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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1st April 2019 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Anthony Ward

Marcus Taylor







Victoria Jervis

Frederick Young
Jill Moran






Jayne Morgan-Wright
Ian Graham

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Keith Wright, District Councillor 
19001
Apologies 

Apologies received from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
19/002
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
19/003
Open Forum

Appended to the minutes.
 
19/004
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 4th March 2019 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
19/005
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To consider renewal of insurance with BHIB at a cost of £1181.59


The clerk advised that due to the date of the next meeting being after the election and the bank holiday 
she had requested a renewal figure from the council’s insurers BHIB. The renewal figure quoted was 
just under £3 cheaper than the previous year.  



It was agreed to accept the quotation of £1181.59.  Proposed JM Seconded VJ

· To supply a response to Colin Tether’s letter regarding Cross Parish Cycle & Pathways (CPCP) Group


Various discussions took place; Cllr Graham agreed to attend the event in Broom on behalf of OPC.
19/006
Clerk’s Report:
Elections

· Nominations papers need to be in by 3rd April at 4pm.  

Street lights

· The street light in Evesham Road appears to have been repaired but 2 conflicting reports have been received – one stating that repairs have been made and the other stated that there was a problem with the lamp which may need to be replaced.  No billing has yet been received for the repair.  A local resident has been contacted and he has agreed to advise the clerk should the lamp stop working.
Recreation Ground & Play Area

· The RoSPA safety check report has not yet been received
· The safety fence has been installed however there has been a report that the netting is not fully secured.  There is also a pile of earth remaining which was removed when the holes were dug out for the posts.  Durant Cricket will be contacted after an inspection of the site has been made.
· It was suggested at the Annual Parish meeting that the new path installed at the school may be a suitable surface for that proposed for the recreation ground.  The Head Teacher is happy for the Parish Council to inspect the path.
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Insurance


· The clerk requested renewal papers from BHIB insurance due to the next meeting being on the 13th May.  These have now been received and show a slight reduction in cost.

Bus Shelter

· All parties have been advised that the PC is not currently pursuing this project.

19/007
To receive correspondence


Circulated during meeting
19/008
To consider a request from Offenham First School to fund a pupil trip to the Houses of Parliament.

This request was made during a presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting. Various discussions took place re the costing for a trip, it was agreed to defer the decision to the next meeting to establish the cost for the coach last year.

19/009
To consider approval for the 2019/20 Annual Agreement to participate in the WCC Lengthsman Scheme.

The clerk advised that the amount proposed by WCC was at the same rate as last year.  It was agreed that the PC should enter into the agreement again this year. Proposed RE, Seconded LK
19/010
To consider moving the planter currently situated in Norval Crescent to a new location by the village hall.

A member of the Village Hall Committee had offered to tend the tub currently located in Norval Crescent if it was moved to a new position outside the village hall.  The VHC advised that they could arrange for the tub to be moved. The tub has not been tended for some time.


It was agreed that the tub should be moved and further agreement made that if the VHC member would be prepared to maintain the tub at the bottom of the VH car park a donation of £50 towards the cost of flowers could be made.  Proposed LK Seconded  RE
19/011
To consider any immediate actions required from Tree Survey.

The tree report has highlighted some works to be addressed by a tree surgeon but the only immediate action required is the removal of a dead rowan tree.  Discussions took place and it was agreed to contact Ancient Oaks for a quotation for works and advice on timing. Proposed LK Seconded AW.
19/012
To consider an application from the Maypole Club for a donation towards costs.

It was agreed to donate £200 towards the cost of coach travel for the Maypole club.  Proposed RE Seconded JM

19/013
To receive Chairman’s report after attendance at events held by CALC and Wychavon DC.

The Chairman advised that she had attended 2 events within the last month.  She stated that it was important to attend the CALC events which were held quarterly and covered various topics all relevant to parish councils.  This event focused on social care and the ambitions of WCC to engage the local community in providing support for those in need.  Various discussions took place with the conclusion that WCC were looking to volunteers to assist in the provision of social care.

The Chairman also reported on the Wychavon DC Enforcement event.  She advised that they had taken a new approach with 7.5 staff covering the areas of Wychavon, Malvern and Worcester city. It was advised that the new system was working well with response times down to 2 working days for initial contacts. Full report appended to the minutes.

19/014
To consider approval for funding Offenham to take part in Wychavon Sport 2019 competitions.

It was agreed to support teams from Offenham taking part in the Wychavon Games again this year.  Proposed LK Seconded RE.
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19/015
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  Cllr Moran advised that there was a problem with the PROW from Evesham Road to Gibbs Lane, problems with an exposed well and safety concerns have been raised with Fiona Argyle.  The landowner had diverted the footpath and covered the well with a pallet but this was found to be unacceptable to Fiona and further discussions were planned and a site visit.

Two rotten finger posts had been discovered and reported.


Report updates on Rural Communities –  None


Neighbourhood Watch
 -  None


VHC – Cllr Jervis attended the AGM on behalf of the PC.  She advised that 2 new members were welcomed to the committee.  Income from events was down but new events were planned.  CCTV was discussed.
Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT –Next meeting 29th April.
19/016
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£       22137.09

as at  31.03.2019

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   43642.45

as at  31.03.2019

FTD 3 months
£       10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	1
	001561
	L Knight
	17.10
	
	17.10

	2
	001562
	Offenham Village Stores & Post Office
	50.00
	
	50.00

	3
	001563
	B J Unwin Forestry Consultancy
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	4
	001564
	L A Hope
	158.23
	
	158.23

	5
	001565
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	263.00
	
	377.00

	6
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	114.00
	
	

	7
	001566
	Millvale Building Services Ltd
	5250.00
	1050.00
	6300.00

	8
	001567
	Offenham Village Hall
	20.00
	
	20.00

	9
	001568
	Diane Cox – Admin
	33.00
	
	

	10
	
	
- Mileage

	35.10
	
	

	10
	
	
- Salary 
	515.80
	
	583.90

	
	
	Sub-Total
	6856.23
	1130.00
	7986.23

	11
	001569
	Wychavon District Council
	74.25
	14.85
	89.10

	
	
	
	6930.48
	1144.85
	8075.33


19/017
To received quarterly accounts & budget review (subject to receipt of bank statements)

The clerk advised that bank statements had not yet been received but information had been gained by telephone from the bank.  Provisional end of year accounts and budget updates were provided at the meeting and approved by councillors.  The clerk advised that once bank statements had been received and the accounts finalised they would be emailed to all councillors.  Cllr Ward agreed to inspect hard copy completed accounts when they became available.

19/018
To be advised of planning matters including: 


Applications:
Glendun, Main Street, Offenham

Application for Lawful Development Certificate for proposed single storey side extension.

The clerk advised that a response from OPC was not required as no consultation had been received from WDC.

Decisions:

V S Palade, Laurels Road, Offenham

Change of use of land from horticulture to siting of seasonal workers static caravans - Approved 
Newtown Nurseries, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Notification of prior approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural building to 2 dwelling houses

(ClassC3) and for associated operational development. – Approved
4.

19/019
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· To consider seating and tree planting in Three Cocks Lane. (raised at Annual Parish Meeting)
19/020
To consider date & time of next meeting 

The next meeting will be the AGM and will take place at 7.30pm, Monday 13th May 2019, 

Meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
District Councillor, Keith Wright reported that the winner of the WDC competition W Factor was a resident of Offenham .  Cllr Ward advised that it was hoped that she would take part in Wake celebrations.
Keith stated that the Job Centre will be staying in Abbey Road, Evesham until further notice.

All advertising ended on 23rd March due to the elections – PURDAH

He went on to add that this would be his last meeting as he is not standing for the District Council this year, he gave his best wishes to all at the Parish Council and the village.

Cllr Moran asked if she might approach a landowner about the possibility of land for allotments or orchard.  The Chairman could see no reason why an initial approach should not be made.
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