

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27 November 2018.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr S Seymour, Mr M Gloster, Mr G Jones, Mr D Fereday, Mr P King, Mr B Porter, 

In attendance: One member of the public, Mr P Whaley (Cllr, Suckley parish council), Ms S Rouse 
(District Councillor), Mr P Tuthill (County Councillor), 
Mr G Sutton (PPW) all part meeting) 


J Barker (clerk)
55/18
Apologies
There were apologies from Mrs A Jones, Mr R Husband, Mr R Nash, Mr P Hawkins and Mr A Warburton.
56/18
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 



None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 

None
Open Forum – Not required
57/18
Minutes
The minutes of the parish council held on 25 September 2018 were proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Porter and approved unanimously.

58/18
Reports from representatives of other bodies:

a) Malvern Hills District Council – 
Councillor Rouse gave updates on Malvern TIC, rubbish collections and the recent parish litter pick. She noted that a decision on the NE Malvern development at Newland had been deferred until January.
b) Worcestershire County Council 
· Councillor Tuthill requested parish council opinion on the application for a biomass boiler at Go Greener prior to consideration by WCC planning committee.
      

The chairman confirmed the following concerns: 

· Debris and fine slurry dropped by trucks making the road muddy and blocking nearby gullies. 

· The colour of the building should be changed to anthracite to better blend in with the surrounding countryside, as suggested by the AONB
· Site should only be illuminated during working hours

· Screening on the top of the bund would make the site less visible from the road


The parish council was also concerned that WCC planning department had not officially 
recognised the concerns of the parish council during the planning process.

 -   Cllr Tuthill provided an update on draining and flood prevention work in Bransford. The    WCC Highways drainage manager had written to the owners of The Gables and the Bank House in Bransford regarding work to the culvert in spring/summer 2019 and further work including gully jetting to reduce the risk of flooding in Chapel Lane.
-   He offered money from his highways fund towards the purchase of a new VAS – to be considered by the parish council for the next meeting.

-   There is a small fund available to undertake small highways improvements. Mr King and Mr Fereday will meet him on site over the next few days to discuss. Installation of 30mph roundels was suggested. Also hardstanding for people parking at Bransford Chapel.
-  The mound at Kiln Lane will be skimmed to reduce the height and improve visibility.

-  The damaged cherry tree at the end of Somers Close has been reported on the hub and needs    urgent attention.

-  The speed warning signs either side of Bransford Bridge rarely work and need attention – clerk to report on the hub.

59/18
Progress reports on matters arising from previous minutes
a) Overgrown hedge Stocks Lane.  The hedge has been cut back but needs further work. Mr King to liaise with the parish Lengthsman.
b) Mud and debris on A4103 – dealt with under item 58/18b
c) Uneven pavement outside The Old Somers Arms - WCC highways have inspected the area and reported no problem at the location and no action to be taken. The parish council to inspect again and follow up as necessary. 
60/18   Planning

            Mr Fereday – chairman of the planning committee – took the chair for this section of the meeting

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held 23 October 2018 
Having been circulated the minutes were proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Sharp and approved unanimously.
b) Planning applications 
	L&B 

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Proposal
	Location
	Recommendation
	Note
Ref

	18/17
	18/01601/HP
	First and ground floor 

Extension to semi 

Detached cottage
	1 Ednoll Cottages

Suckley Road

Leigh, Worcs WR6 5LG
	Approval
Proposed JS

Seconded MG

Unanimous
	   

	18/18
	18/01611/FUL
	 Rural Worker's Dwelling 

	Pacers Paradise, Teme Lane, Leigh, Worcester, WR6 5JY 

	Approval 
Proposed SS

Seconded JS

Unanimous
	


c) Planning decisions received from MHDC 
18/01080/ADV

CALA Homes 

Fence and stack signs

Approved

d) Neighbourhood Development Plan update  
Mr King reported that the National Planning Development Framework had been altered and he would go through the plan and amend as necessary. The next stage will be incorporating photos and diagrams. He will also try to key in to the current Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment.
61/18 
Response to the Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment and possible Leigh & Bransford allocation.

Maps showing the land areas put forward in the parish were circulated and discussed. The NDP group to consider a draft response and circulate for comment. The importance of involving residents of the parish in deciding how much development is required and where it should go was emphasised.

Item 67/18 PPW report brought forward.


New PPW Mr Garry Sutton introduced himself and noted he had already undertaken path clearance work and reported a number of issues on the WCC website. He expressed concern that some of the problems he had identified had been reported in excess of ten years ago but are still outstanding. Ongoing issues including vehicles damaging green roads and brooks and farmers ploughing right up to field boundaries were discussed. He agreed to meet with the chairman to review ongoing issues in the parish.
62/18
Mobile phone reception in the parish

Following an item in the Sphere there has been feedback from a number of residents reporting poor/no reception in a number of areas, including some that have deteriorated over recent months.

The chairman reported a letter from Leigh & Bransford PCC who would be prepared to consider a phone mast in the carpark of Bransford Chapel – a high point in the parish that should offer good network coverage. The chairman to pursue with infrastructure providers.
63/18
Request for parish council grant: Leigh & Bransford Parochial Church Council


Leigh & Bransford PCC had requested a grant of £154 .69 to purchase two heaters for Leigh Church to enable use of the church for family events during the winter months,  Proposed by Mr Fereday, seconded by Mr Gloster and agreed unanimously.
64/18
Proposed public path diversion order – Public Footpath LI-704, Leigh Sinton


The proposed diversion of the footpath at the site of the revised Elmhurst Farm planning application was considered and discussed. Approval proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Jones, approved unanimously. The clerk to respond to Countryside Access Management Ltd.
65/18
Participation in the Great Spring Clean Up 2019

The Great British Spring Clean Up will take place in Malvern Hills District between 22 March and 23 April 2019. It was agreed the parish should participate and partner up with MHDC and register to borrow MHDC equipment. The clerk to respond copying in Cllr Rouse.
66/18

Finance


A draft budget had been circulated, together with a proposed precept increase of 1% based on current home occupancy figures. The matter was discussed and it was agreed that since the precept request would need to reflect the increase in the number of occupied homes in the parish expected by the start of the new financial year, and since figures for the parish grant and tax base are yet to be provided by MHDC, a final decision on both the budget and precept request for 2019/20 should be deferred until the January meeting by which time more information will be available.
a) Parish Council Budget for 2019/20 – Deferred until January meeting
b) Parish Council Precept request 2019/20 – Deferred until January meeting
c) Accounts paid

J Barker

HMRC Q2 (reimbursed)


£36.24

J Barker

Clerk – October




£738.47

NEST

Pension (4/10)




£52.41



     Accounts passed for payment


Thomas Suttill

Mowing and hedge maintenance


£1716.00


R Wilks


Lengthsman – October



£216.00


R Wilks


Lengthsman – September


£273.60


J Barker


Clerk – November



£742.96

J Barker


Printer – reimbursed



£49.00


Leigh & Bransford PCC
Donation (minute 63/18)


£154.69


Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Porter and approved unanimously. 


d)  Bank balances 

Current account
(at 31.10.2018)





£30,492.67

Savings account
(at 31.10.2018)





£4,884.83
67/18   Reports of committees and working groups 
             Memorial Hall – In the absence of Mr Nash Mr Seymour reported that the Memorial Hall 
committee are considering installing CCTV (following the recent vandalism) and were seeking to 
raise money to insulate the building. The hall will be out of action for a few days in December whilst 
painting work is carried out. Bookings are doing very well with 40 weddings booked in for the next 
year. Hall hire rates will increase from 1 March 2019. It was also reported that sadly the hall 
committee chairman Jon Gamble will step down at the next AGM.
             Speeding and road safety working group – Mr King noted that WCC had agreed to reduce the 
height of the bank to the right of the Kiln Lane turning but that all other items on the list provided to 
highways are still to be addressed. Mr King confirmed that group representatives would meet with 
Cllr Tuthill as discussed under item 58/18b and report back to the parish council by email before the 
next meeting. 

The chairman requested that the group also look at the issue of dangerous speeding at Smith End 
Green following a report of an accident from a local resident.
             Parish Paths Warden – reported earlier in the meeting
68/18
Councillors reports and items for future consideration


Mr King confirmed he will draft a formal response to the SWDP consultation and circulate to members 
for approval.

69/18
Date and time of next meeting 



Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 18 December 2018 (if required)

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 22 January 2019

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Meeting closed 9.55pm

Chairman.............................................

Date...............................................
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