
Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 14th November 2018 at 8pm

Present:
Cllr Watkins (Chair) Cllrs Garrard, Hodson, Addis, Sturgess, Hanmer, Preston, Hadley, Williams, Halling and Talbot.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Cllr Paul Middlebrough.  
In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower and no members of the public.
1
To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence 


Cllr Keating Nash, Reasons approved.
2
Declarations of Interest


a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.  None
3
Minutes- To consider the approval of the minutes of meeting held on 19th September 2018. Clerk read over actions from last meeting, most of which are covered on this agenda.  Cllr Hadley proposed approval of these minutes, seconded by Cllr Hodson, unanimously agreed.
4
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports 


County Cllr Middlebrough.  Information forwarded for Clerk to circulate regarding a road safety event at Hanley Swan on 23rd November 2018, Clerk has already circulated the Farm Safety event next week also.  Discussion re County budget, projected £5 million overspend next financial year.  Care of vulnerable elderly and vulnerable children take a large proportion of funds.  Results of Bus service surveys are being required by a Scrutiny Committee at present, findings available early December. 

Cllr Michael Discussion re library future, District Cllrs attended meeting earlier tonight re future of Upton library amongst others. Hive in Worcester will remain, others maybe run as community libraries.  The mobile facility will remain unaffected.  Running maybe passed down to district/town/parish levels.  

Cllr Harrison information on SWDP review, field along the front of Birch Lane, opposite Deerhurst Close, has been put forward as a possible site. Call for sites continues until December. Suitable sites will be known by May 2019. Meeting on 22 November at Upton Memorial Hall if people wish to attend and give their view.  The new Parkway project (railway station) is on schedule, discussion took place regarding London line, delays etc. The Southern Link will start mid January with three bridges being put in place before this starts.
5 Clerk’s Report  General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting and actions arising.. Emails with resident in Stonnall Close, Persimmon instructed company to undertake tree work on Walnut tree, this has been done.  Circulated WCC Bus Service survey to the residents who attended our meeting and combined their comments and ours and sent to WCC.  Quotation for Solar Powered Vehicle Activated Sign.  Discussions with Insurance company regarding stolen VAS, settlement figure reached. See Urgent decisions below. Discussions with NPower re 1,2,3 year contacts for street lighting charges. Residents contacted regarding photographs and evidence for FLAG re flooding on Severn Bank/Madge Hill. Hedge required cutting Severn Stoke, Clerk wrote to owners, hedge cut. Highways Issues  .  Quotations for bins obtained for A38 Clifton, one quotation for installation obtained.  Road issue at Kinnersley racing stables passed from owner to County Cllr.  WCC will meet with owner.  Wrote to a resident re a hedge requiring cutting, done very quickly. Various issues, drain cover and fly tipping reported to WCC/MHDC.  Lengthsman  Timesheet available from Clerk. Discussion re VAS.  Leaf clearing and siding out to be undertaken.
6
Finance 


a. Update on Finances.  £12,877.28 balance on current account 30 October 2018, £1,676.42 balance on deposit account 9 October 2018.  Ledger for 2018/19 undated, budget prepared for 2019/20, Meeting with Cllrs Talbot and Hodson to run over finances.

b.  Approval of cheques and invoices Mr S Bott Lengthsman hrs for October £192.00, Viking Direct £143.04, Npower Ltd £65.68 street lighting. Mrs L Gower expenses £32.96, Mrs L Gower, chairmans allowance for gifts for Christmas £42.87.  Approval of invoices proposed by Cllr Hadley, seconded by Cllr Halling, unanimously agreed.
7
To Approval of draft Budget for Financial year ending 31 March 2020 and discuss precept for 2019/20 (precept decision to be decided at meeting on 16 January 2019)  Budget was discussed along with item 10, which will remain at £200 whilst other options are sought.  Approval of the budget was proposed by Cllr Talbot and seconded by Cllr Watkins, unanimously agreed.
8
Agree donation amount to Royal British Legion (100 yr wreath bought £18.50) and Friends of St Denys annual donation,  Discussion took place, Cllr Watkins proposed £100 for Royal British Legion and £1,000 to Friends of St Denys Church for maintenance of the churchyard, seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed, cheques written. 

9
Planning report 

	
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	17/01979/FUL
	Cedar Lodge
	Alteration and extension of existing building to create a single dwelling
	Responded approval.

Pending decision by MHDC

	17/01729/LB
	School House, Severn Stoke
	Repair and replacement of materials to fire damaged east elevation and gable.
	Responded approval.

Pending decision by MHDC

	18/00303/HP
	The Bothy, Croome Court
	Single storey extension and alterations
	Pending decision by MHDC

	17/01677/FUL
	Coventry Barn
	Conversion of barn to single dwelling and a detached garage/office with car parking and landscaping
	Responded approval.

Pending decision by MHDC

	18/00484/LB
	St Mary Magdalene Church Croome
	Proposed internal alterations and railings to Church tower (viewing platform removed from application)
	Supported and commented

Approved by MHDC

	18/01083/FUL
	Clifton Court Farm
	Demolition of existing cowshed and construction of building for farm machinery
	Recommended approval

	18/01253/FUL
	Orchard House, Kinnersley
	Erection of 7 houses, retrospect for convert of two, associated car parking, infrastructure etc
	Recommended approval

	18/01497/HP
	45 Kinnersley
	Detached building, home office and gym
	Recommended approval

	18/01378/LB 
	1 Lower Farm Cottages
	Repairs to exterior of property plus lining of chimney. Replacement of various brickwork. Replacement of oil tank
	Recommended approval


10
To agree the street lighting electricity charges fixed term contract renewal for 1/2/3 years


Clerk had asked NPower for fixed term contracts, received, assuming incorrect Clerk contacted NPower as cost per year has risen from approx. £190 to £800 on the renewal.  NPower insist amount is correct and increases have been very high.  Discussion took place as parish council can not justify £800 as the annual cost for 6 street lights.  Clerk will discuss with WCC what they pay/how lighting can be adopted by WCC.  If this is not an option, Clerk will explore residents opinion and possibility of turning them off.  Clerk may also contact Fortis re lighting as they installed it.  Clerk will speak to Eon for comparison quotation.
11
Update on High Green Vehicle Activated Sign 


Cllr Garrard has been able to successfully retrieve data from the VAS in High Green.  Between 25/9/18 to 24/10/18 14,948 vehicles had travelled through from motorway to Croome direction, 12,760 were exceeding the 30mph but average speed was 34mph.  24/10/18 to 13/11/18 8821 movements through in the opposite direction with            exceeding the 30mph. Highest speed was 10/10/18 65mph, though to be a police car with blue flashing lights.
12
To discuss the purchase of solar powered Vehicle Activated Sign for Clifton and Severn Stoke


Clerk has obtained two quotations, one from SWARCO and one from Westcotec. Both were over £3000, Clerk needs to research more and ask them for more information as discussed. WCC have already been contacted re suitable position and pole etc. Clerk will have more information for the next meeting.  Clerk will also check if data collected is used by Safer Roads Partnership for enforcement purposes. 
13
To approve the purchase litter bins for the layby at Clifton 


Clerk has obtained prices from Glasdon and suitable bins would be Glasdon Jubilee 110 ltr bins.  These would require a concrete base. Clerk has one quotation but will obtain two more.  District Councillors mentioned Lengthsman had installed Kempsey ones.  Clerk will investigate installation.  Approval to purchase two bins at approximately £800 and installation cost of approximately £500 was proposed for approval by Cllr Garrard and seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed, Clerk will liaise with Chair/Vice before installing. Clerk has also asked WCC for their approval on location and base.
14
GDPR information Privacy Notice


Clerk hasn’t done this.  Will do so for next meeting.

15
Severn Stoke Flood Alleviation Scheme progress


Mr Watkins, as tenant of land, has been waiting since April/May for Archelogy survey to be conducted as part of process re flood bund, fields have been unplanted for 8 and 9 months which EA knew. They have now contacted re survey for which Mr Watkins requires £500 compensation for damage and respraying. EA have not been back in touch.  

No further update from Mr Snowball.
16
Tarmac/Croome Liaison group meeting updates


Tarmac are undergoing a restructure and most staff are having to reapply for their jobs.  Next liaison meeting is planned for Feb.  No further Croome meeting has taken place.
17
Report from the Parish Hall Committee representative


Nothing to report.
18
Councillors’ comments and items for future agendas


Cllr Williams asked re results of last set of data collected re speed of traffic, nothing heard.   Cllr Williams asked if switching the street lighting off is a possibility.  Fallen tree at Kinnersley, thought it belongs to Croome Estate.  Cllr Watkins mentioned potholes in Sheepcote Lane and Clifton.
19     Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting 16th January 2019

Public Question Time
No members of the public present.
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
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