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Wickhamford Parish Council
Annual Statutory Meeting Minutes 9th May 2018
Clerk to the Council, Andrea Evans, Ty Gwyn, Offenham, WR11 8RW 

Telephone 01386 760332      email wickhamfordpc@gmail.com
Present J. Newbury, Chairman, J Poulter, V. Chairman, Councillors, D. Heeks, T Waller &
               R. Gutteridge.
       PCSO P Schoenrock, C Cllr Liz Eyre.
· 1. Apologies DC B Thomas.                                        .
· 2. Outgoing Chairman’s Welcome
         .
                 The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting
· 3. Previous Minutes
The minutes of the 2017 Annual Statutory Meeting were approved, Proposed by RG, seconded by TW with  ananimous vote in favour.
· 4  Chairman’s Report   
                  Without doubt, this year has been the most difficult during my term as chairman of W.P.C, dominated as it was by Mike's battle with cancer and his sad death in January. Mike served the Parish both as a parish councillor and then as clerk for 10 years. Not only was he a working colleague but also a close friend and will be sadly missed by all of us.

    Mike was totally committed to his role as clerk and was determined to perform his duties to the end. However, it became clear in late 2017 that Mike and myself could not cope and I sought the advice and help from Andrea Evans, clerk to B.P.C who gave us support in any way she could. In November when Mike deteriorated the P.C asked Andrea to take on the role of parish clerk. This was not an easy task, as we soon realised how records and paperwork had deteriorated when Mike had his bouts of illness.

    Andrea took on the task and it became clear that it was far more difficult than either of us could have imagined. She has done far more than we asked and has given 100% commitment to the task. In February the P.C, asked Andrea to become our permanent Clerk and, to my great relief, she accepted. She now assures me that all accounts and records are up to date and we are a fully functioning P.C. As I had some health issues of my own this year she has done all this single handed and I look forward to working with her.     

   On a positive note during the past year the P.C has installed " village gates" on the approach roads to the village. Three seats have been erected around the village and finally we have purchased and installed 2 defibrillators at the Sports Club and in the old telephone kiosk.

   Due to work commitments we have lost Kelvin Nash as a P.C. but we wish him good luck in his new job.

    We also employed John Hyde as our new lengthsman.

    Looking forward, we have a vacancy to fill which I am hopeful will be soon. Also we still have our "community fund" and are looking for possible capital projects. Now that the weather has improved I will ask the lengthsman to paint the old kiosk.

          Hopefully, 2018-19 will be a better year for us all.

· 5. Financial Statement
Wickhamford PC has maintained a healthy balance in excess of £95k this financial year   which now includes the precept on 30th April 2018 of £5000. A VAT refund of £2182 is due from HMRC. The PC has benefited the village by spending approx. £4500 on 2 new defibs devices, white village gates, benches and new dog bins.
· 6. Election of Chairman  
J. Newbury was proposed by D Heeks and seconded by R Gutteridge with a unanimous vote in favour. J. Newbury duly accepted. Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by clerk.
· 7. Election of V. Chairman
J. Poulter was proposed by T Waller and seconded by D Heeks with a unanimous vote in favour. J. Poulter duly accepted. Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by clerk.

· 8. Election of Pact Representative(s)
       R. Gutteridge was proposed to attend these meetings with J Newbury when available.

       R Gutteridge duly accepted.
· 9. Parish Footpath Warden

This position is currently vacant. Clerk with contact Worcs CC Footpaths Officer to arrange advert for the position. It should be noted that T Waller would be willing to fulfil the role but has been advised that it needs to be someone available during the week too.
· 10. To agree the Delegation of Authority for the Clerk and to note and adopt the 
      NALC Model Standing Orders and to update financial regulations.
                    It was unanimously agreed to approve the above with cllrs further considering any 

                    amendments that they wish to make to the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

                    for approval at the PC meeting in July.
· 11.  Questions from the Public.
        None

· 12.  Close

                     Meeting Closed at 7.23pm.
Signed……………………………………………….
Date…………………………………

                       Chairperson

