
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 17th January 2018 at 8pm

Present:
Cllr Watkins (Chair) Cllrs Preston, Garrard, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Addis, Talbot, Sturgess, Halling, Williams, Hanmer and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Michael and Harrison.  County Cllr Paul Middlebrough.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower  and     members of the public.
1 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence. No apologies, all present. 
2
Declarations of Interest: 


a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.   Dispensations approved for Cllrs Watkins, Preston, Keating-Nash, Addis, Hanmer and Hadley to discuss and vote on the Severn Stoke Flood Defences, approved 15 July 2015 mtg until May 2019 when office as Cllr finishes.  Item on this agenda.
3
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2017, Clerk went over actions, all covered in this meeting.  Proposed for approval by Cllr Keating-Nash, seconded by Cllr Addis, unanimously agreed.
4
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Middlebrough is hoping to co-ordinate a meeting with local parish councils regarding the unenforceability of traffic on the A38.  He wishes to discuss realistic speed limits, enforcement and promote safety.  Cllr Sturgess is happy to attend this meeting at a rep from our parish.
The County Council will be increasing their element of the precept by 4.9%.
Cllr Middlebrough is currently assisting with London Arch parking situation and will pursue WCC regarding a “Not suitable for HGV’s” sign for both ends of Birch Lane.
Upton roadworks/raising of the A4104 should start next week following a hold up. Site office facilities etc will start setting up next week. 
Cllr Middlebrough will make enquires regarding “Not suitable for HGVs” signs at either end of Birch Lane following comments by residents of unsuitable heavy vehicle use.  Cllr Middlebrough also mentioned the recent M5 closures at night managed by Highways England.

Cllr Harrison said residents would be receiving letters from MHDC regarding black wheelie bin distribution and fortnightly collections. These changes take place from April. 

Birch Lane land drainage – Croome Estate had done all the necessary work very well on their land.  WCC have sucked the drains/culvert under the road.  Thanked Cllr Hanmer and Michael who had walked the north section and given details which Cllr Harrison will pursue with Land Drainage Officer.

5
Clerk General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising.  Realtime reporting. Vinyl Fencing Ltd three sets of fencing/gates ordered, paid for and delivered to Cllr Williams who has started building them.  Some parts missing Cllr Williams has emailed.  Two Cllrs booked on Pollination Conference in March.  Resident emailed regarding rodent issues, asked Worcs CALC for advice. Reply sent to resident.  Bert Male’s bench arrived, stored at Cllr Watkin’s until Cllr Halling installed, photos forwarded to Croome Estate.  Thanks to Cllr Halling for installing f.o.c. Gifts taken to Lengthsman and one resident re green waste bins prior to Christmas as thank you. Email from St Richards Hospice re lady speaking at a meeting, suggested Annual Parish Meeting.  Stats chased with WCC for Kinnersley gates, two sets received, one set to follow.  Safer Roads Partnership chased.  CC’d on resident who’s weekly waste/recycling has not happened again, MHDC have resolved this.  Discussions with FLAG rep re Flood defence progress for Severn Stoke, information from FLAG forwarded to Cllrs.

Highways Issues  Awaiting third lots of stats from WCC for Kinnersley gates, two sets received, hoping to meet with NT ranger next week to show locations.  London Arch info sent to NT.  
Lengthsman  Timesheet available from Clerk.  An additional 5 hrs done in Nov clearing pavements around Severn Stoke bank area.  Discussions with WCC re collecting spoil from pavements.  Three bags currently on Severn Bank.


Urgent decision  None taken. 
6
Finance  a.  Update on finances from Clerk


Budget agreed at last meeting and revised issue forwarded to Cllrs.  Precept decision to be sent to MHDC once agreed at Jan mtg.  Balance on current account £11.560.28 on 28 Dec 2017, deposit account £1,675.73 on 11 December 2017.  £380 received from Cllrs Harrison and Michael for the Kinnersley gates.  Tax base final amount receive from MHDC.  

b.  Approval of cheques and invoices.  Cllrs Talbot and Hodson had met with the Church Warden and were happy to propose a further £500 donation to the Friends of St Denys.  Streetmaster (South Wales) Ltd £794.40 for Cllr Male memorial bench. NPower Ltd £33.01 street lighting. £55.23 Mrs L Gower expenses and chairman’s allowance exp. £500 Friends of St Denys Church and £1000 Severn Stoke Flood Action Group.  Approval of invoices Cllr Talbot, seconded by Cllr Halling.  After discussion re item 15 cheque also raised for Severn Stoke Flood Action Group. 
7
To discuss and approve the Precept for financial year 2018/19.  A discussion took place taking in to mind the budget set at the last meeting. Cllr Middlebrough informed WCC were increasing 4.9%, Cllr Harrision MHDC 3%.  Cllr Talbot proposed an increase of 3% inline with inflation, Cllr Williams seconded, Cllrs all in favour by a show of hands expect Cllr Hanmer.  Cllr Hanmer did not have a further proposal.  Clerk will inform Heather Lampitt at MHDC by due date.
8
Planning  Clerk asks all Councillors to respond to planning applications when they are emailed

	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	17/01348/HP
	Oak View Kinnersley
	Two storey side extension and demolition of existing garage and construct new garage
	Approval granted by MHDC

	17/01596/HP
	14 Kinnersley
	Exterior cladding for first floor elevations
	Recommended approval, pending by MHDC

	17/01979/FUL
	Cedar Lodge
	Alteration and extension of existing building to create a single dwelling
	Pending response by PC


School House – Application listed above on Cedar Lodge.  Site still for sale.

Caravan site at Birch House – Cllr Harrison has raised with MHDC asking if any permission needed. MHDC investigating.  
Defford Aerodrome – MHDC report no activity is taking place other than composting. 

9
Croome/Tarmac Liaison Meeting update – A Croome meeting took place today.  Minutes available from the Clerk.  Tarmac meeting arranged for March. 
10
High Green VAS report  - Cllr Garrard gave a report of the readings he had taken from the Vehicle Activated Sign, however the reading for Christmas Day seemed very unrealistic! Clerk will contact Swarco, the manufacturer to see if they can check the calibration etc.
11
Community Speed Watch Clifton and Severn Stoke

Clifton and Severn Stoke are both areas being reported to the Operation Forum next week for further action. Safer Road Rep will advise Clerk of outcome of the meeting. 


12
Bench for Bert Male on Birch Lane

Bench has arrived and been installed by Cllr Halling free of charge. Our thanks to him for doing this. Croome Estate have been sent photographs and thanked for their assistance as they own the land.  Cllr Hadley has informed the family.
13
Installation of white gates for Kinnersley village


Clerk is awaiting the third set of SATs for the gates at Kinnersley. Clerk is meeting with NT staff to finalise exact locations and then their team of volunteers will arrange installation.  Cllr Williams is currently building the gates. Our thanks to him for this. 

14
Severn Stoke Flood Alleviation Scheme progress


Members of FLAG had met with Harriett Baldwin and Environment Agency last week and were present at this meeting.  A report of these meeting had been circulated to Cllrs in advance of this meeting.  A map of the proposed route was also available.  A discussion took place regarding points of the proposal and how the project would be approached, applied for and managed.  A further meeting with the Environment Agency and Croome Estate is arranged for next week.  After discussions had finished, Clerk asked for any comments to be emailed to her by Friday 19th January for forwarding to the Environment Agency prior to the meeting on Monday 22nd January.  


15
Donation to Severn Stoke Flood Alleviation Group (FLAG)

The Parish Council have had the sum of £485.36 ringfenced in their accts for sometime since the ceasing of the Government Consolidated Stock scheme.  Cllr Hanmer had proposed this be given to FLAG who are currently seeking the services and advice of a consultant regarding the proposed flood bund.  Cllr Watkins proposed this being increased to £1000 as a donation from the Parish Council.  Seconded by Cllr Garrard, unanimously agreed.  Clerk prepared the cheque and gave it to FLAG.

16
Report from Parish Hall Committee 


Cllr Hanmer reported there has been no meeting since last Parish Council meeting.

17
Councillor’s comments and items for future agendas


Cllr Williams had met with MHDC rep regarding dog mess signs which have been put up in various locations in Kinnersley.  The street light in Knights Hill has been reported to the company who replace them.  Clerk will report fire hydrant which the cover has come off of on Birch Lane. Cllr Watkins mentioned the Severn Trent stop tap near Clifton Court, Clerk will log this also. 

Cllr Hodson mentioned telephone box and overhanging trees at High Green, clerk will ask BT to clean telephone box and Croome Estate to deal with the trees.

Cllr Keating-Nash mentioned a hole in the verge near Birch lane, gave clerk location, clerk will do and look.


Cllr Hodson mentioned step under the Notice Board at High Green, needs resetting.  Cllr Halling will look at this.

 18
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting Wednesday 14th March 2018
Public Question Time
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
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