
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 14th March 2018 at 8pm

Present:
Cllr Watkins (Chair) Cllrs Preston, Garrard, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Addis, Talbot, Sturgess, Halling, Williams, Hanmer and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Michael and Harrison.  County Cllr Paul Middlebrough.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower  and no members of the public.
1 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence. No apologies, all present. 
2
Declarations of Interest: 


a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.   Dispensations approved for Cllrs Watkins, Preston, Keating-Nash, Addis, Hanmer and Hadley to discuss and vote on the Severn Stoke Flood Defences, approved 15 July 2015 mtg until May 2019 when office as Cllr finishes.  Item on this agenda.
3
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 17th January 2018, Clerk went over actions, all covered in this meeting. One minor amendment to incorrect word, proposed for approval by Cllr Keating Nash and seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed.
4
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Middlebrough reported that Highways England scrutiny committee are looking at some signage along the A38 at settlements regarding the speed limits.  Aimed at reducing speeds but particularly during busy periods, ie when the motorway is shut.  The road works in Upton area are continuing with the A4104 raising works having night closures from Thursday 22nd March until Thursday 29th March. There will hopefully be no lights during May/June time.  Birch Lane will be assessed for “Not suitable for HGV signage by ECC.  There are hopes and plans being considered for a three armed roundabout at the A38/A4104 junction outside Upton hopefully within the next couple of years.
Cllr Harrison reported on the black/grey bins being delivered for household waste collection from 1 April 2018.  New Land Drainage Officer at Malvern Hills District Council has been and walked areas of Birch Lane land with Cllr Harrison and has written to land owners regarding areas needing further maintenance.
A resident has contacted Cllr Harrison regarding the Stonnall Close area of open space.  Cllr Harrison asked if Clerk has ever received reply to letter of June 2016.  Clerk will pursue this with MHDC.  Cllr Harrison will also.
Cllr Michael reported that himself and Cllr Harrison would like to fund the full cost of the white gates at Kinnersley and would reimburse the cost of the installation and gifts for the National Trust volunteers who installed these.  Clerk will forward details to District Cllrs.

Staffing committee report.  The Staffing Committee had met prior to this meeting, the Clerk’s salary was discussed and PAYE details.  Working from home allowance has been increased by £5 per month.  Minutes or this meeting are available from the Staffing Committee.
5
Clerk General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising. Comments re flood defence forwarded to Norman Snowball for EA meeting.  Meeting with NT reps at three locations in Kinnersley for the gates, printing all the verge searches and taken to NT.  Discussion with FLAG rep re Flood defence progress for Severn Stoke, waiting to hear from them re public meeting.  Updating of website with annual return, minutes etc.  Gift of chocolates for all the ten volunteers purchased.  Discussions with SWARCO re our VAS which was collected by engineer and taken back to SWARCO for assessing. Faulty part being replaced, questions asked re warranty and maintenance contract etc. Residents in Croome asking for the readings/data from VAS, I have explained problem with VAS and not sure of accuracy of previous readings.  Black wheelie bin info circulated. SWDP Traveller consultation info circulated.  Croome Composting extension info circulated.  New Land Drainage Officer from MHDC contacted, met with Cllr Harrison at Birch Lane.  Attended Clifton Quarry meeting, footpath diversion info raised from WCC.
Highways Issues All verge stats from WCC for Kinnersley gates printed and taken to NT ready for gates.  Hole reported to WCC in verge at Kerswell Green/Birch Lane junction, Clerk filled with branches due to depth of hole.  installation.    Gates installed by NT volunteers.  WCC checking “unsuitable for HGV’s” of Birch Lane. Sheepcote Lane drainage work done but completely unsatisfactory so removed and informed WCC, sent pictures etc. 
Lengthsman  Timesheet available from Clerk.  Lengthsman reported fly tipping to MHDC. Also checked VAS Kinnersley after possibly hit/tampered with as it had turned.  All ok. 

. 
6
Finance  a.  Update on finances from Clerk

Told MHDC our Precept decision, they confirmed receipt of it. VAT return done and submitted to HMRC for the period 01/02/16 to 31/01/18 £1236.27 received direct into PC bank account.  Realtime reporting for Clerk’s salary done and PAYE amount automatically calculated for the yr, cheque will be paid into bank.   Current acct balance at 28.02.18 £9562.43, deposit acct £1675.87.


b.  Approval of cheques and invoices Mrs L Gower expenses and chairman’s allowance exp. £67.41 (£44.28 chairman’s allowance) £111.40 PAYE to Inland Revenue, £105.10 National Trust for materials for Kinnersley gates.  £192 Simon Bott Lengthsman cheque written and signed for March hrs. Approval of invoices Cllr Halling, seconded by Cllr Garrard. 
7
Planning  Clerk asks all Councillors to respond to planning applications when they are emailed

	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	17/01596/HP
	14 Kinnersley
	Exterior cladding for first floor elevations
	Approved by MHDC

	17/01979/FUL
	Cedar Lodge
	Alteration and extension of existing building to create a single dwelling
	Approval recommended submittted

	18/00059/FUL
	Croome Court Summer houses
	Temporary provision of two summerhouses to provide an education area and raffle sales area to replace portacabin previously approved
	Approval recommended submittted

	17/01729/LB
	School House, Severn Stoke
	Repair and replacement of materials to fire damaged east elevation and gable.
	Approval recommended submittted

	18/00303/HP
	The Bothy, Croome Court
	Single storey extension and alterations
	Clerk will submit recommends aproval

	
	Croome Composting
	Information received from Carver Knowles regarding extension of Croome Composting site and business
	Clerk has asked re site visit.  Information circulated to all councillors


Footpath diversion received from WCC for path SS500 (last area of Severn Way).  Clerk circulated to all councilors.  Please forward any comments to the Clerk
8
Croome/Tarmac Liaison Meeting update – Next Croome meeting set for May 2018.  Tarmac meeting took place yesterday, good meeting.  Clerk pursuing Western Power regarding swans hitting power lines.  Next meeting arranged for 12th September 2018. 
9
High Green Vehicle Activated Sign  - Collected by SWARCO on 31st January 2018, faulty radar replaced due to test showing inaccurate readings, machine is still on test at present.  Clerk will pursue SWARCO regarding the failing of the equipment and when equipment will be returned.
10
Community Speed Watch Clifton and Severn Stoke

Safer Roads advised that Severn Stoke would receive enforcement again, they are currently training a new bike rider, once trained he will operate this area. Re Clifton, Cllr has forwarded this to County Cllr Middlebrough to pursue as A38 traffic speed is constantly an issue and he has been discussing with other parishes who have settlements on the A38. 


11
Installation of white gates for Kinnersley  village


The National Trust team of volunteers installed the three sets of gates into the verges in Kinnersley.  This was much appreciated by the parish council.  Clerk has bought chocolates for all the volunteers who assisted.  The materials used came to £105.10 and a
cheque has been written to reimburse this. Cllr Talbot will deliver letter of thanks, chocs and cheque to NT tomorrow. Everyone seems pleased with them with positive comments from residents.  Cllr Garrard raised a concern regarding the visibility of traffic when approaching the ones at the top of village going towards A38, particularly if vehicles are parked outside no. 4 Kinnersley.  Cllr Williams will visit this area and report back to clerk/meeting.
12
Severn Stoke Flood Alleviation Scheme progress

Email update from FLAG. FLAG were due to meet EA Thursday 1st March, but due to weather and their emergency duties, it was cancelled. It is hoped it can be rearranged shortly. The intention is to be able to get to the position of setting up the presentation referred to in the message below. At the same time having the requirements for the planning application available. Paul Ardill is one of our main contacts at the EA, who is supervising the scheme.  The EA planning officer and their legal adviser are due to report shortly with information which will allow the next steps to be taken. Highways and Severn Trent have met with the EA to collaborate on the scheme and find solutions for the difficulties, including those raised at our meeting.  We will give a further update, when progress has been made.

   
Cllr Watkins did speak with Mr Snowball following his meeting with Croome Estate and EA, voiced concerns.


13
Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting


Discussions regarding the date took place as several other meetings on this date.  Clerk will look to

alter. Usual representatives will be asked, Hall Committee, St Denys Church, Police, National Trust and
FLAG.  Parish Meeting will commence at 7pm with the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council following at 8pm. 


14
Report from Parish Hall Committee 
Cllr Hanmer reported that a meeting had taken place on 6th March 2018.  Two new members had attended.  There is now a facebook page aswell as the website.  There is an acting clerk at present.  The AGM is set for 13th May 2018.  New committee members are still needed.


15
Councillor’s comments and items for future agendas
Cllrs mentioned both pubs in Severn Stoke and Kinnersley are under new management.  Clerk will ensure they know about rates relief scheme by MHDC.
Cllr Hadley asked if Mr Preston could be thanked for his litter picking services to Severn Stoke.  Clerk will deal with this.
 16
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting TBA
Public Question Time
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
Actions
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