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SALEWAY PARISH COUNCIL  
Clerk: Lynn Stewart, The Rectory, Church Lane, Bishampton, WR10 2FA                      

 







Minutes of  Saleway Parish Council
Held at Himbleton Parish Hall

On January 24th 2018, at 7:30pm

Present : Cllr Mr S Rendle (Chair), Cllr Mr J Boaz (Vice-Chair), Cllr Mr P Clamp, Cllr Mr R Keel, Cllr Mrs S Rothero
In Attendance : Clerk, District Cllr Mrs M Rowley, County Cllr Mr A Miller 




1 member of the public attended
Meeting opened at 7:35pm

1. Apologies:  Cllr Knight and Cllr Jenkins
                            
2. Declarations of Interest : Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests – none were recorded.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time at 7:37pm, notes are appended to these minutes. Following Public Questions, the meeting resumed at 7:39pm:

3. Minutes of last meeting held on November 29th 2017, were approved by all and signed by Chair as an accurate representation of the meeting.
4. Guest Speaker : Tracy Tooze of West Mercia Police was unable to attend due to illness and has been rescheduled for the March meeting. Cllr Boaz updated the Council on the involvement of Ms Tooze and West Mercia Police in investigating some recent criminal activity in Huddington in partnership with help from locals, he explained that community involvement in rural areas is a key strategy for tackling rural crime in the future.
5. Progress Reports 

a. NHBS/land purchase – Chair advised that the funeral of Mrs Wingfield (owner of the land) was held recently, therefore now is probably not the appropriate time to continue these discussions. Chair intends to write to the family in relation to the land and suggest that if it were donated to the community, the Parish Council would organise the upkeep of the land. Action – Chair to write letter.
b. Notice boards - Chair confirmed that the new boards for Huddington and Himbleton will be installed on Thursday 25th January. Installation of the other boards to follow in due course. Clerk reminded Cllr Rendle that the board at Sale Green needs a replacement glass pane. Action - Cllrs Keel and Rendle to install first 2 boards and advise Clerk of dates for others.
c. Blockage at bottom of Stoney Lane – Cllr’s Keel and Rendle have visited the site, Cllr Keel is due to meet with Highways Agency w/c 29/1. Action - Cllr Keel to meet with WCC and feedback.
d. Footbridge between Church and Manor – Clerk read out the comments from Cllr Knight in his absence. Cllr Rowley has visited the site and confirmed there is a trip hazard i.e. a 2”+ gap. Cllr Rowley has reported the issue which is to be rectified. Action: Clerk to forward Cllr Knights photo’s to Cllr Miller.

e. Defibrillator – Chair advised that the defibrillator is now with the engineer ready for installation at The Galton Arms across the next few weeks. Action - Clerk to be advised when installed so that contact is made to the Ambulance Service for a code, also Cllr Miller to be advised so that training for any interested individuals can be set up.
f. Huddington Lane Ditch Work - Cllr Boaz brought photographic evidence to show the state of the road since the work has been completed.  Action : Cllr Miller to take up issue with Highways Engineer, Gerry Brienzo.

g. Concerns re. Walkers Straying – Cllr Rowley has walked the paths to see the nature of the problem. Cllr Rowley is going to talk to the Footpaths Officer, as she believes that a map and leaflets/notices would help. Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council statement has now been posted in Bowbrook News in relation to siting a CCTV to capture any damage to property. Action - Cllr Rowley to discuss with Footpaths Officer. CCTV to be provided by Cllr Miller for use.
h. NHBS/Cricket Club – A meeting is to be held at Wychavon to discuss this proposed application. Clerk had been advised that the Council must evidence public support and community consultation. Clerk confirmed that posters had been circulated to notice boards and website. Chair advised that a petition with approx. 100 signatures has been given to him and also a letter from the local Church in favour of the works had been received. Cllr Rowley felt this was sufficient evidence and the flier that had been prepared would be better used for future NHBS projects. Action – Cllr Rowley to take petition and letter to Wychavon DC, meeting to be attended by Chair and Clerk.

i. Grit Bin, Neight Hill – Cllr Miller advised that £500 is being transferred to Saleway PC to enable the purchase of a Grit Bin for Neight Hill (and item j below). Action - Clerk to order once funds cleared.

j. Grit Bin, lane Dunhampstead to Himbleton – Cllr Miller unsure of reason for failure to deliver the grit bin ordered in 2016. £500 is being transferred to enable the PC to purchase a Grit Bin for the lane from Dunhampstead to Himbleton . Action - Clerk to order once funds cleared.

k. Parish Council Website – Clerk confirmed that the website construction is going well. Clerk is working on the build of the website and should be able to circulate a link for Councillors to comment upon/give feedback in coming weeks. Site should “go live” in March 2018.

l. Harrow Lane Development – Clerk read out the comments from Cllr Knight in his absence.  It was agreed that it is important for the PC to remain “on top of the situation”.

i. The Highways Officer has confirmed the ditch between the proposed site and Harrow Lane is not a Highways Ditch and so in principal have no objection to the discharge of treated effluent into it.  The council's Drainage Officer has yet to confirm the status of the ditch.  

ii. It has to be classified as a watercourse for it to be OK for treated effluent to be discharged into it. Potentially therefore the developers need to find an alternative solution or withdraw their application.  

iii. The landowners agent has been in discussions with the planning officers about fulfilling their Section 106 obligations. 

m. Tagwell Lane, risk of cars bottoming out – Cllr Miller advised that no work can be done on that stretch of road until the diversionary route that is currently in operation is no longer required.
n. Yellow Lines by school – Chair advised that he had met with the Chair of the Governors of the school, he was informed that the teaching staff are reluctant to walk down the hill to park cars. Cllr Miller distributed a map showing the planned positioning of yellow lines. Options for how to resolve the issue of cars remaining parked on the hill all day were discussed. It was suggested that from the bridge at the bottom of Neight Hill up to the top of the hill at the junction with Blackpit Lane should have single lines with signs detailing restrictions to parking for only 20 mins to enable parents to drop off/pick up safely – but to deter vehicles parking all day. Action: Cllr Miller to discuss with K. Hemstock and feedback. 

o. Middle Lane, Primsland Meadows – Enforcement Officers have visited before Christmas at which time a caravan was located there. The officers issued instructions for it be removed. It has since been removed.

6. District and County Councillors’ Report: 
Cllr Rowley reported
(a) that the South Worcestershire Development Plan is being reviewed, the Plan Review will follow the same process as the original Plan and landowners can put forward plots of land for consideration as sites suitable for development.  Re-submission of plots previously put forward, but rejected, is possible, and indeed expected, as new sites will be required.  All the submissions will be considered and may or may not be included in the revised plan. This does include submitting, or re-submitting, planning applications which would be against the current SWDP. 
(b)  Cllr Rowley also advised that Wychavon’s budget is being reworked, the Council Tax will increase but not as far as the capping limit of 4.9% (or £5 on a band D property).
Cllr Miller advised that Worcestershire County Council need to increase the Council Tax. The costs of Looked After Children and the Elderly is escalating and £20m more is required in the budget. 
7. Parish Councillors Reports: 

· Cllr Clamp advised that the Grit Bin (green) in Hadzor has been damaged by a vehicle hitting it. Action: Clerk to check with insurance cover.
· Cllr Keel reported that there was a unanimous feeling within the village that the flood alleviation works completed by Worcestershie County Council have achieved nothing. A culvert is needed. Action: Cllr Miller to investigate.

8. Parish Lengthsman – there was no report from Robin. Clerk has been trying to contact him but getting no response. Chair confirmed he had been in contact with Robin. Action: Chair to follow up. 
9. Correspondence 
a. A request from the Village Hall Committee had been made asking the PC to make up the shortfall between ticket/raffle proceeds and the cost of putting on a Shakespearean evening. The Council felt that with advertising it may be possible for the event to be self-funding. Action: Clerk to contact and recommend use of the new noticeboards throughout the parish to try to boost interest.
b. A consultation has been received in relation to Goosehill Woods. It advised of plans for “thinning” to enable light to reach the woodland floor in an attempt to promote the rejuvenation of broadleaved woodland and the environment. Action: Clerk to respond that the Council have no objections.
c. A letter asking for potential mineral sites within Worcestershire has been received (4th). Saleway have no sites to put forward.
10. Telephone Kiosks – Clerk presented a contract for signature to adopt the kiosk in Himbleton. Contract was signed and a cheque raised for £1. Clerk also gave Cllr Clamp, Chair and Cllr Rothero signs to be put up in the Hadzor, Earls Common and Sale Green kiosks to advise the public that no BT equipment or network connection is available. Action: Clerk to return contract and cheque for adoption to be completed.  Signs to be positioned in kiosks.
11. S106 Monies, Trench Wood, Huddington - information from Worcestershire Wildlife Trust had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Boaz updated the Council in relation to some proposals that the WWT had put forward in response to his enquiry for projects that could utilise the S106 monies for Huddington. Action: Cllr Rowley to take ideas back to Wychavon and feedback.
12. Pollution in Ford Lane – Cllr Keel informed the Council that a Worcestershire County Council workforce had been working in Ford Lane, but the work was suspended due to effluent from a septic tank discharging into the ditch – work has not resumed. Action: Cllr Rowley to report to engineers at Wychavon to resolve.
13. Crime Report – the report had been circulated prior to the email. A copy was given to the member of the public. Representatives of West Mercia Police are going to attend the March 2018 meeting to discuss Rural Crime.

14. Planning – Clerk presented an updated spreadsheet of Planning Applications for discussion. No further items were discussed as Harrow Lane Development had been discussed under item 5l of the agenda.
15. Finance  - Clerk presented a financial summary for January 2018. Clerk had circulated a summary of the budget requirement for 2018/19 to be considered by Council in readiness of precept setting. 
a. Precept Setting - It was decided that an increase to the precept of £4600 would be required to meet the budget, the precept has not been increased for 4 years. Proposed by Chair, Seconded by Cllr Clamp. Action: Clerk to submit budget to Wychavon DC.
b.  The following payments were presented for approval:

· Clerks Salary – increased hours
£   400.00
· Clerks Expenses 


£   112.86 *
· BY Payphones


£       1.00
From Transparency Code Funding 

· Internet connection  £ 39.98 (inc. in expenses of £112.86)*
Payments approved. Proposed Cllr Clamp, Seconded Cllr Rothero
16. Date of next meeting: at 7:30pm on 21st March 2018 at Himbleton Parish Hall.
17. The meeting closed at 10.00pm.
Signed …………………………..

Date ………………………

Chairman
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – NOTES

A member of the public made the following comments;

a) Disappointed as had attended to hear discussions relating to Crime. Clerk gave member of public a copy of the crime report and agreed to circulate it to him in future.
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