

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 July 2018.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr S Seymour, Mr M Gloster, Mr G Jones, Mr D Fereday, Mr R Husband, Mr R Nash, Mr P King

In attendance: One member of the public, S Rouse (District Councillor), P Tuthill (County Councillor) 
(all part meeting), J Barker (clerk)
31/18
Apologies
There were apologies from Mrs A Jones, Cllr A Warburton, Mr B Porter and Mr P Hawkins 
32/18
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None
Meeting closed for Open Forum
A resident outlined his increasing concern regarding speeding through Leigh Sinton village and along Stocks Lane. He described a recent incident in which his wife was hit by a passing lorry as it sped past parked vehicles and mounted the kerb. He also expressed strong concern regarding the parking between Hoopers Close and the bend on Stocks Lane. Passing vehicles have no alternative but to drive on the wrong side of the road, leading to the danger of meeting oncoming vehicles at the bend and increasing the vulnerability of pedestrians on an already dangerous stretch of road with no footway.
The report was discussed and strategies for slowing traffic throughout the parish suggested. It was agreed that a meeting should be convened with all interested parties to formulate a coherent, parish-wide strategy promoting road safety and the reduction of speeding. 

The chairman noted that the matter would be further discussed later in the meeting under item 35/18b and thanked the resident for his contribution to the meeting.
33/18
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council and annual meetings held on 22 May 2018 were proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mr Jones and approved unanimously.

34/18
Reports from representatives of other bodies:

a) Malvern Hills District Council – item deferred until later in the meeting 
b) Worcestershire County Council – item deferred until later in the meeting
35/18
Progress reports on matters arising from previous minutes
a) Road safety and embankment work at Kiln Lane junction.  
The parish Lengthsman is cutting the grass regularly and will continue to do so until WCC reduces the mound.
b) Road safety at the Stocks Lane/A4103 junction  
Ongoing concerns re speeds on Stocks Lane and the A4103 and visibility at the junction were discussed. Mr King read out an email from Community Speedwatch explaining that the scheme cannot operate within 2km of a fixed camera because of mixed messages from the differing penalties issued, thus ruling out much of the parish from participation in the scheme. This includes many of the sites put forward for assessment, including the A4103 near the school and the school end of Stocks Lane. This was discussed and all agreed that the fixed camera at the Hereford end of the village has no bearing on traffic speeds on Stocks Lane or the speed of any drivers approaching the village from the Worcester direction who will not have driven past it. The clerk has already contacted the scheme officer to raise this issue and Cllr Rouse has taken the matter up with WCC highways. 
Various possibilities including moving the white village gates and installing speed signs displaying actual speeds and smiley or frowning faces were discussed. 

It was agreed that a meeting with all relevant individuals is needed with a view to devising a coherent strategy for the entire parish. A working group comprising Peter King, Stephen Seymour and Dave Fereday was elected, to report back to the next meeting.
The Lengthsman will cut the overgrown vegetation inside the visibility fence opposite the Stocks Lane junction.

c) Community speed watch scheme – discussed under 35/18b
d) Adoption of NALC 2018 Model Standing Orders 

New standing orders had previously been circulated and were discussed. It was agreed that all alterations proposed by the chairman be approved. An additional amendment to allow for planning applications received after the agenda has been published to be discussed, as currently specified on the meeting agenda, was suggested. Approval proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr King and approved 7 in favour, 0 against with 1 abstention.
36/18   Planning

            Mr Fereday – chairman of the planning committee – took the chair for this section of the meeting

a) To consider and approve minutes of the planning committee meeting held 26 June 2018

Having been previously circulated, the minutes were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Husband and approved unanimously
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters 
An application for the construction and operation of a biomass boiler at Mailes Skips and Recycling, Guinness Park Farm, is now on the WCC Planning website – application ref: 18/000009/CM
	L&B 

Ref
	WCC Ref
	Proposal
	Location
	Recommendation
	Note

Ref

	18/10
	18/000009/CM
	Consolidation application

for the construction and operation of a biomass 

boiler (part retrospective)
	Mailes Skips and

Recycling

Guinness Park 

Farm, 

A4103 Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	Conditional

approval 

Proposed SS

Seconded PK

6 in favour, 

2 against

Carried
	a


Note a. It was noted that contrary to previous understanding, the boiler is not currently operating as a part is awaited. Whilst welcoming the recycling facility, concern was raised regarding the impact of the development on the local area.  The parish council support the application on the condition that the appropriate licence is obtained and action is taken to mitigate environmental impact on the locality, to include all necessary action to prevent dust and dirt issues on the A4103 and installation of wheel washing facilities.
c) Planning applications 
	L&B 

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Proposal
	Location
	Recommendation
	Note
Ref

	18/07
	18/00069/FUL
(Additional info)
	Proposed new polythene 
tunnels, ancillary water

storage tank and shed for

growing garden plants
	Bransford Garden
Plants

Bransford

Worcs, WR6 5JN
	Approval
Proposed JS

Seconded RH

Unanimous
	   

	18/08
	18/00831/HP
	Erection of single storey

Log cab (retrospective)
	Mount Pleasant

Ashfields

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DH
	Objection
Proposed RH

Seconded SS

Unanimous
	b.

	18/09
	18/00847/LB
	Proposed single storey extension
	Pigeon House Farm
Dingle Road

Leigh, WR6 5JX
	Conditional 
approval
	c.



b. The building is too large and too close to the neighbouring property. The view was taken that had 
the application been made before construction started, planning consent for the building would 
not have been granted.


c. The parish council recommends approval on the condition that the structure and the associated 
games room is used only by the 
owners of the main property and is not made available as a holiday 
let. 


Planning application 18/00973/GPDQ  
(The Sett, Dingle Road, Leigh. Prior notification of 
proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house)


Parish council not officially consulted, however concern raised regarding the means of disposal of 
foul water and sewage. Mr Husband proposed, Mr Seymour seconded and it was agreed 
unanimously that a comment be submitted to that effect.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC 
18/00628/FUL

Inglemead, Leigh
Replacement dwelling

Approved

e) Neighbourhood Development Plan update  - no update
Cllrs Rouse and Tuthill joined the meeting. The chairman briefed them on the representation and discussion that took place during the open forum and item 35/18b. Cllr Rouse agreed to join the working party looking at parish-wide road safety and speeding and noted that she had already started working on the issue. She suggested purchasing 30mph stickers for wheelie bins and smiley face/sad face speed signs near the school and noted one local parish council are publishing details of top speeds in the parish in their Sphere report. Cllr Tuthill made the point that regular speeders can be reported to the local police.  
Deferred item 34/18

a) Malvern Hills District Council. Cllr Rouse gave an update on news from MHDC. She noted the planning department are considering adopting a new scheme called ‘permission on principle’ which will speed up the planning process for smaller applications of up to 9 properties. She noted the call for Gypsy & Traveller sites has been pushed back to October due to too few suggested sites.
b) Worcestershire County Council. Cllr Tuthill reported that someone from highways will be assessing the verge at Kiln Lane with a view to deciding what action will be taken and gave an update on strategic development in the county, including the local health and fire services. He noted that there are metal fragments on the Leigh & Bransford school playing field and it is currently not in use.
Parking in Leigh Sinton – Cllr Tuthill reported that the issue of parking outside the Chinese Takeaway at The Old Somers Arms is the responsibility of the parish council. Where there are double yellow lines the parish council can request enforcement by MHDC and parking on the pavement should be dealt with by the police. The matter was discussed and concern expressed regarding the dangers caused by parking on both sides of the road at this location, plus the resulting danger pulling out of Clewer Croft. 

He confirmed that the parish council request for double yellow lines on Kiln Lane to prevent parking close to the corner had been rejected as funds are limited and he did not perceive the location to have a parking problem.
Councillor Tuthill informed the meeting that the blockage to the gully opposite Horizons in Leigh was due to broken tiles dumped in the outlet ditch on the opposite side of the road. The landowner has been informed by WCC.
Traffic calming on Stocks Lane was discussed. Pedestrian warning signs have been proposed and zig zag lines will be installed by the entrance to the school car park. Two sets of roundels were suggested, one to be funded by WCC, the other would have to be paid for by the PC. Mr Seymour proposed the parish council fund this, Mr Gloster seconded and all agreed. The chairman also raised the request for white lines to stop people overtaking outside the school car park entrance and noted the school flashing warning lights are out of time – this has been reported by the school and by the chairman and is still outstanding. 

Cllr Tuthill noted the faulty speed sign outside The Fox.

The chairman thanked Cllrs Rouse and Tuthill for their contributions to the meeting.
37/18
To consider a request for a parish council grant – 1st Leigh Scout Group

1st Leigh Scout Group had applied for a grant of £600 for the purchase of a new gazebo for use at camps, shows and events. Approval proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Seymour and approved unanimously.
38/18
To consider measures to reduce speeding and improve road safety on Stocks Lane, Leigh Sinton

Mr King recapped on the previous discussions and noted there have been three accidents in recent weeks.


It was noted that the hedge from one property on Stocks Lane, just past the entrance to Hoopers Close, is overgrown some way beyond the verge markers. Cutting the hedge back will improve safety for pedestrians as the verge can then provide some refuge from the road when vehicles pass. The clerk to write to the householder requesting that the hedge be cut back.

39/18

Finance

a) Accounts paid


     NEST


Pension
 (03/04)



£51.39




                  NEST


Pension (27/04)



£51.39
b) Accounts passed for payment

R Wilks


Lengthsman – June


£216.00

J Barker


Clerk – July



£742.94
1st Leigh Scout Group
Donation



£600.00


Payments proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Husband and approved unanimously. 


c)  Bank balances 

Current account
(at 29.06.2018)





£27,519.15

Savings account
(at 29.06.2018)





£4,882.40

40/18   Reports of committees and working groups 

Memorial Hall – No report, though Mr Gloster noted that the grant application for roof insulation 
has been refused.
 
41/18
Councillors reports and items for future consideration


The ditch by Leigh Church recently flooded and needs to be cleared. The clerk to write to the landowner.


There has been a report of a 4x4 driving up Leigh Brook. The individual who reported the matter to the 
parish council has registration details for the vehicle and once she gives permission this information will be 
reported to the Environment Agency.


Overgrown hedge on Suckley Road – The clerk to write to the land owner.

Overgrown hedge on A4103 just past the turning to Stocks Lane. The clerk to write to the householder.
42/18
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 28 August (if required)

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 25 September 2018

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Meeting closed 9.50pm
Chairman.............................................

Date...............................................
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