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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th November 2017
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Anthony Ward

Jill Moran

Richard Evans





John Heath

Judith Heath

Marcus Taylor






Frederick Young

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

                                        
Keith Wright, District Councillor



17/134
Apologies 

County Cllr, Alastair Adams.
17/135
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

Cllr Moran for item 8.
17/136
Open Forum

Appended to the minutes. 
17/137
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd October 2017 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
17/138
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· Consultation on SWDP Community Involvement review required by 11th December.

It was agreed that no comment was required.

· The Chairman advised that negative comments had been made about the new play area on Spotted Offenham.  It would appear that some people were not aware that the improvements were phased and so far only the first phase was complete.  The Chairman advised that she would be happy to respond on behalf of the PC.  Cllr Moran would mention in the parish magazine and Cllr Evans advised that he would display a notice on the recreation ground.
17/139
Clerk’s Report:
Street Lights

· The street light on the corner of Main Street and Ferry Lane has been reported for repair; Maurice Parkinson has been requested to cut back ivy which is growing on the lamp post.

CALC training.

· Dates are still available for councillor training.
Village Gates

· The village gates have now been received by Cllr Taylor who will be fitting them in due course once the signage has been received.
Play area

· The surfacing in the play area has now been improved leaving smooth lines for ease of mowing.

· S106 monies has been requested for the second stage of improvements, it has so far been approved by the Localism Panel for consideration by the Executive Board on the 22nd November.

· On inspection of the recreation ground it would appear that Offenham Rovers Football Club has not reduced the length of the pitch as requested prior to the start of the football season.  The clerk has emailed Bryn to request that the pitch is reduced before the end of the year.  

Noticeboards 

· The new noticeboards have now been installed, a request that advertisers refrain from using staples to be mentioned in the parish magazine.  Notices secured by staples will be removed
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17/140
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting
17/141
To consider making a donation towards the cost of producing the Parish Magazine

Cllr Moran left the room.


It was agreed to continue with a donation of £300 to assist with production costs of the magazine.  Proposed RE, seconded LK
17/142
To consider costs of additional materials for completing the gateway from the recreation ground to Three Cocks Lane.

Maurice Parkinson quoted £406.16 to cover labour and machinery, it should be noted that the kissing gate comes in kit form, gate posts, additional wood and fixings are quoted as £493.84.  it was also advised that new hanging hooks may be required in addition.

It was agreed by all members to accept the costs quoted.  Proposed AW Seconded LM.

17/143
To consider attendance of the CALC Annual General meeting on 15th November at County Hall, Worcester.

No councillors available to attend.

17/144
To consider, if required, any action for the location of bus stop signage in Main Street (opposite new bus shelter).

It was agreed that the clerk should contact County Cllr Adams because the PC had received no communication from the County Council about this request.  It was pointed out that the original planning application for the new property detailed a driveway adjacent to the left boundary fence.  It was felt that the PC was unable to act at this time until information was received from WCC.

17/145
To consider training needs for councillors and clerk.

The clerk advised that she would be attending training on the 22nd November; Cllr Jervis stated that she may be available on a Tuesday evening and both Cllrs Heath stated that they were unable to commit to training until the new year.

17/146
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 - The new waymarking post had been installed; Cllr Moran had received confirmation form Fiona Argyle that the PC would be reimbursed for installation costs.

Report updates on Rural Communities – Cllr Young advised that elderly residents were concerned about the possibility of moving the bus stop.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

VHC –  No report
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – Next meeting on the 13th November.
17/147
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£        55079.33

as at  20.10.2017

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   43610.38

as at  20.10.2017

FTD 3 month


         £
     10000.00
27.
Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	67
	001394
	N Power Ltd
*
	361.16
	18.06
	

	68
	
	*
	11.10
	0.56
	390.88

	69
	001395
	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
*
	24950.92
	4990.18
	29941.10

	70
	001396
	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
*
	1104.00
	220.80
	1324.80

	71
	001397
	Royal British Legion
	25.00
	
	25.00

	72
	001398
	Wychavon DC
	79.54
	2.65
	82.19

	73
	001399
	JACS UK Ltd
	2316.00
	463.20
	2779.20

	74
	001400
	JACS UK Ltd
	323.12
	64.62
	387.74

	75
	001401
	Grant Thornton UK LLP
	200.00
	40.00
	240.00

	76
	001402
	A J Carpentry
	840.00
	168.00
	1008.00

	77
	001403
	Systematic Servicing (Equipment) Ltd
	195.00
	39.00
	234.00

	78
	001404
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	570.00
	
	

	79
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	393.00
	
	963.00

	80
	001405
	Offenham Village Hall
	20.00
	
	20.00

	81
	001406
	Diane Cox - Admin
	15.00
	
	

	82
	
	
- Mileage

	50.40
	
	

	82
	
	
- Salary 
	505.92
	
	571.32

	
	
	Total
	31960.16
	6007.07
	37967.23


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Moran & Evans.

17/148
To receive report from Cllr Ward after quarterly inspection of accounts.

Cllr Ward confirmed that he had undertaken the quarterly inspection of accounts and found them in good order.

17/149
To consider proposed budget for 2018/19  
Various discussions took place in relation to whether WDC would still be making grants available to parishes and the impact on precept setting.  The proposed budget was accepted subject to confirmation of the continual grant from WDC, The District Councillor has been asked to establish if this was to continue.  Further consideration to be made next month.
17/150
To be advised of planning matters including:

Applications:


17/02059/HP – 1 Norval Court, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Single storey side extension.  Comments required prior to this meeting.


OPC comment: No objection


17/02016/FUL – Land to the rear of 24 Newtown, Offenham


Three log cabins for holiday lets. Temporary location of mobile home during development. Comments required prior to this meeting.

OPC comment:  Offenham Parish Council object to this proposal for a number of reasons:

· Outside the village boundary

· Garden grabbing, over development and not in keeping with surrounding properties

· May set a precedent for others

· Inappropriate location for holiday lets, concerns raised that the properties may be used for other purposes.

17/02155/HP  Cross Nurseries, Evesham Rd, Offenham


Demolish conservatory and construct single storey extension.

OPC comment: No objection


17/02085/HP  61 Myatt Road, Offenham


Two storey side extension, internal alterations.

OPC comment:  No objection


Decisions:

17/01633/HP Southside, Laurels Road, Offenham

Proposed extension. – Approved
28.

17/151
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  
· To consider precept setting.
17/152
To consider date & time of next meeting –  7.30 pm on Monday, 4th December 2017

Meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum

A member of the public raised a question about how the PC make decisions on planning matters, the District Councillor explained how PC comments were considered for decisions made by the district council on any planning application.
.

Keith Wright, District Councillor
The District Councillor advised that a number of cold calling concerns had been raised to WDC where companies were targeting people and suggesting that they may be able to assist with reducing council tax banding.  Cllr Moran was asked to include details in the parish magazine to make residents aware.
WDC were successful again this year for the quality and cleanliness of their public toilets.

Parking attendants were actively inspecting Blue badges in Wychavon.

WDC would be receiving 50% of all business rates paid.  
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