

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 23 January 2018.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr B Porter, Mr R Husband, Mr M Gloster, Mr S Seymour, Mr R Nash, Mr P King, Mr G Jones and Mr P Hawkins

In attendance: Six members of the public, S Rouse (District Councillor), J Barker (clerk)
74/17
Apologies
There were apologies from Mrs A Jones, Mr P Tuthill
75/17
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None
Meeting closed for open forum.

Open Forum

A group of residents explained their serious concern regarding road safety on Kiln Lane. Traffic at the only access point, at the junction of Kiln Lane and the A4103, will increase significantly due to the additional cars from the 51 new homes. Cars approach at high speed from the right (Bransford direction) and the line of sight is poor. They requested that the temporary haul road being used during the building works be retained so that traffic can exit more safely onto the Malvern Road. They also requested that the speed sign be changed to one that flashes the actual speed.
Mr Seymour explained that he had made very strong representations at the District Council Planning Committee on behalf of the parish council expressing exactly this view. However, Worcestershire Highways had taken the view that the existing junction could safely support the additional traffic. After planning permission was granted the parish council had met with the developers to discuss the matter, but the landowner made it clear that a permanent access onto the Malvern Road would only be provided if planning permission was granted for the development of an additional 80 homes and associated community facilities, which the local community is strongly opposed to.  The haul road has been constructed as a temporary measure. The parish council has no power and can only comment on applications and express the perspective of the residents – it is the District Council that makes the decision. 
A resident suggested that a Leigh Sinton by-pass, linked to a roundabout on the Malvern Road side of the development, would reduce traffic and congestion in the village. The implications of this were discussed; including the impact on the village shop/Post Office. 
The chairman questioned whether conditions 11 and 14 of the planning permission – engineering work to improve visibility – had been met. The planning consent states this work should be completed before work started on the site. This to be checked with the District Council before the next meeting. 

The residents left the meeting at this point and councillor Rouse arrived. The meeting was reconvened. 
76/17
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council and annual meetings held on 28 November 2017 were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Nash and approved unanimously.

77/17
Reports from representatives of other bodies:


Malvern Hills District Council – Cllr Rouse
· The chairman outlined the representations made by the residents in the open forum and Cllr Rouse agreed to follow up on conditions 11 and 14.

· Wheelie bins and fortnightly refuse collection will come into effect in April.

· Elmhurst Farm – Piper Homes have pulled out and Wolverley Homes are putting in a new detailed plan for the site.

· Stocks Lane junction/hedge – Councillor Rouse had met on site with Ms Davies of WCC Highways. Ms Davies expressed the opinion that the pavement width is 1.1m along the full length of the hedge. However, Peter King had re-measured and found it to be as narrow as 70cm at some points (at approx. shoulder height – 1.4m). Councillor Rouse has written to Ms Davies again and is awaiting a response. It was decided that the matter should also be referred to the Chief Executive of WCC.

Cllr Rouse left the meeting at this point.

78/17
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) Speed limits, speeding and VAS data –.The clerk to contact Ms Davies regarding the 30mph sign for the A4103 opposite Stocks Lane junction. The chairman to investigate replacing the existing permanent VAS with one that displays actual speeds.
2) Repainting white village gates – The Lengthsman will paint the gates as soon as the weather conditions are suitable.
3) Road safety and overhanging hedge at the Stocks Lane/A4103 junction – Discussed under 77/17
4) Community speed watch scheme – The matter is ongoing. The chairman will accompany the officer when he undertakes the site assessments.
5) Parking problems in Leigh Sinton – The matter is ongoing and all possible avenues to improve the situation will be investigated. Concern was expressed that installing the short-term loading bay will result in more cars parked on the road. It was noted that a car had been ticketed for parking within the double-yellow lines.
6) Problems caused by inaccurate road closure and diversion notices – The problem is ongoing. The chairman noted the closure at Stocks Lane for BT works and stressed the importance of accurate signage at the Newland end of the road so that drivers know where the road is closed.
7) Brambles encroaching on footway – Dragons Cross- Mr King confirmed he had sent Cllr Tuthill the information as requested. Mr Nash noted the work has not been completed.
8) Uneven footway between Suffield Close and Leigh & Bransford Primary – Highways have inspected the footway and reported no problem. Mr Porter noted that particular areas that do need attention. He agreed to re-report the specific locations on the WCC hub.
9) Uneven footway between The Fold and Bransford lay-by – Highways have inspected and reported no problem. The chairman to re-report any specific locations needing attention on the WCC hub.
10) Dangerous inspection cover – Dragons Cross – The repair has been carried out. Item to be removed from the agenda.
79/17 Planning

a) Updates on ongoing planning matters 
17/01713/HP – Shed to the front of the property approved as other buildings along the same road have structures to the front and there is no defined line of building.

Mr Saunders (Chapel Close) has reported that some of the houses on the Cala site do not have chain-link fencing separating the gardens from the hedge – the hedge is deep and hollowed out, takes up a lot of space and may be a safety hazard for small children and animals. Mr Sharp and Mr Seymour have spoken with the site manager who has confirmed the hedge must be retained under the planning consent. Cala Homes are unable to alter it but will raise the matter with Fortis, the housing association, when it takes the specific houses. Mr Seymour agreed to get back to Mr Saunders.
b) Planning applications 
	L&B 

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Application
	Location
	Recommendation
	Notes

	17/15
	17/01607/FUL
	Tennis Court
	The Bransford 
Manor

Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JG
	Approval
Proposed RH

Seconded GJ

Unanimous
	n/a

	17/16
	17/01908/REM
	14/01140/REM –Application

for approval of reserved

matters for appearance of the garages following outline 

approval 13/00952/OUT for

the erection of 51 dwellings

and associated roads and 

parking and open space. 
	Land at (OS 7801
5063)

Kiln Lane

Leigh Sinton
	Approval
Proposed JS

Seconded GJ

Unanimous


	n/a

	17/17
	18/00069/FUL
	Proposed new polythene 
Tunnels, ancillary water

Storage tank and shed for 

Growing garden plants
	Bransford
Garden Plants

Bransford

WR6 5JN
	Approval
Proposed MG

Seconded RH

Unanimous
	n/a

	17/18
	18/00088/HP
	Proposed single storey extension (Amendments to planning approval 17/01520/HP to include a small 'decorative' bay to the south east facing wall) 

	Willow Cottage
Crowcroft

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5ED
	Approval
Proposed RH

Seconded PK

Unanimous
	n/a


c) Planning decisions received from MHDC 
17/01713/HP 
Cherrylea, Leigh
Garden shed & veranda
(retro)

Approved
d) Neighbourhood Development Plan update 
Mr King has almost completed the changes suggested by MHDC. He reported the parish council may need an OS licence to use maps and will contact the Ordnance Survey to clarify.
80/17
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) Conversion of red telephone box to mini lending library – A call for books was included in the Sphere. The chairman to contact the resident who previously offered donations.
b) Outdoor areas maintenance contracts – Maintenance of all outdoor areas in the parish needs to be reviewed and new specifications drawn up which will then be offered out to tender.
c) The ongoing problem of dog fouling on parish verges was discussed. It was noted that a reminder of the requirement to carry a poo-bag and pick up after your dog had been included in the latest Sphere report.

It was agreed that matter should be also be referred to the MHDC enforcement team.
81/17
To consider quotes for fencing and boundary work to Bransford play area.

Quotes had been sought from six local contractors and five had been received:






Materials
Labour

Total (ex VAT where applicable)


Benchmark (D Bradley)

£2429.72
£1981.40
£4411.12


G Sterry



£1450.00
£2275.00
£3725.00


Minton Fencing


£1114.08
£1480.00
£2594.08


Hollins Landscapes

£1719.00
£600.00

£2319.00


T Suttill



£1040.00
£980.00

£2020.00


Mr Husband proposed the quote from T Suttill be accepted, Mr Fereday seconded and it was agreed unanimously. The clerk and chairman to make arrangements with Mr Suttill.

82/17
Request for Kiln Lane development haul road to be made permanent following the completion of building works

The matter had been discussed in the Open Forum. Whilst the parish council supports the view taken by the residents it was agreed that it does not have the power to take any further action.
83/17
Wonderful Worcestershire Ride & Ramble

The matter was discussed. Mr Seymour proposed the parish council should not support this event, Mr Porter seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
84/17
To consider requests for grants and donations

Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall - The hall committee had requested a grant of £9000 to cover a £7000 shortfall in funds required to pay for the new heating system (total cost £27,000) and a £2000 contingency fund. Following discussion it was proposed by Mr Husband that a grant of £7000 be provided, and that additional funds up to £2000 may be provided at a later date if required and supported by evidence on terms to be agreed at the time. Seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed unanimously.


St Edburga, Leigh & St John the Baptist, Bransford – Leigh & Bransford Parochial Church Council requested a grant of £750 to maintain the parish churchyards. Mr Seymour proposed the application be accepted, Mr Gloster seconded and it was agreed unanimously.

Broadwas Croquet Club – a contribution to the maintenance of the pavilion and grounds was requested, the applicant noting that two thirds of the croquet club members reside in Leigh & Bransford. 


The request was discussed and it was proposed by Mr Husband that the request be rejected as the organisation is not based in the parish. Mr Seymour seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
85/17
Proposed changes to the street naming and numbering process

MHDC are conducting a consultation asking if parish councils would like to take on the role of proposing street names for new developments. Mr Seymour proposed that the parish council should take on this role, Mr Jones seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
86/17

Finance

a) Accounts passed for payment

1st Leigh Brownies


Grant 



£500.00

R Wilks



Lengthsman – October

£421.80
J Barker



Clerk – December

£704.94
J Barker



Norton 360 (reimbursed)
£79.99

J Barker



HMRC Q3 (reimbursed)
£41.91

J Barker



Clerk – January


£727.99
Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall
Grant



£7000.00
Leigh & Bransford Church Council
Grant



£750.00


Payments proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Seymour and approved unanimously. 


b)  Bank balances 

Current account
(at 31.12.2017)





£35,840.67



Savings account
(at 31.12.2017)





£4,877.54
87/17   Reports of committees and working groups 

Memorial Hall – Mr Nash reported that the new heating system had been ordered and thanked the 
parish council for its donation. Future plans include replacing a number of windows and doors to 
make the building more energy efficient, purchasing comfier chairs and round tables for wedding 
hire use and installing Wi-Fi.
88/17
Councillors reports and items for future consideration

· Mr Porter reported he has heard nothing following his decision to take on the role of tree warden – the clerk to follow up with countryside services.
· Mr Seymour reported that Mr Saunders, the current parish paths warden, will be leaving the role and a replacement is required. The item to be included in the next Sphere report.
· A local resident has offered a section of his garden for a local person who would like to use it as an allotment. To be included in the Sphere report.

· Mr Sharp reported that the Lengthsman has asked if he can order a tonne of grit to keep at his yard so that he can refill the parish grit bins. It will be more economical than buying 25kg bags. Agreed unanimously. 

· The Great British Spring Clean will take place from 2nd to 4th March. The District Council will provide resources as required. Mr Nash agreed to co-ordinate.

· Mr Hawkins noted the occasional need for gritting at the bottom of Hop Pole Green. The possibility of installing a grit bin was considered. Mr Jones proposed purchasing two sacks of grit and gritting as necessary. It was agreed this would be acceptable and he should obtain the grit and bill the parish council for the cost.
· Mr Gloster reported that he had attempted to speak with the WCC officer with responsibility for cycle ways in the county (following earlier discussions with Cllr Tuthill on the matter) but had been told there would be no consultation.
89/17
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 27 February 2018 (if required)

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 27 March 2018

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date...............................................
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