

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 26 September 2017.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr B Porter, Mr R Husband, Mr M Gloster, Mr S Seymour

In attendance: Mr P Tuthill (County Councillor) – part meeting, Mr A Warburton (District Cllr) – 
part meeting, three residents, J Barker (clerk)
42/17
Apologies
There were apologies from Mr P Hawkins, Mr G Jones, Mr P King, Mrs A Jones, Mr D Fereday, Mr R Nash and Cllr S Rouse
43/17
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None
Meeting closed for open forum.

Open Forum 
Jubilee Garden Maintenance – A resident of Kiln Lane reported that the garden had been neglected since the spring, and although some work has now been started it still needs considerable cutting back and weeding. The chairman explained that the parish council had had to appoint a new gardener and a schedule of work to maintain and improve the garden had now been agreed.
Dangerous parking around Kiln Lane – the same resident explained the difficulties caused by cars being parked too close to the Kiln Lane turning, both on Kiln Lane and the main road, making it difficult and dangerous to pull out. Mr Seymour reported that he had advised the resident to contact the Safer Roads Partnership and the clerk confirmed that the parish council had also reported the problem to the local policing team, who had attended, but identified no visibility issues at the time of the visit.
Community Speedwatch
Mr & Mrs Adkins had seen the call for Community Speedwatch volunteers in The Sphere and Mr Adkins put himself forward and noted Jon Gamble would also be interested.
All three items were on the agenda for further discussion later in the meeting. The chairman thanked the residents for their input and the meeting was re-opened.

44/17
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council and annual meetings held on 25 July 2017 were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Porter and approved unanimously.

45/17
Reports from representatives of other bodies:


Malvern Hills District Council
 - Cllr Rouse had provided a report, which was read by the chairman:

· School Parking. A number of local residents have complained about ongoing parking problems around the school. She reported that the drop-off carpark is being well used and has eased the problem, though given the number of children being dropped off it was unrealistic to expect this to completely solve the parking issue. Two new bollards have been erected on the grass verve at the corner of Stocks Lane and the A4103, which should prevent people parking dangerously on the grass verge. She confirmed that she would continue to monitor the situation.

· Speed limits by the school. It appears many people are ignoring the new speed limit and that having the gates at one point and the new limit and village sign at another is causing confusion. She recommended reviewing the signage and moving the gate.

· The sign just before the Malvern Road turning is bent and rusty and needs to be replaced or renovated.

· She has contacted the owner of the hedge obscuring visibility at the corner of Stocks Lane – the parish council to follow up if action is not taken by the resident.

· The hedge of the empty house at the junction of Malvern Road and the A4103 is obscuring the view of pedestrians using the crossing and needs to be cut back.

· She reported that both she and Cllr Warburton have some money left for community projects and asked for suggestions. She also requested nominations for the Community Awards.
Following discussion it was agreed unanimously that both Valda Kane and Geoff Wright should be nominated.

Cllr Warburton asked Cllr Tuthill to press for a 40mph speed limit between Leigh Sinton and Bransford. Cllr Tuthill noted it was unlikely, as WCC were keen to implement 40mph limits only where they are really needed. The chairman confirmed that the parish council supported the call for a reduction in the speed limit and had previously written to the Chief Executive requesting a reduction to 50mph. This had been declined on the grounds that the road is in open countryside, however, it was noted there are numerous examples of roads in the county which have fewer turnings off and are no less rural which have been given lower speed limits. 
Worcestershire County Council – Cllr Tuthill gave an overview of developments at WCC and the H&W Fire service. 

· Road closures and diversions. The ongoing problems caused by poorly signposted diversions and roads closures were discussed. Cllr Tuthill confirmed that Ian Bamforth of WCC Highways had recently driven the affected routes and drawn up a plan of the signage that should be in place, which should be implemented within 48 hours. 

· Cycle ways in the county will be considered as part of an upcoming review of roads. Cllr Tuthill agreed to provide Mr Gloster with contact details.
46/17
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) 
Overhanging hedges – Suckley Road and Bank House roundabout

The new Highways Liaison Engineer has requested the Laburnum Cottage hedge be cut back within 
14 days; otherwise WCC will take action to do so. The Bank House have agreed to cut back the 
hedge restricting visibility of the roundabout for traffic coming from Leigh Sinton and to remove a 
small fallen tree.
2) Speed limits, speeding and VAS data – The chairman confirmed he would resume collecting VAS data.
3) Repainting white village gate, Bransford – The chairman has asked the Lengthsman to arrange for all the village gates to be repainted.
4) 
Culvert improvement at Chapel Lane – The matter is ongoing.
5)  Chapel Lane – damage to verges. WCC has marked the areas that need to be repaired and the matter is ongoing.
6) Road safety at the Stocks Lane/A4103 junction – The Lengthsman has cleared back the soil beneath the hedge that was encroaching onto the footway and Cllr Rouse has been in touch with the owner regarding cutting it back.
7) Community speed watch scheme – A number of volunteers have now come forward including Sarah Rouse, Valda Kane, Arthur Mountford, Jon Gamble and Derek Adkin. The clerk to contact the speedwatch co-ordinator to arranging training. 
8) Dangerous parking in Leigh Sinton –.The matter was discussed and it was agreed that Mr Perridge from the Safer Roads Partnership should be invited to the next meeting to discuss the matter. It was noted that at the present time there is nowhere to park in the village and that this is likely to worsen with further development.
9) Enquiry re use of new school car park – The headteacher had confirmed the car park is open and well used.
10) Condition of grass verges following work to Kiln Lane Electricity Sub Station – Mr Seymour outlined the problem and confirmed he had written to the contractors, via the clerk, requesting that the verges be re-instated to their previous condition.
11) Problems caused by inaccurate road closure and diversion notices – the matter was discussed under item 45/17. To be monitored and reviewed at the next meeting. 
47/17 Planning

a) To consider and approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 22 August 2017

The minutes were proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mr Porter, and approved by all.
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters – It was noted that the planning approval granted to The Orchard included a number of conditions, reflecting the concerns raised by the parish council in its response to the application.
c) Planning applications –  None
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC – 
17/00935/FUL

Land adj Laburnum Cottage
Proposed dormer bungalow
Refused

17/00631/FUL

Dinglewood, Ashfields

Amended siting of dwelling
Approved

17/00898/HP

Oakwell House, Sandlin

Rear extension


Approved
17/00393/FUL

The Orchard


New building

             Approved
e) Neighbourhood Development Plan update – Mr King had given apologies but had reported that the draft plan had been approved with minor amendments and the next stage will be for it to go out to consultation. 
48/17
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) Purchase of red telephone box, Somers Close – The contract has now been received and the purchase is in hand.
b) Damaged footway on corner of Sherridge Road – the matter is ongoing.
49/17
Bransford Chapel parking


Mr Seymour had received a letter from a resident requesting that the gates to Bransford Chapel be unlocked to allow people visiting the cemetery to use the car park. He reported that he had explained  that the car park is owned and managed by the church and had therefore passed the request on to the vicar, Anne Potter. Mr Porter outlined the reasons why the gate is kept locked and noted the car park is open when there is a service. It was agreed that it is a matter for the church, but that they would be welcome to approach the parish council for funds to assist with any additional expense incurred in making the car park accessible to regular visitors. 
50/17
Jubilee Garden maintenance – The matter had been discussed during the open forum and it was confirmed that a plan for upkeep and maintenance is now in place and will be monitored. The gardener will be cutting the hedge over the next few days and it was agreed that a height of 7-8 feet should be retained.
51/17
Parish Tree Warden Scheme – The chairman explained the parish tree warden scheme and it was agreed that it would be beneficial to have a parish warden in place. Mr Seymour proposed that Mr Porter take on the role, Mr Gloster seconded and it was agreed unanimously.

Mr Seymour noted a dead elm tree near the bridge in Leigh that may require attention.

52/17
Refurbishment of Bransford play area – The chairman circulated provisional plans for the refurbishment of Bransford play area. Monies to fund the scheme will not be available until building at the Bank House Bowling Green site is complete.
53/17

Finance

a) Accounts paid
Black Pear Garden Services

Grass cutting – July



£44.00

J Barker



Clerk – August




£718.48
NEST (DD 28/07/17)

Pension contributions



£51.39
NEST (DD 24/04/17)

Pension contributions



£51.39

b) Accounts passed for payment

BT Payphones


Purchase of Phone Box



£1.00

James Monk Design


Web Hosting 12/10/17 – 11/10/18

£60.00

Black Pear Garden Services

Lawn cutting – August



£44.00

J Barker



Clerk – September



£720.79 
Post Office Ltd


HMRC Q2




£41.91

R Wilks



Lengthsman – July/August


£460.80
SLCC 



Membership 




£139.00

Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Husband and approved unanimously. 


b)  Bank balances 

Current account
(at 31.08.2017)





£29.176.32



Savings account
(at 31.08.2017)





£4,876.68
54/17   Reports of committees and working groups - None
55/17
Councillors reports and items for future consideration


It was noted that Pencroft wagons carrying spoil and hard core are leaving a trail of dust and mud from the 
entrance to Guinness Park Farm. The question of whether there has been a change of use was discussed and, 
if so, whether appropriate conditions, such as wheel washing, should be imposed.

The clerk to refer the matter to MHDC planning and request the road is swept of grit.


Following reports of dog fouling near Bransford Chapel, signs are being put up on Chapel Lane.


The newsletter recently distributed by Powick Parish Council was noted and it was suggested Leigh & 
Bransford produce something similar. It would be particularly useful for new residents.

The chairman had received complaints about noise and litter from the Cala site. He had referred the matter 
to the site manager, who had dealt with the issues promptly. Any future complaints will also be referred 
directly to the site manager.


The parish council had received an order proposing the diversion of part of public footpath BF-529 on to the 
new footway associated with building works for 21 new dwellings on the Bank House Bowling Club site, 
Bransford (15/00878/FUL). The matter was discussed and the change approved unanimously.

Information from Oil-Club oil buying scheme was circulated. It was agreed that the leaflets should be 
displayed on the parish noticeboards.

56/17
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 24 October 2017

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 28 November 2017

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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