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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 7th January 2019 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Anthony Ward

Jill Moran





Ian Graham

Marcus Taylor
Jayne Morgan-Wright






Victoria Jervis


In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Keith Wright, District Councillor


18/173
Apologies 

Received from Cllr Young &  Alastair Adam, County Councillor.
18/174
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
18/175
Open Forum

Appended to the minutes.
 
18/176
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd December 2018 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
18/177
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).

None

18/178
Clerk’s Report:
Recreation Ground

· A recent news item has highlighted the need for regular tree surveys on council owned sites. It would be prudent to have checks made on the trees in the recreation ground; the last inspection took place in 2011 and supplied OPC with a 3 year action plan which was adhered to.  Since that time one of the horse chestnut trees was also removed due to signs of disease and replaced by a sweet chestnut tree.  The clerk has contacted a local company to supply a quotation.
Defibrillator

· Replacement pads have now been received, Cllr Graham has replaced the pads.

David Wilson Homes, Laurels/Leasowes Road

· WDC have advised that the developer has complied with the planning application so no further action will be taken with regard to the height of fencing.  It was advised that any issues with regard to unauthorised access to Leasowes Road would have to be dealt with by the landowners themselves.
Church Street

· A second incident has occurred with a HGV getting stuck in Church Street, this has been brought to the attention of our County Councillor and also reported directly to WCC highways.

Noticeboard in Main Street

· Cllr Moran had advised that the noticeboard opposite the shop has deteriorated with the back panel peeling away.  During previous discussions it was suggested that a lockable noticeboard should replace this one to be used solely by the PC.
Newtown

· A request from a resident for a bus shelter in Newtown will not be financed by WCC but OPC can request a location check from WCC to establish where we could have one erected.  

Wychavon Sport - Parish Games 

· The AGM is being held on Wednesday 23rd January at 7.30pm at the Civic Centre in Pershore. 
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Street Light, Evesham Road

· This street light has been reported because it is not working, due to the 40mph speed limit on this road there may be a need for traffic lights which has created a delay in repair.
New Homes Bonus Money

· A letter has been received from Wychavon DC asking for OPC’s plans for the use of NHB money.  
18/179
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting
18/180
To consider costs for grass cutting and ground care contract for 2019/20.

Maurice Parkinson advised that there would be no increases to his charges for the next financial year.  It was agreed to accept his terms.  Proposed RE Seconded AW.

18/181
To consider new Data Privacy Policy.
The proposed Data Privacy Policy had been emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting. It was agreed to 
accept the proposed policy as read.  Proposed IG Seconded AW.

18/182
To consider formal acceptance for Iain Selkirk to act as Internal Auditor.

Iain Selkirk has emailed to advise that he is available again this year but has not yet officially supplied his terms.  It was agreed that provided expenditure did not exceed £150 the clerk could confirm acceptance of new terms. Should terms exceed this amount then the decision should be returned to council.  Proposed RE Seconded LK.

18/183
To consider request from Offenham Youth Club for a donation

It agreed that a donation of £500 should be made available to the Youth Club as they have now advised on how the monies would be spent.  Proposed LK  Seconded JM.

18/184
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 - Cllr Moran advised that she has agreed to continue as the Footpath Warden for Offenham.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None


Neighbourhood Watch
 -  Cllr Ward advised that the PCC will be reintroducing Neighbourhood Watch.

VHC – Meeting on 8th January, Cllr Knight and the clerk will attend.
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT –Next meeting is scheduled for February..
18/185
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£       30731.56

as at  20.12.2018

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   43637.02

as at  20.12.2018

FTD 3 months
£       10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	99
	001536
	E-ON
	128.01
	6.40
	134.41

	100
	001537
	Broadmark Services
	515.00
	103.00
	618.00

	101
	001538
	Offenham Cricket Club
	750.00
	
	750.00

	102
	001539
	Bretforton Parish Council
	100.50
	
	100.50

	103
	001540
	Worcestershire CALC
	20.00
	
	20.00

	104
	001541
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	112.00
	
	112.00

	105
	001542
	Wychavon District Council
	74.25
	14.85
	

	106
	
	Wychavon District Council
	74.25
	14.85
	178.20

	107
	001543
	Offenham Village Hall
	20.00
	
	20.00

	108
	001544
	Diane Cox – Admin
	39.96
	
	

	109
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	109
	
	
- Salary 
	515.80
	
	577.36

	
	
	Total
	2371.37
	139.10
	2510.47
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18/186
To consider proposed budget for 2019/ 2020

The proposed budget was agreed by all councillors present.  Proposed LK Seconded VJ.

18/187
To consider precept requirement for 2019/2020

It was agreed to accept option 4 of the proposals submitted by the clerk subject to the decision at WDC Executive Board.  OPC agreed that residents should not be burdened by further increases in their payments based on figures supplied by WDC in relation to Band D properties.  These figures are yet to be agreed by WDC Executive Board and any decisions by OPC will only be implemented when Council Tax base figures are approved.  If for any reason WDC do not approve these figures OPC will meet again to review the decision.  Proposed RE Seconded AW.
 18/188  Applications:
18/02577/GPDQ Midway Nurseries, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Notification for prior approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural building to 2no. dwelling houses ClassC3) and for associated operational development.

OPC has consulted with the District Councillor to advise that the location plan and other information relate to another property, the information supplied appears to be incorrect and misleading.
Decisions:
18/02388/HP  The Cottage, Main Street, Offenham

Erect solar panels in garden – Approved

18/02105/FUL  Recreation Ground rear of the Village Hall, Main Street, Offenham


Erection of safety netting fence. - Approved

18/189
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· To consider providing a donation towards the Youth Bus service.

18/172
To consider date & time of next meeting – Parish Council meeting - 7.30pm, Monday 4th February 2019, 

Meeting closed at 9pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum

A resident raised concerns about the spate of rural crime in the area and the need for ANPR cameras and CCTV.  The clerk advised that she had invited the local policing officer to attend this meeting but he was not available.
Various discussions followed.

Cllr Moran reported that “hovels” previously used by market gardeners in the past were to be listed by Worcestershire Heritage through Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust.  There were 3 known to be remaining in Offenham.
Report from Keith Wright, District Councillor
· Community Grants available, closing date 29th March.

· Business rates retention – 75% with the largest share going to WCC.

· Planning updates

· Forthcoming elections.
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