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THE MINUTES of an ORDINARY MEETING of TUTNALL & COBLEY PARISH COUNCIL

held on Tuesday 8 June 2010 at 7.20 p.m. in the Community Hall, Tardebigge

Present:  
Cllrs G Whitehouse, K Tolley, L Denyer, P Whittaker, S Cooper, M Pengelly,

                M Ashwin, C Hicks
In Attendance:  The Clerk 

1
APOLOGIES: County Councillor E Moffett


2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  Cllr P Whittaker – planning items as he is a member of Bromsgrove District Council Planning Committee.   
c) Prejudicial Interests:  

      Cllr L Denyer who is a member of the Management Committee of the Community Hall.  

      Cllr M Ashwin in respect of planning item 7  10/348

3
MINUTES Ref:  P.809 – P812

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2010 were approved.  Proposed:  Cllr Ashwin; Seconded:  Cllr Cooper; All approved.

4
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION:

Clerk:  The Clerk updated Members on the Bromsgrove CALC meeting on 2 June.  Clerk to write to Worcestershire CALC regarding Worcestershire CC’s proposal for a service level agreement to replace the parish charter (not signed by T&C PC); Members were of the opinion such an agreement was unnecessary.

The Clerk’s report was noted.  

Chairman:  The Chairman’s comments would be covered in the meeting.

5 POLICE REPORT:

CSO John Tilt’s emailed report:

17 May:  Tug Cottages, Alcester Road:  Reported break-in.

19 May:  The Barns, Hewell Lane:  Report of children/youths playing in courtyard area.  Activity to be monitored; occupiers of units advised of action.

27 & 30 May:  The Tardebigge, Hewell Lane:  Attempts to tamper with the doors, no entry gained.  Targeted patrols have been set-up.

29 May:  Dolan Park Hospital, Stoney Lane:  Cyclist went over handlebars when hit a pothole and taken to hospital.

PACT Meeting will be held at 7pm on Tuesday 6 July at Tardebigge Church Hall.

6 CORRESPONDENCE: 

All items received were tabled in a folder for Councillors’ inspection at the meeting and were Noted.  

7 PLANNING MATTERS:
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Applications for Consideration: 

10/0348  Weights Farm, Weights Lane:  Steel portal framed building to house cattle.  Following a vote it was Resolved to comment that Members objected to the application as many of the previously constructed agricultural buildings had been turned into industrial units.  Can an industrial unit be converted back to agricultural?  However, if permission is granted can a time restriction of, say, ten years be imposed before another change of use is permitted?

Approvals: None received.

Refusals:  None received.

Planning Matters:  

10/0044  2 Tutnall Grange:  Proposed 2nd floor balcony to front elevation – Householder Fast Track Appeal notification.

1 July Planning Training Seminar arranged by Catshill & North Marlbrook PC.

8
INSURANCE – EMPLOYEE DISHONESTY SECTION:  Clerk to obtain character reference  

            from previous employer(s).

9
LENGTHSMAN SCHEME:  

Blackwell Road:  Golf Club to be asked to clear their ditch or provide a tractor and trailer for the Lengthsman to do the work.

Grange Lane:  Lengthsman to ditch 25 yds where reinstatement works had previously been carried out where lorry went into the ditch.

Lengthsman Steering Group Minutes 12 April 2010:  

· Gritting has now been written into the lengthsman contract.  

· Each County Councillor Member had a fund of £4,000 to be spent on minor highways works (Locally Determined Fund).

· Some joint working was taking place with public rights of way.

10
HIGHWAYS MATTERS:  

Grit bins:  reply from Nick Yarwood, WCC, regarding location and policy was given to Members.  Cllr Tolley agreed to contact N Yarwood re Brockhill Lane gradients and grit storage.

County Cllr Moffett’s report was relayed:  

· Hewell Lane:  Overgrown hedges near The Elbows:  Further to her meeting with M Walton and R Clewer, WCC, the Parish Council has been asked to obtain quotations for this work to be done by a contractor, with payment through the Lengthsman scheme.  The quotations are to be sent to M Walton who will pass to D Hunter for approval.

· Woodlands, Brockhill Lane:  as funding time-limited, work needs to be done urgently.

· Tutnall Lane:  Tutnall Corner crash barriers:  work is being authorised via Julian Brown; the Parish Council has been asked to contact M Walton for an update.


11
NEWSLETTER:  Clerk to obtain quotations: A4, double column, with a glossy colour cover and a centre page devoted to colour photos.

12
PARISH SOCIAL HISTORY:  Members to ask residents if they would be interested in contributing.  Cllr Hicks agreed to help coordinate a photograph collection.


Clerk to ascertain whether information gathered can be posted on the WCC website.
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13
VISUAL AMENITY ENHANCEMENT OF THE PARISH:  It was agreed:


Land behind the Tardebigge:  6inch wooden bollards, 2 ft high, to be purchased and erected around the apple trees.  Hewell Prison are happy to tidy-up this area and install the bollards; positions to be agreed at a site meeting.


Alcester Road, opposite Holyoakes Lane:  daffodils to be planted.


Broad Green Island:  Seasonal bedding to be provided by Hewell Prison.  Daffodil bulbs would be incorporated into the autumn planting.  


Gateway signs / flower boxes:  the County Council to be requested to erect ‘Tardebigge’ signs:



Alcester Road on the church side of the parish council bus stop



Hewell Lane near Tack Farm



Broad Green Island 


If the request is turned down, then permission for the Parish Council to put up signs is to be sought.


Broad Green mowing:  it was noted that the grass had not been collected or mulched.  In the autumn, topsoil is to be brought in to level off the ‘dips’ and the area reseeded.  


Next year’s contract is to commence 1 March.

14     COMMUNITY RESILIENCE:  It was noted that Cllr Cooper and the Clerk would attend the       

        County’s workshop ‘Voluntary Sector Ready to Respond’ on 6 July.  In addition, a meeting had been  

           arranged for 4 August with Bromsgrove DC and Redditch BC to hear the parish council’s views on  

           creating a community plan for parishes.

15
DATA PROTECTION ACT REGISTRATION:  After much debate, it was agreed the Council should register until it received advice to the contrary.

16     FINANCE: 








 


a)
Bank Balances: as at  31 May 2010   
   Current Account   
        

    £7,431.16      




  31 December  2009        Deposit Account         
    £3,790.31




   
                  Total Balance                
               £11,221.47

b)
Receipts:  
Co-op Bank:  Interest 5 May 2010  
         
       

  £        0.99

Worcestershire County Council:  Lengthsman



              £    264.00







Total


  £    264.99

c)      Payments for Approval:

Simon Skeys:  Lengthsman Scheme May 2010

       

     
£    168.00

Brookfield Contract Services:  Mowing of Footpaths 18/19 


£     24.00

Patricia Butts:  Internal Audit Fee





£    125.00

The Information Commissioner (DPA application)



£     35.00

Helen Davies: Clerk’s Remuneration 1 March – 31 May 2010

           Salary £745.58; expenses £224.79




£    970.37
HMRC: 









£    186.39

North Worcestershire Lawn & Garden Equipment:  

brush cutter repairs     
VAT £16.26



£    109.19


Simon Skeys:  Lengthsman Scheme:  



Replacement for cheque no: 100447




£    252.00









Total
£  1,869.95 

d)      Un-presented Cheques:  
Simon Skeys (cheque lost in post?)

£    252.00
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e) Internal Auditor’s Report 2009/10:  Noted


f) Quarterly Audit:  Carried out and no problems were identified.

g)      Finance Items – Proposed:  Cllr Hicks and Seconded:  Cllr Denyer, All in favour.
17
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION:









DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Update on District Council matters was given.  Cllr Whittaker was hosting a barn dance on 23 July on behalf of the Chairman of the Council; proceeds to Help for Hero’s Charity.  Members offered assistance in running the event.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Covered in Item 10.

FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT:  Nothing significant to report although replies from the  County Council on various matters were still outstanding.
TREE WARDEN’S REPORT:  Nothing to report.
COMMUNITY HALL REPORT:  Had not yet met.
CHARITIES REPORT:  No meeting had taken place that month.

CONSERVATION OFFICER’S REPORT:  Nothing significant to report.

18     COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS:  

Tutnall Lane:  Ingress of cattle to gardens early one morning last week.


Reply from the MP re attending a parish council meeting was noted; the council was unable to change their meeting dates but perhaps the MP could attend on 14 September before he returns to Parliament?

Code of Conduct Refresher Training on 21 June was noted.

19
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Resolved:  There will be an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.20pm at Tardebigge Community Hall on Tuesday, 13 July 2010.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 10.00 p.m. 

Signed : ………………………………………………Chairman

Date :    13 July 2010    







