 

ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY 2018 IN ELMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.45 PM



Present:
Councillors
Roger Clift (Chairman)







Ann Carter (Vice Chairman)
Bernard Brown
Andrew Halfpenny




In Attendance:

Sylvia Clift (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence
Cllrs. Charles Caddick and Barbara Talbot; County Cllr. Peter Tomlinson
2. Chairman’s Statement

The Chairman reminded Councillors that 2019 would be an election year.
3. Police Report

No new incidents had been reported. There had been an increase in fly tipping. The Council had signed up to the Community Messaging System. 
4. Declarations of Interest 
The Chairman declared an interest in Agenda Item 8.4.
5. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th March 2018
The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

6. 

Matters arising
6.1 Dementia Friendly Villages (Talk by Diane Dolley at Council Meeting 0n 15/03/18). Since the last meeting Councillors had agreed that £150 should be made available for this initiative headed by Chaddesley Corbett. Cllr. Roger Clift had attended a successful launch and there had been a successful café meeting. He had also joined the Steering Committee.
6.2 Police Attendance (Item 3) The Council had been advised that the police would no longer attend Parish Council meetings.
7.  General 
7.1 Lengthsman Update. 
· An amendment to Item 2 in the Lengthsman’s contract had been made.


Blocked gullies need to be identified and reported to the WCC website –

a) Contaminated waste needed to be disposed of at a treatment site

b) Sharp needles posed a risk to the Lengthsman and must be disposed of correctly.
· Addis Lane. The bend below the Church was still running with water. The Lengthsman was unable to clear the blockage from either side. He suspected a broken underground pipe. WCC Highways would investigate for inclusion in their jet-vac programme (Ref: 503463)
· The Lengthsman had worked in:
Elmbridge Lane, Purshull Green Lane and Crown Lane removing silt out of drains and debris from the top

Addis Bank – dug soil from headwalls

Elmbridge Lane and Addis Lane (Watery Lane) – rodded blocked drains

Addis Lane – cut foliage from signs

· The Clerk would ask him to investigate a possible blocked drain resulting in water in the ditch near Cornshire Field Farm
7.2 Highways.

· Tree Roots in Elmbridge Lane. These had been removed on 12th May. 
· Pot Holes. Those in Horton Lane had been reported. A response was awaited (Ref: 535253) Elmbridge Green Lane was in a poor state and remained on an “advisory list”.
7.3 New Homes Bonus

· Defibrillator. There had been no response to the parish magazine article. The Clerk would address this and the article would be repeated in the next magazine. She would prepare application for funding.
· Village Hall Car Park. The improvement scheme had now been completed. Final payment would be made as soon as invoice was received.
7.4 Parish Councillor Vacancy. David Powell had expressed interest and a willingness to serve as a Parish Councillor. His co-option was agreed unanimously. The Clerk would prepare the relevant papers.
7.5 Data Protection. New regulations come into force on 25th May. Parish Councils were exempt from appointing a Data Protection Officer. The Clerk held data, hard copy and electronic, for all parish councillors, 2 district councillors, one county councillor, and the Lengthsman. Those present signed a data consent form.

8. Finance

8.1 Current Balance


The balance on the Current Account was £16098.58
8.2 Payments

            The following payment was approved

Elmbridge Village Hall                 £15.00 (Room Hire)

D Miles

    £210.00 (Lengthsman)

CALC 

    £303.36 (Annual Subscription)


BHIB

    £223.32 (Insurance Premium)


Pat Butts

    £100.00 (Internal Audit Fee)


Since the last meeting cheques had been drawn for David Miles (Lengthsman) (£210) and Dementia Friends (£150)


8.3 Audit



8.3.1 Internal Audit. The Internal Audit had been carried out on 18th May and a satisfactory       report received.


8.3.2 Annual Governance Statement. This had been completed and signed.

8.3.3 Accounting Statement. This had been completed and signed.

8.4 Clerk’s Salary. The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) had agreed new pay scales for Clerks to be implemented from 1st April 2018. The Chairman had prepared a paper showing increased rates and 3 possible contracts for the Clerk. The Chairman reiterated his Declaration of Interest and took no part in the discussion and decision. Councillors discussed the possible contracts and agreed that The Clerk was to be paid on “Contract 3”. This was proposed by Cllr. Andrew Halfpenny, seconded by Cllr. Bernard Brown, and agreed unanimously.

9. Planning
9.1 Manor Cottage.  An appeal had been made against the refusal of planning permission for conversion of existing single storey garage, ground floor and first floor extension to provide annex accommodation. 
9.2 Oak Barn, Purshull Green. Permission received for 4-bay carport/garage with attic office.
9.3 Bryan’s Green. Mr Rupert Goodman had agreed to contact Christopher Booker about permission for sign on Bryan’s Green.

10. Correspondence

10.1 Worcestershire County Council Members Update. Ethical Standards Consultation.
10.2 A list detailing 34 items of correspondence and relevant emails was circulated to Councillors. In addition update emails had been received from CALC.

11. Items of Interest - None

12. Next meeting

Thursday 19th July 2018

Future dates arranged were

           Thursday 20th September 2018, Thursday 15th November 2018
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