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Wickhamford Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting, 10th January 2018, 01/18
Clerk to the Council, Andrea Evans, Ty Gwyn, Church Street, Offenham, Worcs, WR11 8RW.
01386 760332   email wickhamfordpc@gmail.com           website http://worcestershire.gov.uk
Present Chairman J. Newbury, Vice-Chairman J. Poulter, Councillors, D. Heeks, R Gutteridge and 

              T. Waller.
              Clerk, A. Evans,

   PCSO, P. Schroenrock
   PC P Lewis

1. Apologies:  District Councillor, B. Thomas  & County Councillor L. Eyre
2. Declarations of Interest
    None.
3.  The meeting was adjourned for the Public Question Time.
4.  The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th November 2017 were agreed, Proposed by Cllr 

     TW, seconded by Cllr RG with a unanimous vote in favour.
     Matters arising from the previous meeting
     None
6.  District / County Councillors Report
     The County Councillors report is available on the website 

      Cllr JN requested that Cllr Eyre be contacted to get an update on the footpaths matter.

     The District Councillors report is available on the website.
7.  Police Officers Report.
     Since the 8th November 2017, only 20 calls have been received from residents of 

     Wickhamford.  

     This has only resulted in one offence of criminal damage to a dwelling being recorded. 

     (potentially by residents terminating their residency contract).

     The other calls were for suspicious incidents, neighbour disputes, concerns for welfare, found 

      property.

      The subject of Smartwater was discussed as the take up has lost momentum. PCSO   

     Schoenrock suggested that residents be contacted door to door and their name and address 
     be taken once they agree to sign up. The details will then be passed to clerk for a unique 

     code to be released. PCSO Schoenrock also agreed to produce a note to residents who are 
     not at home asking them to contact the parish clerk with the same details for set-up. It was 
     agreed to re-assess at March meeting and consider an open morning (perhaps a Saturday) 
     when resident can come to village hall and collect codes if this is more convenient and they 
     are at work during the visits. An article needs to go in next newsletter reminding residents of 
     project.
8.  White Gates Update.
     A complaint has been received about the location of a set of gates at the Golden Lane 

   end of the village. Cllr JN has contacted Highways as the gates were positioned under their 

   guidance. Highways have agreed that the gates will be re-sited in January 2018. The set of 

   gates at the Murcot turn have already been re-sited slightly and it was agreed that the position 

   was improved.

9.  Smartwater-
     This matter has been covered under item 7- Police Report.
10. Grass Cutting Contract 2018/19.

      The annual grass cutting contract is up for renewal and due to re-commence in March 2018. 
      Cllr RG proposed that the contract remained with Smartcut as they have been very 
      competitive and the work has been carried out well. Cllr JN suggested that there may be 
      areas of the village that require to be added to the contract and it was agreed that the clerk 
      and Cllr JN would meet with Smartcut and discuss the details. All in favour to proceed 
      with Smartcut and to add areas as required.
      A letter has also been received from Wickhamford PCC thanking the PC for the donation 

     made for the grass cutting 2017/18. Cllr JN proposed that a donation of £250 be made for 

     2017/18 towards the church mowing, all in favour to issue a cheque at the March meeting. 

11. Correspondence- Clerks Update on action taken.
·  Purchase of laptop, installation of security package, programmes and all transferred files.

· HMRC- Updated HMRC with contact details and payment information.

· Grant Thornton- Sent cheque to T Waller for 2nd signature, sent to Grant Thornton.

· Produced minutes for September and November 2017 as per notes provided, circulated and published on webpage.

· Set up new email address and advised all parties of details. Placed notice on noticeboard advising of contact details.

· Changed all information on Worcs CC webpage including contact details.

· Added all information to webpage to comply with Transparency Code. Advised SAAA of up to date contact details if required, confirmation received.

· Produced letter for signing to change correspondence address with Santander and request historic statements (missing). Sent to Cllr Poulter for onward delivery to Cllr Waller. Concluded, bank statements and confirmation received.

· Budget and precept information collated for consideration at January meeting.

· Update of burial records and order documentation required. Updated registers and entered 2 new burials/interments. Grant of exclusive right of burial printed and received, memorial approval book received.

· All funeral directors advised of change of contact details, up to date fees sent out together with correct paperwork.

· Contacted lengthsman regarding red telephone box and seating and advised of action required. Clerk requested to arrange defib training and advertise on noticeboards. 

· Contacted police regarding Smartwater- To be discussed at PC meeting in January 2018.

· Amended details on headed paper, invoices, agendas and minutes.

· Contacted WMAS to advise of defib registration, awaiting reference numbers to set up.

12.      Plans Reviewed-

There were no plans to review. 

           Cllr TW asked for confirmation that planning consideration was still by a sub-committee 

          unless deemed that application required full PC consideration. This was confirmed but will 

          be re-affirmed at Annual Meeting in May 2018.
13. Finance-      
a.     The budget and precept request for 2018/19 was considered. Clerk had produced a budget based on the information held. At the meeting some minor adjustments were made to allow for work of playground/playing field if required. A donation amount was added for the grass cutting at the church. With a projection of income of approx. £15k for 2018/19 and expenditure of approx. £11650, this leaves the PC with a figure of approx. ££3.5k for unforeseen costs and expenditure. It was agreed that the monthly salary payment to M Smith (deceased) be cancelled with immediate effect. Cllr JN proposed and Cllr RG seconded with a unanimous vote in favour to keep the precept at £10k for the period 2018/19. 
b.     The addition of signatories on the Santander Bank Account was considered in order to provide flexibility in signing between meetings. Cllr JN proposed that two extra signatures be obtained with a unanimous vote in favour to proceed with this. A prepared resolution was signed by the existing signatories to take this forward. Cllr TW proposed, seconded by Cllr RG that the new signatories be: parish clerk, Andrea Evans and Chairman, John Newbury with signing being any two of four. All in favour.
c.      The opening of an additional account to deposit Community Funds and comply with audit comments was considered as well as possible uses for funds. Annual external audit advised that the PC are holding too higher funds in the current account than would normally be acceptable. Cllr JN proposed that a deposit account named ‘Wickhamford PC Community Fund’ be set up, all in favour. Cllr RG proposed that £80k be transferred into the new account when opened. A resolution was signed by both signatories to proceed. Cllr JN raised an idea presented to him about the provision of solar powered street lights for consideration. Cllr TW advised that he would not wish to support this idea due to concerns about safety of residents, repair and maintenance costs of lights and liability issues. There is also the question as to whether Wickhamford would become more desirable for development with the addition of street lighting. Cllr JN advised that a premium is usually taken out for maintenance costs and that PC public liability insurance would cover the lights. Consideration should be given as to whether grants are available for such a project. Clerk is to find out further information from James Douglas @ Worcs CC street lighting for further consideration at next meeting.
d. Cheque(s) already signed:

· Andrea Evans-PC purchase-£483.60

e. Cheques to be approved and signed:   
· John Newbury-USB stick £7.49

· Andrea Evans-Salary from 21st November 2017-£400.00

· HMRC-Tax & NI-£100.00

· Shaw & Sons-Memorial Approval Book-£46.80

· Graphic Print Partnership-BG deeds printing-£10.00

· Andrea Evans-Salary-February 2018- £266.73

· HMRC- Tax and NI-Feb 2018-66.60

· M Smith- Ink-£24.00 replaced by cheque to L Smith.
· Smartcut- grass cutting-£198.00

· M Parkinson-VAS- £90.00
f. Receipts:  
· Simply Stone-Memorial-£75.00

· Merstow Green- £150.00

· M Grinnell- BG- £250.00

g. A donation in memory of parish clerk Mike Smith was considered at the close of the meeting, donations are to be made to Cancer Research UK. Cllr JN proposed with a unanimous vote in favour to make a donation of £200, cheque was made out at the meeting.
· 14.    Items for the next Agenda
      
           Big Lunch Fund.


Smartwater.



Village Noticeboards.



The Provision of street lighting.



Meeting frequency



Position of clerk.


· 15.To confirm the date of the next meeting as 14th March 2018.

         Items for the next Agenda must be received 7 days prior to the above date.
Andrea Evans
Clerk to Wickhamford Parish Council
Meeting Closed at 8.37pm.
Signed……………………………………………….
 Date…………………………………

                       Chairman
Notes of the Public Question Time
No public attended.

