
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 19th September 2018 at 8pm

Present:
Cllr Watkins (Chair) Cllrs Garrard, Hodson, Keating-Nash, Addis, Sturgess, Hanmer, Preston, Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Cllr Paul Middlebrough.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower and no members of the public.
1
To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence 


Cllr Talbot, Cllr Williams, Cllr Halling, Reasons approved.
2
Declarations of Interest


a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.  None
3
Minutes-  to consider the approval of the minutes of meeting held on 11th July 2018. Clerk read over actions from last meeting, most of which are covered on this agenda.  Cllrs Michael, Harrison and Middlebrough are assisting Church with funding for the repair of the clock motor. Cllr Keating-Nash proposed approval of these minutes, seconded by Cllr Garrard, unanimously agreed.
4
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports 


County Cllr Middlebrough Bus service reduction/ceasing discussed under Public Question Time at the end of these minutes.  Clifton speeding – See item 10.  Croome Composting application – This has been passed by Worcestershire County Council.  Sign for Birch Lane – WCC will not support this sign so one cannot be installed.  Nothing to report from Cllr Harrison or Michael.
5 Clerk’s Report

General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising. Emails with Cllr Keating Nash re car, now gone. Emails and meeting re Stonnall Close grass with MHDC and District Cllrs. Following request from Church Warden of St Deny’s and discussion at meeting, I forwarded legislation got from CALC re church contributions etc. and also advised he contact Cllrs Middlebrough, Harrison and Michael.  Information given to request re The Lodge Severn Bank. Mtg arranged with Safer Roads Partnership and Croome Church site visit.   Attended Orchard House consultation re housing development.  Completed and submitted two surveys for village facilities for Severn Stoke and Kinnersley. Rearranging Croome Liaison Group meeting.

Highways Issues Layby at Clifton visited, photographed, reported. Pot holes Clifton past notice board reported. Lengthsman Timesheet available from Clerk. Discussion re VAS.  Have asked him to trim around white gates to avoid damage from hedge cutting.

6
Finance 


a.  £10,059.28 balance on current account, £1,676.28 balance on deposit account.  External auditor received information but do not send a response as expenditure/income below £25,000 and PC exemption certificate completed.  

b.  Approval of cheques and invoices Mr S Bott Lengthsman hrs for August and grass cutting £217.00, Mrs L Gower expenses £39.64.  Approval of invoices proposed by Cllr Hodson, seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed.
7
Planning report 

Planning  Clerk asks all Councillors to respond to planning applications when they are emailed

	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	17/01979/FUL
	Cedar Lodge
	Alteration and extension of existing building to create a single dwelling
	Responded approval.

Pending decision by MHDC

	17/01729/LB
	School House, Severn Stoke
	Repair and replacement of materials to fire damaged east elevation and gable.
	Responded approval.

Pending decision by MHDC

	18/00303/HP
	The Bothy, Croome Court
	Single storey extension and alterations
	Pending decision by MHDC

	18/00016/CM
	Croome Composting
	Extension of Croome Composting site and business
	Application approved by WCC

	18/00550/HP
	Clifton Court Farm
	Removal of existing cowshed and replace with storage building
	Responded approval. Withdrawn by applicant

	17/01677/FUL
	Coventry Barn
	Conversion of barn to single dwelling and a detached garage/office with car parking and landscaping
	Responded approval.

Pending decision by MHDC

	18/00518/HP
	Kerswell Green Lodge Kerswell Green
	Extensions and alterations to an existing dwelling
	Discussed 11.7.18 will recommend approval

Approved by MHDC

	18/00484/LB
	St Mary Magdalene Church Croome
	Proposed internal alterations and the creation of an external viewing platform and railings to Church tower
	Discussed 11.7.18. Site visit to be arranged. 

Support application and comments submitted.

	18/00898/LB
	High House BarnSevern Stoke
	Conversion of an attached store room into an ensuite bathroom (retrospective)
	Discussed 11.7.18, recommend approval

Approved by MHDC

	18/01031/HP
	28 Deerhurst Close, Severn Stoke
	Side Extension
	Approved by MHDC

	18/01083/FUL
	Clifton Court Farm
	Demolition of existing cowshed and construction of building for farm machinery
	On circulation



Orchard House Kinnersley public pre planning consultation event held on 1st August 2018

Site visit at Croome Church, Croome Court on 2nd August 2018

8
Development boundary review consultation by SWDP

Discussion took place regarding the boundary consultation.  The area which is the old pub car park for the Boars Head was discussed.  Cllr Watkins proposed the PC submit a request for the alteration of this area.  Cllrs did not support this and it was unanimously agreed to not respond to this consultation as one alteration may then set a presidency for further areas.
9
Street lighting electricity charges fixed term contract renewal


Clerk has received paperwork for all the street lighting in Stonnall Close and Knights Hill.  Clerk has these on a fixed rate contact with NPower for the supply.  Clerk will negotiate a new fixed rate for the street lighting for one year or longer if possible. 
10
High Green Vehicle Activated Sign and missing Severn Stoke Vehicle Activated Sign

Cllr Garrard had been to take readings from the High Green Vehicle Activated Sign but unfortunately this was not showing any data.  Cllr Garrard has been in touch with SWARCO and asked them to collect it.   

As reported, the Vehicle Activated Sign which was currently situated at Clifton has disappeared, we presume stolen.  Lengthsman has reported to the police and we have a crime reference number. Clerk has reported to insurance company and except for £100 excess, the VAS is insured for £2,100.  A discussion took place regarding replacing the VAS.  Due to the problems with the SWARCO mobile one PC agreed not to buy another mobile one.  Clerk will get quotes for a solar powered permanent one like at Kempsey.  Clerk will discuss this course of action with the insurance company and discuss with Chair/Vice Chair between meetings.  Clerk will also try to obtain an extension pole.
11
Community Speed Watch 


Cllrs Middlebrough, Garrard and Watkins met with Safer Roads Partnership (SRP) on 10th August 2018 at Clifton.  SRP agreed to do speeding enforcement at Clifton. To our knowledge this has been done three times so far and they will continue to do so.  We are awaiting another bike operator to be trained and then speed enforcement will commence again in Severn Stoke. Clerk will also ask local police team if they have time to do some in Severn Stoke.
12
Severn Stoke Flood Alleviation Scheme progress

Clerk had received an update from Mr Snowball.  FLAG have appointed Consulting Engineers and Planning Consultants to progress matters. Many of the required surveys and reports have been compiled or are in the final stages. Further surveys are being carried out in the coming weeks.  Negotiations with Highways and Severn Trent are well advanced and further meetings are taking place before the end of the month.  The EA are finalising the Business plan for signing off prior to presenting the Scheme to the PC and other parties.  Progress is being made behind the scenes and hopefully the scheme can be presented to the Parish Council soon. Clerk has advised meeting dates of PC for Nov and next year but has also offered to call a meeting if one is required.
13
GDPR information Privacy Notice

Clerk will circulate a Privacy Notice by the next meeting. 
14
Budget planning for 2019/20 financial year

Clerk will prepare for next meeting with assistance from Cllrs Hodson and Talbot. Clerk will take into consideration solar powered Vehicle Activated Signs.  The possibility of a contribution to the bus services or community transport.  Bins will also be included if they have not already been purchased in this financial year. 
15
Dates of meetings for 2019


Clerk had circulated dates in advance of this meeting.  Cllr Watkins proposed dates be accepted, seconded by Cllr Preston, unanimously agreed.
16
Report from the Parish Hall Committee representative

Meeting had taken place this week, new committee are very enthusiastic with 5 new members, the committee have £13,500 in the bank at present.

17
Councillor’s comments and items for future agendas


None.
17
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting 14th November 2018

Public Question Time
Two residents attended and asked questions regarding the reduction/stopping of the public bus service along the A38.  County Cllr Middlebrough has attended meetings with the bus company and WCC.  He explained his involvement as County Councillor and explained that due to this being a commercial company running the buses there is just not enough use to make this profitable although it is still subsidised by WCC.  The service will not get any better.  He reassured residents that he is doing everything he can to ensure surrounding villages opinions are known.  The service from Baynall to Worcester is still greatly used and there is hopefully a plan to make a parking area at Baynall so people can park there to travel on to Worcester.  There is community transport available.  He understands that for some residents the bus service is their only means of transport. 
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
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