

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the library of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm, Monday 18 September 2017
Present:

Mrs H Jeavons (chair), Mr T Yapp, Mr C Hegenbarth, Mr D Reynolds, Mr S Patterson 
In attendance:
Mr M Everitt (PPW), Mr D Perridge (Safer roads partnership), Ms H Davies (Senior Highways Liaison Engineer – WCC), Cllr T Wells (District & County Cllr) (part meeting), Three members of the public, J Barker (Clerk)
33/17
Apologies
Mr J Tinnion, Mrs J Watts, PC P Kennedy
34/17
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the    agenda








None

b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests

None

Meeting closed for open forum

Highways matters in the parish were discussed at length, the two main concerns being speeding, particularly on Stocks Lane, and the effect of the North East Malvern development on local roads. 


Cllr Wells confirmed that he would provide funding for an additional VAS for Stocks Lane (as you approach Newland from the direction of Leigh Sinton). Alternative methods of powering the unit – solar, mains electricity or rechargeable batteries – were discussed. It was agreed that solar power would be more economical than connecting the unit to the mains, though some residents may object to the size of the unit. Batteries tend to run out fairly quickly and need to be taken down and recharged regularly.


Mr Perridge noted that the latest data showed speeds were not high enough to require enforcement and questioned the effectiveness of permanently sited VAS signs. Cllr Wells asked Ms Davies to arrange for up to date data to be obtained. It was agreed that the problem on Stocks Lane is more a question of drivers travelling at inappropriate speeds for the narrow, winding nature of the road, rather than the actual speeds recorded. 

Residents reported regular speeding on the Old Worcester Road linking the A449 and Stocks Lane and Mr Perridge agreed to arrange for speed checks to be carried out there. The possibility of closing off the entrance to this stretch of road at The Swan to stop it being used as a rat-run was also suggested. 


The impact of the North East Malvern development on local traffic was discussed. The speed at which traffic will enter Newland from the new, enlarged roundabout is a concern, as is the fact that whilst the plans address the likely impact on junctions in Malvern Link, there has been no consideration of the impact on local roads and junctions in Newland, which will be amongst the worst affected. The planners appear to have looked at the roundabout from a strategic point of view and have considered the needs of commuters rather than the impact on local residents. No modelling has taken place to ascertain how long it will take local drivers to get onto or cross the A449. It was suggested that a second roundabout, taking in the Madresfield Road and Stocks Lane junctions with the Worcester Road and making use of CIL should be considered and Ms Davies agreed to take the suggestion and the various concerns back to the WCC development control and traffic safety teams. 

It was agreed that the priority for the parish council should be to make WCC aware that the impact on the Newland junctions needs to be properly assessed and planned for, particularly as the volume of traffic will increase with the growing number of drivers using Stocks Lane to avoid Powick, rather than coming up with suggestions on how this should be achieved. The chair agreed to write to John Hobbs, the Head of Environmental Services, drawing attention to the various concerns. It should also be requested that the Safer Roads Partnership be consulted regarding the impact of the roundabout, Mr Perridge having noted this has not yet taken place. 

The speed of traffic entering the Old Worcester Road by The Swan was discussed again. There is little there to indicate to drivers that they are entering a village, and unfortunately there is not room for village gates to be installed. The possibility of roundels was discussed. Ms Davies noted they cost £200 per pair, but whilst the parish would need to pay for them Highways would maintain them thereafter. 

Mr Yapp noted that the new, round sign, at the junction where cars pull over to access the Stocks Lane service road is much larger than the one it replaced, and is obstructing the view for drivers. 


Ms Davies agreed to follow up the matters raised. 

The chair thanked Ms Davies, Mr Perridge, Cllr Wells and the three local residents for their contributions and the parish council meeting was reconvened. 
35/17
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 July 2017 were proposed by Mr Yapp, seconded by Mr Patterson and approved unanimously. 
36/17
Reports from representatives of other bodies 

Parish Paths Warden

Mike Everitt reported that he had walked several of the paths recently and there were no new problems to report.
37/17
Updates on matter arising in previous minutes
a) Speeding on Stocks Lane and offer of additional VAS
The matter having been discussed in the Open Forum, Mrs Jeavons proposed the offer of a VAS be accepted, Mr Yapp seconded and all were in favour. Mr Yapp proposed the parish council opt for the solar powered unit, Mr Patterson seconded and all agreed. The location for installation to be decided once the unit has been purchased. The clerk to inform Cllr Wells. 
b) North East Malvern development and impact on local road network
The matter had been discussed during the open forum. Mrs Jeavons to write to Mr Hobbs of WCC, copied to the clerk.
c) Overgrown verge on Stocks Lane service road – The verge has now been cut.

d) Completion of low fencing to protect grass verge, Worcester Road – The work has now been completed.
e) Visibility problems caused by parking on the road outside the Beauchamp Community

The matter was deferred. Mr Hegenbarth, Mrs Watts and Mr Tinnion to get feedback from residents before the next meeting.
f) Hedge cutting Stocks Lane – The matter has been referred to planning and the planning officer has agreed to investigate and report back.
38/17 Planning
a) Applications received
	Application Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Recommendation

	17/01294/FUL
	2 The Gables

Worcester Road

Newland

WR13 5AY
	Proposed new 4 bed dwelling
	Note 1

	17/00593/OUT
	Lodge Farm

Monksfield Lane

Newland

WR13 5BB
	Outline application for erection of 2 detached dwellings and garages
	Note 2


1) Newland parish council has no objection to this application on the condition that the road safety concerns raised by the Highways Authority and the recommendations made by the South Worcestershire Drainage Partnership are addressed.
2) Newland Parish Council has no objection to this application, but supports the comments made by WCC and Mr Everitt regarding the Public Right of Way and request consideration be given to the use of the concrete track to the Hop Farm for vehicular access to the new dwellings.
b) Decisions and updates from earlier planning applications

17/00572/OUT
Land at (Os 7958 4960) Stocks Lane
Outline app 5 dwellings

Refused

17/00984/FUL
Land at Monksfield Lane

New access road
        Withdrawn

17/00726/FUL
Monksfield farm


Agricultural Road (retro)         Approved

17/00669/HP
The Grange



Garden room

          Approved

17/00670/LB
The Grange



Garden room

          Approved

39/17
To consider making an application to the Transparency Fund for website development



Following discussion it was agreed that the clerk should make an application to fund the development of a parish website.

40/17
Damage to bus shelter – Worcester Road


The shelter has been repaired by Mr Bennion and an invoice is awaited. 
41/17
Finance

Accounts paid

NEST 


Pension 






£13.02



J Barker

Clerk (August - Sept)





£388.67

R Wilks

Lengthsman (April – June)




£172.80


Bank balance at 24 July

£5140.76

42/17 
Other reports and items for future consideration

None


43/17
 Date of next meeting

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 20 November 2017 at 7.30pm in the Library of the Beauchamp Community. 
Signed
...............................................
(Chairman)

Date
...............................................
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