STOULTON PARISH COUNCIL


The minutes of Stoulton Parish Council meeting held at Stoulton Village Hall on Tuesday 15th January 2019 at 7.00 pm. 

PRESENT: 
Mrs. V. Lewis, Mr P Haywood, Mr G Tunnell, Mr R Marchant (Chairman), Mr A Walker and Mr M Woodcock.   

IN ATTENDANCE: 
J Shields (clerk), District Cllr Paul Middleborough and one parishioner. 
1. Apologies:  To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
Apologies where received and accepted from Cllr‘s Mr M Robinson and County Cllr Rob Adams. 

2. Declaration Of Interests.

Councillors were reminded to update their registers of interest held by Wychavon and to declare any personal or prejudicial interest in items on the agenda and their nature.
3. To Consider The Adoption Of The Minutes Of The Meeting Held On Tuesday 13th November 2018.

The minutes having been previously circulated were agreed and signed. 
4. Correspondence.
a) New Homes Bonus.
The council has £887.00 which it can claim.
Action. Clerk will start the advertising process.
b) Road Traffic.
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended) Worcestershire County Council (Various Roads, Stoulton) (Restricted Roads) (No.2) Order 1999 (Revocation) and (Various Roads, Stoulton) (30 mph Speed Limit) Order 2019.  (Details can be found on the WCC website.)
c) Community Award.

The chairman suggested it should be an agenda item for November 2019.

5. To Discuss The Use Of Council Noticeboards.
Action Cllr Marchant and Tunnel will provide quotes for two notice boards to be positioned inside the bus shelters in Stoulton and Hawbridge.  

Action. Clerk to check on ownership of the bus shelters.

6. To Discuss the Proposed Wychavon Lease of Claverton Play Area.

The council would like several clauses removed from the Lease, items no 3 and 4.5, and to have clarification on items 4.7.10 and 7.2.10.
Action Clerk to inform Wychavon.

7. To Discuss a Village Plan.
As Parkway Station is underway, there is an ever increasing possibility of housing development surrounding it, the council would be wise to carry out a Neighbourhood/Village Plan to ensure it has a valid say in the process.  However the cost may be prohibitive.
The first step will be for a meeting, to be arranged by Cllr Middleborough, with Planning Officers at Wychavon and to investigate possible costs.
Action.  Clerk to forward to all Cllrs a map showing the parish boundary.
8. Progress Reports For Information.

a) Clerk.
Report had been circulated.

The clerk had checked with the Lengthsman that he has the necessary LANTRA qualification, which enables him to work on the Highway.  Mr Arrowsmith qualification is valid until 2022.
b) Updating the Constitution, the Council as Custodian Trustees of the Village Hall. 
The Village Hall Committee is not prepared to part fund an update on the constitution which would reduce the number of councillors from 3 to 2 and to exclude a representatives from user groups being on the committee.

The cost to the parish council for these changes is not a good use of the parish’s budget.
c) Representatives.
Cllr Lewis has organised a visit to Envirosort on the 26th February at 7.00pm, this has been advertised in the villager.
d) Community Speed Watch.
No report.

Action Clerk to check VAS figure and to ask the Lengthsman about the life of the VAS batteries.
e) County Councillor. 
The footway from Drakes Broughton to Stoulton is to be sided out in 2019/2020, Cllr Adams is trying to get the footway to Windmill Hill and from Stoulton to Norton included.

Highways are proposing to change the speed limit at Windmill Hill to 40mph.
f) District Councillor.
The council was asked about Bin Collections over Christmas and the New Year, on the whole the parish was happy with the actual collections but the communication of the collections was not very good.  The refuse bin Lorries now have cameras to enable the checking of emptying.
g) Update on Footway/Cycle path to Parkway Station Funding.

The council has been informed that due to health and safety, a group of volunteers cannot be organised to clear the footway.

No information on funding has been obtained.

9. Finance.

a) Receive Accounts To Date.
A report had been circulated.

Action. Clerk to chase payment of the invoice to the Village Hall.
b) To Approve Payments.
The council approved the following payments:-
New Farms Maintenance
Grass cutting November

£185.10

J Shields


Clerks Expenses


£43.05

B Arrowsmith


Lengthsman Nov- Dec


£384.00

c) As it transpires that Cllr Robinson is not a bank signatory, Cllr Lewis signed the mandate to add Cllr Merchant as a signatory which was countersigned by Cllr Woodcock.

Action Clerk to post.

d) N Power – Unmetered supply to Street lights.

The cost of the unmetered supply has increased, clerk is in talks with N Power regarding this.

Action.  Clerk to contact CALC to see if other councils have experienced recent increases.

10. To Approve the Precept for 2019/2020.
The clerk had prepared a draft budget which included the cost of an Election.
The council agreed to set the Precept at £7,945.00,  this will mean an increase on an average Tax band D household of 6.30%, this will enable the council to fund a Ballot if necessary in May 2019 and to enable the start of a neighbourhood plan fund.  
11. Planning.
a) To consider applications since last meeting.
i. 18/02606/HP Merrimans Cottage Froggery Lane Stoulton.  Single storey extension to rear.  The parish council has no reason to object.  
ii. 18/02368/HP  The Old Forge, Froggery Lane, Stoulton, WR7 4RQ Construction of an annex within the garden of The Old Forge, Stoulton and associated works.  The council has no planning reason to object.
iii. 18/02607/OUT  Merrimans Cottage, Froggery Lane, Stoulton, Worcester, WR7 4RQ Erection of three bedroom, detatched dwelling .

The council would like to object for the following reasons:-
· Terrace effect.

From the drawing it looks as if the pair of existing houses would look more like a terrace as there would be limited space between the existing dwelling on one side and the boundary wall on the other side.

· Over development.

 The new house would be over development of this site, which is not in character with the village.
b) To ratify comments made between meetings.
18/02360/FUL St Edmunds Church, Church Lane, Stoulton.
c) To report decisions since last meeting.
Refused by Wychavon

18/02153/OUT  Hawbridge House, Hawbridge, Stoulton, WR7 4RJ.
Approved by WCC

Application Ref:    18/000032/CM   Grid Ref:    (E) 393632, (N) 249596   Skip Hire Worcester Ltd
12. Items For Future Agenda and Councillor Reports.
The chairman suggested that the Footpath Warden for Stoulton Parish came and explained their role to the parish council.
The clerk informed the council that they will cease to be councillor’s form the 2nd May 2019, they will need to apply when Wychavon starts the Election process.
13. Date Of Next Meeting.        
Tuesday 12th March 2019

Cllrs Walker and Woodcock gave their apologies.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Signed







Date                                                                            
190102

