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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday  16th January at 7.30 pm 
in the Village Hall, Peopleton

Public Question Time

The time allocated is at the discretion of the council/chairman. Residents are invited to give their views and question the parish council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the chairman. Members of the public may not take part in the parish council meeting itself. This period is not part of the formal meeting; brief notes will be appended to the minutes as an aide memoire. JP closed meeting from 7.35 till 8.00 to listen to residents concerns. See attached.

1. 
Members and Officers present: Cllrs Phillips (Chair), Bailey, Hennerley, Mason, Wall
In attendance: CC Adams, DC Robinson and 5 members of the public.

2. Apologies: Cllrs Baxter & Smith

3. Declarations of Interest:

a) Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.

d) Written requests for the council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) are to be with the clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting.

Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the code of conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

4. Minutes: Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2018 were approved as true and accurate. Proposed by DW, Seconded LB and signed by the chair.

Actions from minutes:

· Item 6: JP will finalise the petition to Highways about the speed limit at the A44 junction;

· Item 8: the website has been updated;

·  Item 8: the VAS risk assessment has not yet been done.JP to action 
5. District Councillor’s Report:

· WDC Recognition Awards: the deadline is 1 February, there are several categories. Linda left leaflets for the PC to use;

· Community Grants Scheme: £50,000 is available for voluntary and charity groups to encourage community engagement, applications by 1 March;

· LR will remind the relevant department that the ditch on Mr Powell’s land needs to be cleared;

· There are elections to Wychavon DC and the Parish Council in May. There is a seminar on being a councillor on 28 February. Notice of Elections will be issued on 22 March, the elections will be on 2 May.

County Councillor’s Report:

· Village of Culture is ongoing with a £5000 prize; RA is disappointed that we have not entered;

· £7 million is being spent on infrastructure in the Whittington/Norton area, including on new bridges including a second bridge next to the current Carrington bridge.. The new railway station is on schedule to open in late Spring;

· RA thanked those who support him by informing him about local issues including “Wassal’s Corner” where there have been at least two accidents in recent months. He will get the road surface checked but the signage is considered adequate. It was suggested that the corner may need to have chevron signs.

· RA will check the situation regarding flooding opposite the Village Hall;

· RA is aware that bollards at the A44 junction have not yet been replaced although replacements are on order. The speed at which drivers approach this junction was discussed and the PC is producing a petition for the speed limit to be reduced. It was also suggested that better road markings might help encourage more sensible speeds.

6. Planning
· W18/000032 Skip Hire Worcester at Stone Arrow Farm: this has been approved with 32 conditions. Both the DC and CC will monitor the site to ensure that the conditions are met but the PC needs to be vigilant (check monthly) and ask local residents to do the same. The Enforcement Officer is Steve Aldridge.

· It was also noted that material is being tipped in the middle of the plantation on land adjacent to this site; LA will get this checked as it contravenes a condition on the grant for the plantation. The hedge which was cut down last year also needs checking to see if it is growing back.

· There is a planning application for two silver birches to be removed from outside the Old Off Licence because of damage to property;

· The Council noted the planning application for Pinvin crossroads. Cllr Smith has commented that it will allow two-way lights, rather than four-way, which should increase traffic flow.

7. Progress reports
7.1
Chairman’s Report

· Parish Council Elections: An extra sheet will be inserted in the Bowline in March to ask for candidates and TM will put something on the Village website. CLAC are holding a seminar about Council elections for parish councillors. JP distributed a CALC guidance sheet on the topic. 
· Peopleton PC have claimed all the money to which we are entitled from the New Homes Bonus.

7.2
Village Trust (LB)

· Bookings going well - the Hall is used every day;

· The new playground is ready to be marked out in the Spring; councillors are invited to look at the new construction which has a good surface and fencing. It will be marked out for 5 sports and a note will inform users that it was built with a legacy from Freda Barnes;

· The application for £70 - 80,000 for the children’s play area is ready to be submitted. A copy was circulated for information. The Chair congratulated the Trust on a first-class application.
7.3
Village Shop (TM)

· The shop had a successful Christmas; we supplied about 45 turkeys to local residents and had a party on Wednesday 12 December which was well attended;
· In November, broadband and WiFi were installed. This is an advantage to our everyday business as card payments can now be dealt with much more quickly. We have a good deal in that we are now paying less for the phone line than we were before without Broadband and we do not have to pay every time we do a card transaction. The WiFi is also a service for customers (and volunteers!);
· Various improvements to the shop are planned or being discussed including some possible changes to the layout. However, the same problem as ever confronts us: how do we get more people in through the door and persuade them, and existing customers, to spend more. Increasing our turnover is proving to be difficult - but we are not alone! However, our monthly "specials" have proved to be a success.
7.4 
PACT

No report

7.5
Lengthsman (LB)

Everything running smoothly. Batteries had been changed in the two VAS.

7.6
Footpaths (LB)

A notice had been posted outside the church about use of the private drive. It was noted that the PC had applied some time ago for a change of designation but that this has not yet been activated.

7.7
Highways and byways (LB)

As noted earlier, we need chevrons on the corner of the road going out of the village to the south (Wassal’s Corner).

7.8
Parish Council website (PH)

This is up to date with minutes and agendas. A note will be added about the forthcoming elections. TM will also put this on the Village website.

7.9
GDPR

Nothing to report.

8. Vacancy for Clerk
The vacancy has been advertised in the village and through CALC but there have been no applications to date. RA suggested that Dave Hunter might be able to help out temporarily. In the meantime, the chair and vice chair will sort out agendas and correspondence. Clerk position to be re- advertised. 
9. Community Legacy Grant

As previously noted, the PCC will submit application by 18 January.
10. Wassal’s Corner


Discussed under previous heading.

11. Defibrillator

Jeff Whittingham is taking this over from Stewart Alcorn; a training session has been organised for April and the usual letters appealing for contributions has been circulated.
12. Bi-monthly meetings
After discussion, it was decided to continue to meet bi-monthly with extra meetings as necessary.

13. Finance: 
Cheques are outstanding from November for £156 and for December for £72 for the Lengthman and Clerk’s work to the end of December.

JP will meet with previous clerk week beginning 21st January for handover.  

14. The AGM will be held on Wednesday 15 May 2019.

15. The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 15 March at 7.30 pm.
There will be an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on Wednesday 13 February to approve the budget for 2019-20.JP to check date for submission in case it is earlier. 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.

Meetings for 2019:

13/3/19

15/5/19

10/7/19

11/9/19

13/11/19

………………………………………………(chair)

…………………………………………………(date)

NOT TO GO ON THE NOTICE BOARD OR THE WEBSITE

PUBLIC SESSION

1. A resident complained about the amount of dog mess around the village. It was suggested that there should be more signs and more prominent signs, especially along Main Street. It was agreed that a small minority of dog owners do not clear up after their dogs. While it is important to try to educate these people via notices and the Bowline, it was also suggested that they may need to be shamed into doing the right thing.

2. A question was asked about further flood prevention work to the south-east of the village to match the work done to the north of the village. The PC was asked to look into the possibility of getting a grant for a feasibility study. In the meantime, it is important to keep ditches clear, especially the ditch on Mr Powell’s land.
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