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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL
 Ref:  01/17 P.
1077
MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING of FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 2nd May 2017 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall

A ten minute period was set aside before the meeting commenced for Public Participation.   No members of the public attended.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Those present were:
Chairman Cllr Will Taylor, Cllrs David Clifford, Christine Orr-Cooper, Caroline Spencer, Norman Hewer and Rosemarie Ryan.
Also in attendance:
Pat Jones, the Clerk.

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr William Taylor was nominated by Cllr David Clifford to continue as Chairman of Finstall Parish Council for the ensuing year and this was seconded by Cllr Caroline Spencer.  All Members present were in favour and Cllr William Taylor was duly elected Chairman.  Cllr Taylor then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was duly witnessed by the Clerk.  
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Caroline Spencer nominated Cllr David Clifford to be Vice Chairman of Finstall Parish Council for the ensuing year and this was seconded by Cllr Rosemarie Ryan.  All Members present were in favour and Cllr David Clifford was duly elected Vice Chairman.  Cllr Clifford then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was duly witnessed by the Clerk.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE HALL:

Cllrs William Taylor, Wendy Molloy and Rosemarie Ryan are currently the Parish Council Representatives on the Management Committee of the Village Hall; they were all willing to stand again and were duly appointed.
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2.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr Wendy Molloy due to ill health and Cllr Kit Taylor who was also poorly.
3.
MINUTES REFERENCE 011/17 P.1073-1076

Minutes recording the meeting held on 4th April 2017 as circulated were 
taken 
as read, approved and signed.
4.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:


Cllr Taylor declared an interest in item 9 Chairman's Allowance.


Cllr Spencer declared an interest in item 12 Planning.
5.
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION:
a) The Clerk reported that despite sending emails asking for updates no further news had been received from Richard Lambert or Dale Birch on the planning contravention in Walnut Lane.

b) Mrs Sarah Hember’s name was added to the waiting list for allotments in Penmanor and the Clerk confirmed that there wereH now 3 names on the list.  After discussion it was decided that there was no land suitable to create more allotments in Penmanor.
6.
CORRESPONDENCE

Items  a), b), c) and d),  were all noted. 


e)   Following the email on Bromsgrove Partnership Groups it was agreed that 

      there would be no merit in any of the Parish Councillors sitting on any of 

      these committees.

f)    It was reported that although an invoice had been received from

      Playsafety for their inspection of the Play equipment no report had been   

      received.  The Clerk was asked to chase this.  Resolved.

7.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2016/2017
Section 1 of the Annual Return – Annual Governance Statement 2016/2017 was considered by all members, agreed and duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Resolved.
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8.
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT TO 31ST MARCH 2017 AND  
SCHEDULE OF FIXED ASSETS

To consider the Receipts and Payments Account for the year to 31st March 2014 and the Schedule of Fixed Assets. .     Resolved:  It was proposed by Cllr Clifford and seconded by Cllr Spencer that the Receipts and Payments Account for the year to 31st March 2017 and the Schedule of Fixed Assets be approved.  All members present were in agreement and these were signed by the Chairman.
9.
ANNUAL AUDIT AND REVIEW OF INTERNAL CONTROLS

The date of the Annual Audit has been set at 9th June 2017 and the Annual Return must be returned to the External Auditor, Grant Thornton, by that date.  
Resolved: It was proposed by Cllr Clifford and seconded by Cllr Hewer that the figures in Section 2 – Statement of Accounts be approved.  All members present were in agreement and these were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
The Risk Revue documents for years ending 30th April 2016 and 2017 were both agreed by all members and these were signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  Resolved.

The Clerk confirmed that the internal audit had been carried out by Pat Butts and she was happy to sign off the accounts as being a correct record.

10.
CHAIRMAN'S ALLOWANCE

To consider the Chairman's Allowance for 2017/2018.   Resolved: The Chair 
was taken by Cllr Clifford whilst this item was being discussed and he 
proposed that the Chairman’s Allowance be increased to £500 for the ensuing 
year, this was seconded by Cllr Orr-Cooper and all members present were in 
agreement.
11.
PENMANOR PLAY AREA AND LEASE
It was confirmed that the new lease for the playing field had been sealed by BDC and an invoice for the 1st year’s rent will be received shortly. Resolved.
It was also confirmed that 2 quotes had been received for the mowing of the grass and the emptying of the dog bins.  The Clerk reported that BDC may be interested in this work also and a quote should be received shortly.  In the meantime Cllr Taylor confirmed that Bob Hollick was happy to cut the grass as and when required and receive one off payments. Resolved.
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12.
PARISH LENGTHSMAN SCHEME

It was agreed to continue participating in this scheme for 2017/2018 and that the Clerk should sign the Agreement.  The grant available for Finstall is the same as last year £2784. Resolved.

Simon Skeys, the lengthsman, was unable to attend the meeting so it was agreed to pay his invoice for March 2017 and to ask him to attend the June meeting to discuss various issues which have arisen. Resolved.
13.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION


Planning Applications: 


17/0084  :  41 Finstall Road Bromsgrove

Increase roof height by 0.5 metre to accommodate 2 bedrooms with 1 en-suite.  New dormer window to front.

Finstall Parish Council had no objection to this application.

Planning Approvals: None to date
           Planning Refusals:  None to date  


Planning Matters:    None to date  

14.
FINANCE 


a) 
RECEIPTS :

Interest Money Manager Account 11th January

0.06    


Interest Money Manager Account 11th February
0.06

 
Interest Money Manager Account 11th March               0.06


Precept 2017 - 2018



     3937.50
     



Interest on temporary loan with BDC

         38.75


Repayment of lengthsman fee Dec/Jan

       479.00








  £4,455.43

It was Resolved that the following payments be made:
b) PAYMENTS:

      
Three Counties Payroll March 2016


14.04



Pat Jones Salary & Expenses April 2017 
         368.45



HMRC tax on Clerk’s salary



12.20 



Lorraine Griffiths Salary & Exenses April 2017

56.90      



CALC annual membership



         386.96


Came & Co Insurance



         436.55



Playsafety Ltd Inspection of play area

 
79.80

     Mrs L Male Caretakers fee Jan/March 2017
           50.00


     Simon Skeys lengthsman fee March 2017
         550.00

      Cllr W Taylor Chairman’s allowance

         500.00
 







    £2,454.90 
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15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Resolved:  The next meeting will be an Ordinary Meeting of Finstall Parish 
Council to commence at 7.30pm on Tuesday 6th June 2017 in the Village Hall.  
Noted.

16.
OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY  -  not referred to in the Agenda. 

It was reported that full bin bags were being left in the bus stop.

It was also reported that the local postman was retiring after 43 years service and it was agreed to purchase a card to thank him for all his hard work.

Cllr Clifford informed the meeting that a large amount of rubbish had been dumped in the lay-by in Grimley Lane and the high winds had spread it around.  It was agreed to contact environmental health about this problem.

It was reported that the footpath which runs from Walnut Lane along the perimeter of the rugby club and on to Finstall Road needed some attention.  There was broken barbed wire fencing along this path which was dangerous for the many dogs and dog walkers who use this path.  Also the wooden fencing along part of this path was broken and was falling onto the path. It was unsure whether the footpath officer, Mac MacDonald, was well enough to patrol the paths in the village and it was also reported that he could be leaving the district shortly.  It was agreed to contact Patrick White at WCC and update him on the situation.
The Clerk reported on the internal audit.  The auditor reported that there were no significant areas for improvement and no weaknesses identified and she was happy to sign off the accounts.  She did point out to the Clerk that the review of the Financial Regulations and the Risk Management need to be entered in the minutes in future.  There were also 2 items of outstanding income which have since been dealt with.  The Clerk confirmed that she was hoping to update all the Financial Regulation documents during this financial year.

The Clerk announced that she had reluctantly decided to retire at the end of the year as she and her husband were hoping to spend many more long holidays in Australia with family.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.50.


Signed…………………………….                               Date……………………………..                                                                                                                    
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