW Seconded JM.
17/042
To be advised of planning matters including:

W/17/00787/FUL – Land rear of Mill Field, Laurels Road, Offenham
Two detached houses and associated parking and external works.

OPC comment:
· Outside the village boundary and not included in SWDP.
· Not in keeping with other properties locally.

· Safety concerns on well used PROW .
· Increased traffic on narrow road.

· Ruination of one of the few remaining views of the Cotswold escarpment.

· WDC can demonstrate  5 year land supply

W/17/00068/FUL – Evesham Vale Growers, Blackminster, Offenham WR11 7TD
Demolition of glasshouse, erection of extension to existing packhouse.

OPC comment: No objection
W/17/00818/HP  Melody House, Leasowes Rd, Offenham

Single storey extension to rear to provide additional kitchen space and study area.
OPC comment:  No objection.

Decisions:

W/17/00104/FUL - Westlands Nurseries Ltd, Station Road, Offenham

Extension to agricultural building. – Approved
17/043
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  

· To consider the replacement of street lights
· To consider application for a donation by Offenham Cricket Club

17/044
To consider date & time of next meeting –  7.30 pm on Monday, 5th June 2017 


Meeting closed at 9:30pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum


Report from Wychavon District Councillor, Keith Wright.

Cllr Wright offered his congratulations to the newly appointed County Councillor, Alastair Adams with the request that it should be minuted.



The planning application for Evesham Vale Growers would be heard by the planning committee, Cllr Wright advised that he would not be objecting to this application.


He added that WDC were continuing to offer Council Tax Exceptional Hardship payments to those who met the criteria.

He stated that there was currently little to report due to the election period.


Correspondence 
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        Chairman’s initials………………


