 

ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 2017 IN ELMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 PM



Present:
Councillors
Roger Clift (Chairman)







Ann Carter (Vice Chairman)

Bernard Brown
Charles Caddick

Andrew Halfpenny

Tim Ireson



In Attendance:

District Cllr. Tony Miller
Sylvia Clift (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence
Cllr. Barbara Talbot had apologised for absence and District Cllr. Lynne Duffy had apologised for non-attendance as had County Cllr. Peter Tomlinson. 
2. Police Report

On 23rd June 2017 there was an outbuilding burglary at Broadhouse Farm, Elmbridge. Theft of a quadbike, a lawnmower, a chain saw and hedge cutters resulted.
PC Phillipa Sevens is now responsible for the Elmbridge area and will attend a Parish Council as soon as possible.
3. Declarations of Interest 
None.
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2017
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. 

Matters arising

5.1 SmartWater (Item 5.1)
Signage would be erected by the Chairman and Cllr. Andrew Halfpenny.
5.2 Velo Birmingham (Item 10.1) The route had been changed and the A442 was not to be closed.

5.3 Gigaclear and Broadband (Item 10.2) The position was still unclear. A decision would be made by the end of July. If Gigaclear could not fulfil its contract, the County Council would approach other providers, Open Reach or Airband. There was concern that Gigaclear had personal and bank details of potential customers which should not be retained by the company if it withdrew from its contract. District Cllr. Tony Miller would investigate this.
6.  General 
6.1 Lengthsman Update. 
· Drains. Covers had been cleaned and silt and debris had been cleared in Elmbridge Lane, Crown Lane, Addis Lane and Purshull Green.
· Foliage had been cleared from grit bins.
· Road Grips. These had been improved in Addis Lane (Watery Lane)
· Signs.  Signage had been washed and foliage removed from them in Cutnall Green and The Knoll.
· The Clerk would ask the Lengthsman to cut grass at The Knoll and cut foliage on the right hand side of the path leading from the A442 (Old Police House) to New Road.
6.2 Highways.

· Potholes had been repaired in Horton Lane and more maintenance would be carried out. A pothole in Elmbridge Lane had been repaired. There had been no response to date to problems in Elmbridge Green Lane or on the bends below the Church.
· Grass verges had been cut very early. The Clerk would ask Highways if the Parish Council could pay for an extra cut.

· Tree Roots remained a problem in Elmbridge Lane. The Clerk would contact Highways.

· Trees overhanging the A442 at the Knoll were still a hazard. Wychavon Dc and Highways both refused to accept responsibility. The Clerk would pursue this.

· The new Highways Engineer was Gerry Brienza. He was contactable on 01905 846094.

7. Finance

7.1 Current Balance


The balance on the Current Account was £12,558.17
7.2 Payments

            The following payments were approved
D
David Miles
      £210.00 (Lengthsman)

Elmbridge Village Hall                 £12.00 (Room Hire – November and January)



7.3 Audit

A satisfactory Internal Audit had taken place on 24th May.


Requirements for the External Audit had been met by 9th June. No response had yet been received.
8. Planning
8.1 Elmbridge Manor. Possible breach of planning regulations. An enforcement visit had taken place and a detailed report had been received from Graeme Duerden, Development Control Manager. All works were considered necessary for agricultural purposes. Works had been undertaken to repair existing bridge and sluice and existing ponds upgraded to prevent flooding. There was no change of use and therefore no planning permission was required.
8.2 Barn End, Elmbridge Lane. Permission to relocate a summer house to within the domestic curtilage had been refused.

8.3 Broadfield Farm, Cutnall Green.  Application to demolish former agricultural buildings and replace with a workshop building for commercial use B1/B8 had been refused.

8.4 Cornshire Field Farm. An application to convert a barn into a dwelling had been submitted under GPD Q classification. There was no requirement for the Parish Council to be informed or consulted. Wychavon Dc were to make a decision by 21st July.
8.5 Field adjacent to Church Farm, Elmbridge. An application to erect a steel barn had been submitted under GPD Agricultural Regulations. There had been much local concern because of the proposed location. The application was withdrawn because these regulations did not apply within 3 kilometres of an airfield and therefore full planning permission was needed.

8.6 8 The Green. Permission had been granted for a 2 storey extension to replace an existing single storey extension.
No decision had yet been received about signage on Bryans Green. It was ongoing and District Cllr. Tony Miller would investigate.

9. Correspondence

9.1 The County Councillor’s Post County Election Report had been circulated. 
9.2 A list detailing 34 items of correspondence and relevant emails was circulated to Councillors. In addition update emails had been received from CALC.

10. Items of Interest

10.1 The Charity Fields had been let to Tooles for £250 p.a. and Ruebens for £275 p.a. A cheque had been received from Halls.
10.2 Signs at The Knoll. The Clerk would contact Highways.
10.3 Hedges outside Apsley House and Tanglewood were overgrown.

11. Next meeting


THURSDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2017 (4th Thursday in the month) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

Future date arranged was Thursday 16th November 2017
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