

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 25 September 2018.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr S Seymour, Mr M Gloster, Mr G Jones, Mr D Fereday, Mr R Husband, Mr R Nash, Mr P King, Mr B Porter

In attendance: One member of the public, S Rouse (District Councillor), P Tuthill (County Councillor) 
(all part meeting), J Barker (clerk)
43/18
Apologies
There were apologies from Mrs A Jones and Mr P Hawkins
44/18
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None
Meeting closed for Open Forum

Mr Ralph asked if there is an official bus stop opposite Suffield Close as someone has cut the 
hedge back and painted the curb.  He noted he would be happy for a bus shelter to be put on his land.  
He also asked why the planning application for a biomass facility at Guiness Park Farm had been 
marked in red on the parish noticeboards. This is not usually done and drew particular attention to 
this application. Mr Porter advised that since notification would only be sent to the few properties 
close to the facility, this had been done to bring it to the attention of other residents. 
45/18
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council and annual meetings held on 24 July 2018 were proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mr Jones and approved unanimously.

46/18
Reports from representatives of other bodies:

a) Malvern Hills District Council 
· Councillor Rouse reported that work is underway on the new reception area to the Council offices. It is anticipated the TIC will move there in March 2019. 
· All Worcestershire district council hope to take part in a pilot scheme from 2020 that will enable them to retain 75% of business tax. All district councils have agreed that if Worcestershire is included in the pilot revenues for the first year, approximately £4.2m, would be held by WCC and ring-fenced for adult social care.

· Consultations will start shortly on the next phase of the SWDP. It will be necessary to consider the impact of this on the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

· S106 funds relating to the Cala Homes development are now available. Requests for these funds will need to be very specific. It was noted that it is not specifically allocated to schemes proposed by the parish council. 

Mr Porter reported that refuse collection days for many residents of Bransford and Leigh had been changed and some had not been notified. Councillor Rouse agreed to follow this up.

b) Worcestershire County Council – Councillor Tuthill
· Councillor Tuthill reported on county council matters and gave updates on the local health and fire services. The ongoing pressure on WCC budgets and the implications for local residents were also discussed.
· A change to the Lengthsman scheme preventing Lengthsmen from clearing gullies was discussed. Concern was raised that drains will be blocked for longer while waiting for highways operatives to deal with problems.



Highways problems noted:
· The footway between Rushwick and Bransford is currently obstructed by a number of obstacles that force pedestrians into the road. 
· Jacksons Bank – hedgerow encroaching onto the footway is forcing pedestrians into the road. 
Mr Seymour to provide Councillor Tuthill with details.
47/18
Progress reports on matters arising from previous minutes
a) Road safety, speeding and embankment work at Kiln Lane junction.  
Mr King reported on the recent meeting between the parish council highways working group and representatives of the county council, safer roads partnership and police. The group toured problem areas and noted how narrow footways and the proximity of fast moving vehicles were discouraging people from walking in the village. Engineering solutions suggested included moving white lines to keep vehicles away from footways and replacing speed signs with signs showing smiley/frowning faces near the school. The need to follow up with enforcement was emphasised, particularly since many vehicles, particularly lorries, are passing through and not local. It was also suggested attention be drawn to vehicles regularly speeding by highlighting them in the local press. The turning lane for the school car park and the road layout at the Stocks Lane junction were also discussed.
Work to reduce the height of the embankment at the Kiln Lane junction has not been started yet due to concern that there may be utilities within it and is being followed up by highways. Changes to the Jubilee Garden hedge were discussed as a means of improving visibility to the left side of the junction. 

Mr King agreed to follow up on his report and provide a list of actions to be taken for the next meeting.

It was reported that there is again mud and debris on the highway left by vehicles using the Pencroft site. The clerk to contact Go Greener and request action is taken to prevent this.
Hedging at The Old School House was also reported to be overgrown. Mr King agreed to speak with the resident.

b) Requests for hedge cutting:

      The overgrown hedge encroaching on the highway on Stocks Lane is the responsibility of an absentee    
      landlord for whom the parish council has no contact details. It was proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by 
      Mr Husband and agreed unanimously that a contactor be appointed to cut it, and if necessary the 

      Lengthsman be present to remove and dispose of cuttings. 
c) Adoption of NALC 2018 Model Standing Orders 
The revised standing orders were proposed by Mr King, seconded by Mr Seymour and approved unanimously.
48/18   Planning

            Mr Fereday – chairman of the planning committee – took the chair for this section of the meeting

a) Updates on ongoing planning matters 
No updates
b) Planning applications 
	L&B 

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Proposal
	Location
	Recommendation
	Note
Ref

	18/10
	18/00986/FUL
	Extension and change of 
use of building to create 

holiday-let 

accommodation and

erection of storage 
building
	Land at (OS 7727
5395)

Teme Lane

Leigh
	Approval 
Proposed by MG

Seconded by GJ

Unanimous
	   

	18/11
	18/01236/HP
	Rear ground floor
extension to form open

plan kitchen/dining/lounge
area and 1st floor 
extension to form en-suite
	Woodlands
Leigh

Worcs, WR6 5LD
	Approval
Proposed by SS

Seconded by RH

Unanimous
	

	18/12
	18/01093/HP
	Proposed new access and 

closing of existing access
	Yewtree Cottage
Brockamin

Leigh, WR6 5LA
	Approval
Proposed by MG

Seconded by RH

Unanimous
	

	18/13
	18/01080/ADV
	Installation of 2x fence 

signs and 4x stack signs
	CALA Homes
Midlands) Ltd
	Approval
Proposed by RH

Seconded by SS

Unanimous
	


c) Planning decisions received from MHDC 
18/01065/HP

2 Braces Cottage
Single storey side extension
Approved
d) Neighbourhood Development Plan update  
No update
49/18
To consider requests for parish council grants

a) Leigh & Bransford Parochial Church Council – The requested donation of £750 was proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Fereday and agreed unanimously
b) 1st Leigh Guides – The requested donation of £350 was proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed unanimously
50/18
To consider communications received

a) Reports of speeding and request for white line reinstatement, Leigh

A request for white line reinstatement has been made to WCC highways and the information relating to speeding forwarded to the speeding and road safety working group.
b) Request for measures to improve safety of pedestrians, particularly children, south side of A4103, Bransford, where there are numerous exits onto the main road.
The matter was discussed and it was agreed that there are numerous exits, though, grouping them together was not an option as the planning applications came in separately and relate largely to private land. 
c) Request for repairs to potholes and ruts to the edges of the Bransford to Leigh road – The chairman confirmed that the matter had been reported to highways some time ago, and noted the white lines to the side of the road are there to warn drivers of the side of the road.
d) Parking in Leigh Hurst – The chairman reported on a letter from a resident of Leigh Hurst regarding a notice that had been placed on a visitor’s vehicle parked on the road. He had confirmed to the resident that the notice had not been placed by the parish council. 
51/18

Finance

a) Accounts paid


     NEST


Pension
 (27/07)



£52.41






     J Barker


Clerk – August



£727.19
      

     R Wilks 


Lengthsman – July/August

£446.40


     Viking 


Office supplies



£139.20

b) Accounts passed for payment

J Barker


Clerk –
September


£738.47
Viking


Office supplies



£8.00
James Monk


Web Hosting



£60.00

PKF Littlejohn LLP

Audit & Annual Return


£240.00

SLCC 


Membership



£147.00

1st Leigh Guides

Donation



£350.00
Leigh & Bransford 

Donation



£750.00
Parochial Church Council



Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Husband and approved unanimously. 


c)  Bank balances 

Current account
(at 31.08.2018)





£25,489.46

Savings account
(at 31.08.2018)





£4,882.40

52/18   Reports of committees and working groups 
            Memorial Hall – Mr Nash reported that electrical work and redecoration will be taking place. There 
is no progress on the installation of Wi-Fi as fibre is not yet available to the hall. Smart controls are 
planned for the central heating and timers will be installed on the water heaters. New clubs have 
started, including Bridge and Tae Kwando.

Speeding and road safety working group – reported earlier in the meeting under item 47/18a
53/18
Councillors reports and items for future consideration


The clerk was asked to contact the new parish paths warden to see how he is settling in to the role.

Mr Gloster reported a broken stile off Chapel Lane and a damaged ditch crossing at the golf course. 

The chairman to follow up.


Conversion of telephone box to mini lending library – Mr Nash to follow up and cost the work.


Blocked ditch by Leigh Church. The chairman confirmed the Lengthsman will be digging it out.


The pavement outside the Old Somers Arms is in a dangerous state and needs to be resurfaced/repaired. 


The clerk to report on WCC Hub.

Poor/worsening mobile phone signals in some parts of the parish were reported. To be an item on the next 
meeting agenda.


A litter pick will take place in the parish in late October. The chairman and Mr Husband volunteered to 
assist.

54/18
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 23 October 2018 (if required)

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 27 November 2018

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Meeting closed 9.50pm

Chairman.............................................

Date...............................................
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