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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th August 2018 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Anthony Ward

Victoria Jervis





Frederick Young
Ian Graham

Jayne Morgan-Wright






Jill Moran



In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Keith Wright, District Councillor




18/083
Apologies 

Cllr Taylor & County Cllr Adams.
18/084
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

 Cllr Graham for planning item.
18/085
Open Forum

Appended to the minutes.
 
18/086
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd July 2018 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
18/087
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To consider Village Hall request for funding, new quotation received.

One quotation had been received for a specific part of the refurbishment however a breakdown of cost of labour and materials was not listed. The Chairman suggested that she speak to the treasurer of the hall to give clarification on what was required by the PC.

· To consider Banner design and agree cost of £45+ vat

Option A was chosen and it was agreed to go ahead with the purchase of a banner to use at future events in the parish. Proposed JM Seconded LK.
· Letter of thanks from RBL Club and request to use the recreation ground for 2 day event next year.
The letter was well received by all councillors and it was stated that the event was well supported and went ahead without any issues.
It was agreed that the RBL could run the event again next year (21st & 22nd June) on the recreation ground subject to neighbour notification as took place this year.  
18/088
Clerk’s Report:
Recreation Ground

Safety netting between the recreation ground and the cricket field.  

· Feedback has just been received from Wychavon DC planning dept with regard to requiring planning permission for fencing between the recreation ground and the cricket ground.  If a permanent system is in place planning permission will be required, after speaking with suppliers the clerk advises that this may be the best option because the poles are stronger and the nets retain rigidity better than those that are raised and lowered.  An example of the system can be viewed in Chipping Campden. In the interim period Cllr Evans has placed notices advising people not to use the zip wire when cricket is being played.
17.

Village Walk about

· The Clerk and Chairman undertook a walkabout on the 9th July. A suitable site was found in the corner of recreation ground for the donated Horse Chestnut tree.  A number of issues were flagged up including the poor condition of the garage doors off Ferry Lane and the overgrowth on the footpath.  Rooftop Housing advise that Fortis have been instructed to cut back the overgrowth near the footpath and the ivy on the garage roof but due to lack of funds the doors are unlikely to be attended to.  Areas of weed growth on the roadside verges, in particular in Myatt Road have been reported to the Lengthsman for spraying and areas for hedge cutting also in Myatt Road and on Station Road.
SWDP, Village Facilities and rural transport survey.

· The Parish Council is required to give feedback and update the information held on village facilities.  

Data Protection/ Information Commission’s Office annual fee

· The annual fee is due for renewal, this year increasing by £5 to £40 unless paid by direct debit.  The clerk requested that the DD auth was signed by 2 councillors to keep the fee at £35.
Wychavon Village of Culture competition

· Applications are required by 21st September.

Wychavon supporting communities event

· The Chairman and Clerk attended the event at the Civic Centre in Pershore on Thursday 5th July.  Vic Allison, Deputy Chairman, WDC advised that feedback was awaited from central government in relation to council tax referendum principles.  This feed back has now become available within the consultation document 2019/20 local government finance settlement, it states that Town & Parish Councils having reduced the increases in precept charges over the last couple of years will continue in the deferment of setting referendum principles but the Government will keep this area under active review and encourages councils in the downward trend with increases in future precept setting.
Lengthsman Training

· WCC have issued requests that Lengthsmen should update their training.  Our Lengthsman, Maurice Parkinson has agreed to undertake further training and also requested that his employee should also attend.  Maurice also covers Broadway, Bretforton, Badsey and North & Middle Littleton.
S106 money

· The invoice for the play equipment has now been received from Wicksteed so the clerk will invoice Wychavon to release funds to cover the cost before VAT.
18/089
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting
18/090
To consider any further actions required for annual village competitions.

Cllr Moran advised that judging had taken place, the results would be declared at the September meeting to coincide with the Good Villager award.  It was suggested and agreed that a letter and flowers be given to the judge to thank her for her assistance.
18/091
To consider quotation for replacement street lights

A further quotation for the replacement of a street light in Myatt Road was added to the three already requested because it was noticed by the Chairman and Clerk during the walkabout that there was some deterioration in the concrete post supporting the street light in Myatt Road.  The replacement of the pole and lamp on the corner of Ferry Lane and Main Street, replacement of wooden pole and lamp outside 3 Leasowes Road and also replacement of original lantern in Three Cocks Lane was required.  Quotation 1 totalled £4598 + vat and Quotation 2 totalled £1225 + vat.

It was agreed to approve expenditure on all four street lights as part of the rolling replacement programme.  Proposed AW Seconded LK.

18/092
To consider location for planting donated Horse Chestnut tree in the recreation ground.

The Chairman advised a suitable location in the recreation ground, this has been conveyed to the lady who is donating the tree.  She advised that the tree should be ready for planting in Autumn 2019.
18.

18/093
To consider replacement of batteries and pads for defibrillator.

The Chairman apologised for not bringing the paperwork to the meeting.

18/094
To consider quotation for applying wood preserver to the noticeboards.

A quote was received for £120 to treat four noticeboards from Mr Sandalls.  It was agreed to accept the quotation on the basis of value and previous works.  Proposed RE, Seconded JM.
18/095
To consider quotation for the annual backup costs for village website

It was agreed to accept the quotation for the annual back up fee of £29.99 which was the same as last year.  It was confirmed that Lesley Hope had agreed to continue with the running of the website for all village groups if required.  Proposed LK Seconded RE.

18/096
To review Standing Orders & Financial Regulations

A copy of the standing orders and financial regulations had been emailed to all councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed to accept the documents by all councillors present.  Proposed LK Seconded VJ.  The clerk advised that immediately prior to this meeting CALC had supplied updates from NALC which may mean that further changes would be required this year.
18/097
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 - Cllr Moran advised that she had cut back overgrowth from the PROW’s near the village hall to Gibbs Lane, Ferry Lane to St Milburgh and St Milburgh to the church yard.  She also advised that the holly hedge running alongside the footpath near the church needed attending to but was beyond the usual tidying and would need to be done by our contractor.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  Cllr Young advised that some of the roadside drains were blocked and irrigation on Laurels Road was causing water to be sprayed on the highway.

Neighbourhood Watch
 - Emails being received and forwarded. 

VHC – No additional report.
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – Cllr Young advised that only 3 attended the last meeting but the problem with speeding in the village was reported. The date for the September meeting has yet to be agreed.
18/098
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£       13115.00

as at  20.07.2018

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53627.46

as at  20.07.2018

FTD 3 months

£       10000.00

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	38
	001460
	E-on 
*
	128.01
	6.40
	134.41

	39
	001461
	N Power Ltd
*
	117.75
	5.89
	123.64

	40
	001462
	The Wake Committee
	1000.00
	
	1000.00

	41
	001463
	Worcestershire CALC
	20.00
	
	20.00

	42
	001464
	Wychavon DC
	74.25
	14.85
	89.10

	43
	001465
	Wychavon Sports Council
	63.00
	
	63.00

	44
	001466
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	146.00
	
	

	45
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	451.00
	
	597.00

	46
	001467
	Offenham Village Hall
	20.00
	
	20.00

	47
	001468
	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	12203.50
	2440.70
	14644.20

	48
	001469
	E-on 

	132.28
	6.61
	138.89

	49
	001470
	Diane Cox – Admin
	33.00
	
	598.30

	50
	
	
- Mileage

	49.50
	
	

	50
	
	
- Salary 
	515.80
	
	

	
	
	Total
	14954.09
	2474.45
	17428.54

	51
	001471
	L Hope
	29.99
	
	29.99

	
	
	
	14984.08
	2474.45
	17458.53


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Young & Taylor.

19.
18/099
To receive report from Cllr Ward on quarterly inspection of accounts.

Cllr Ward advised that he had undertaken the quarterly check of accounts and found them to be in order.

18/100
To consider making annual payment to the Information Commissioner by Direct Debit.

The clerk requested that members consider paying the annual fee to the Information Commissioner’s Office by direct debit because they were offering a £5 discount.  The fee was £40 reduced to £35 by DD.  It was agreed by all present to allow payment by DD with the DD authority signed by Cllrs Knight and Evans.

18/101
To be advised of planning matters including:

Applications:
W/18/01457/FUL  Wildorvale, 22 Ferry Lane, Offenham

Construction of 2 bedroom bungalow
OPC comment: 
· Not in the SWDP

· Wychavon DC has exceeded the 5 year land supply.

· Overdevelopment of the site particularly after the extension to the original bungalow.

· Garden grabbing

W/18/01456/FUL  V S Palade, Laurels Road, Offenham

Extension to farm buildings
OPC comment:  No objection
Decisions:

18/01169/HP  Beech House, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Single storey front extension to Beech House.- Approved
18/102
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  
· To receive nominations for Good Villager
· To receive results for Garden and hanging Basket & Container competitions.

· To consider costs for benches in the play area.

18/103
To consider date & time of next meeting – Parish Council meeting - 7.30pm, Monday 3rd September 2018, 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum


Keith Wright, District Councillor

Cllr Wright spoke briefly about current planning applications but also mentioned that WCC were submitting numerous land parcels within their ownership throughout the area for inclusion in the SWDP land supply for future consideration for development.

He also raised the raid on Sunday at the Post Office and Stores within the village.
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