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Parish Council Meeting - Minutes Tuesday 8th March 2016,  7.30pm Upton Snodsbury Village Hall

Parish Councillors Present : Paul Seymour (PS) (Chairman), Roger Peart (RP) (Vice Chairman), Jim Round (JR) ,  Debbie Waters (DW), Sandra Jennings (SJ)
	
Clerk/RFO: Nicola Harding			In attendance: Four parishioners

16/11  Apologies – Cllr Robinson, Cllr Adams, Cllr Milner
	
16/12  Declarations of interest
The Chairman confirmed all declarations were up to date.

16/13 Parishioner’s comments
There were none to report.

16/14 Minutes: Approval of minutes of meeting 12th January 2016 -  Proposed JR, seconded PS, all in favour, that the minutes were an accurate record.

16/15 Reports:
Cllr Robinson and Cllr Adams were not in attendance, therefore there were no reports.

16/16  Progress reports from Parish Activities: brief updates:

a) Clerk: The Clerk confirmed that all new contact details had now been amended following the handover on 3rd February 2016. There had been two interested applicants in the remaining Council vacancy and details had been forwarded to the Chairman for consideration at the next meeting. Action: Council to consider applications for co-option at the May meeting of the Parish Council.

b)PS - Grass cutting  
No other tenders had been received and Smart Cut had confirmed that last year’s price would be retained for the 2016 season.  The Chairman agreed to arrange a meeting with the contractors to discuss the village requirements ahead of the first cut, to ensure all areas were properly attended to.

c) TE – Lengthsman 
The Clerk had received the latest lengthsman work plan for February and forwarded to the Chairman in the absence of TE. It was agreed that this would be checked and payment deferred until TE’s return. It was also agreed that the schedule of work required discussion with the lengthsman ahead of the new financial year. Action: Chairman to liaise with TE. February work plan to be signed and payment made. Lengthsman to be updated before the new financial year prior to new contract prepared by the Clerk.

d) JR – Highways/School
A422: Cllr Round had reported the condition of the pavement along the A422 where grass had encroached and  narrowed the foot way. As
there is no homeowner responsible for this section, nor can this be attended to by the lengthsman as it is an A road, the report had been
forwarded to Cllr Adams for actioning and was awaiting a response.

Water levels at Cutts Pool:  The area was currently dry, however it was agreed to monitor the situation when water levels have decreased in
the Summer. Cllr Adams had agreed to liaise with Highways on the Council’s behalf – response awaiting.

Post meeting: County Council Highways had confirmed that the flooding at Cutts Pool was a land drainage issue and as such was the District
Council’s responsibility. The District Council Land Drainage Officer has now inspected the culvert, however as there is no ordinary
watercourse immediately behind the properties in Cutts Pool, no further action can be taken and the Council are advised to establish
ownership and location of the private drainage system. It has been confirmed that any water travelling on to Pershore Road is within the
County Council’s remit. 

A parishioner had notified the Council of a pot hole in Cowsden. Cllr Peart requested the Council’s clarification regarding the submission of
online reports to Highways. It was agreed that it would be appropriate that online reports are submitted by parishioners initially, with a
member  of the Council then informed, so that issues can  be monitored and followed up thereafter. 

Following their recent Ofsted inspection, Upton Snodsbury First School had received an outstanding judgment. All members
acknowledged the excellent news and efforts by all staff. 




e) Footpaths – RP 
The Parish footpath warden was in attendance to share a report with the Council. Paths have been walked and necessary works identified for
action in the coming months. There had been a positive response to requests for volunteers in carrying out essential tasks.  It was confirmed 
that path ways are generally in good condition and are useable, however some require clearance and there are finger posts to restore as well 
as way markers to update. The warden will attend a ‘warden essentials’ course and commence work once in receipt of tools and equipment 
from the County Council. Action: Any concerns to be forwarded to Cllr Peart or Footpaths Warden. Progress to be reported to the Council
in due course.

Cllr Peart drew attention to a publication of walks around Upton Snodsbury. It was suggested that a stock of 100 copies would be useful for parishioners to purchase. It was agreed to explore exact costings and any potential funding contributions ahead of the next meeting. Action: Cllr Peart to liaise with TE.

The Queen’s Coppice commemoration sign in Cowsden has disappeared. The Council agreed that it would be appropriate to replace this with a new post and plaque. The County Council could provide the post with consideration from the Parish Council to fund the plaque. Action: Council to explore further for consideration at the May meeting. 


f) Rural Communities Programme
A meeting had taken place in response to the recommendations of the recent Rural Communities Programme door knock. It was agreed to provide more information on the village website and notice board to inform parishioners of events and classes available in tackling rural isolation. 
Cllr Waters confirmed a District Council Village Heath Check Survey was underway and the Council would be updated accordingly. 

In response to further recommendations from the District Council in addressing opportunities for improving computer skills, it was confirmed that grant funding is available via ‘Go on for Worcestershire’ and Rooftop Housing Group for the installation of wi-fi in the village hall and the provision of computer courses and equipment. 

Cllr Seymour proposed, seconded Cllr Round, all in favour, that the Parish Council will pursue the Go On Worcestershire and Rooftop Housing grant to finance the installation of wi-fi in the village hall and running costs for twelve months.

Action: Cllr Waters and Cllr Milner to pursue further and present to the Village Hall Committee for their consideration.

16/17 Finance

a) Current Balances as at 1st March 2016:
 	Business account				£6,542.32

b) Payments to report:
	Mrs C. Young: PC website domain renewal	£11.99
                                 *Mr A. Farnsworth: January invoice 675		£172.00  
	Village hall: Hire 12.1.16 & 8.3.16		£22.00
	Thomson & Bancks: Legal advice (Cutts Pool)	£210.00
	Clerk’s salary: February 2016			£132.83
	Mr A. Farnsworth: February invoice 686	£172.00	*Work plan to be approved

	TOTAL:	£720.82

The Council approved the payments as per the report.

c) Proposal for the consideration of tenders received for 2016 Grounds Maintenance and approval of contractor for the new season:
As reported under Progress item 16/16 b.

d) Lengthsman funding & procedures 2016
As reported under Progress item 16/16c.

e) Proposal to approve Clerk’s monthly standing order salary payment @ £132.83 and Business Online Banking application: 
It was resolved to approve monthly Clerk’s salary payment at £132.83 and an online banking facility. Cllr Peart and Cllr Jennings signed the online banking application in accordance with the Council’s banking mandate to enable the Clerk to have delegated authority to monitor the Council’s accounts and set up the monthly standing order. Action: Clerk to forward correspondence to Lloyds Bank. 

 16/18 Planning 
· W/15/03169: Cowsden Bank Farm: Erection of agricultural building for machinery and grain store. Application pending consideration. Clerk to update Council once decision is forwarded.

· W/16/00067: 1 College Road: Erection of pair of semi-detached two storey houses with shared vehicular access with existing property. Application pending consideration. Clerk to update Council once decision is forwarded.

· W/16/00173: Cowsden Bank Farm: Proposed change of use of redundant grain store from agricultural use to wood chip drying.
Application pending consideration. Clerk to update Council once decision is forwarded.

· Frogmore Farm Poultry Unit – Environmental Permit Draft Permission
A request had been lodged by WPAG with the Environment Agency to extend the deadline for public consultation on the draft environmental permit for Frogmore Farm. The request had been considered and extended to 18th April 2016.  Parishioners were encouraged to attend a drop in session scheduled for Wednesday 23rd March, 3pm-8pm at Upton Snodsbury Village Hall, where National Permitting Officers and Local Environment Officers would be in attendance to address questions and explain procedures. The WPAG committee confirmed to local Councils that they would prepare a leaflet for distribution to all local residents and requested assistance with their circulation. 

Links to the relevant documents were received via:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wr7-4pd-mr-kinsey-hern-mrs-patricia-hern-mr-anthony-hern-trading-as-f-c-jones-and-co-environmental-permit-draft-decision-advertisement

The Vice-Chairman proposed, motion carried, for the Parish Council to offer full support to the action group and the following actions were agreed:
· Chairman to liaise with Cllr Robinson
· A village newsletter to be completed and circulated ahead of 23rd March to update parishioners

· Garage site: No further progress to report at present. Cllr Peart to provide updates to the Council as and when received.

· Orchard site: Cllr Round to provide updates to the Council as and when received.


16/19 Correspondence

· Wychavon DC: Notification had been received that the South Worcestershire Development Plan had been adopted by Wychavon District Council on 24th February 2016. The adopted plan and statement are available at http://www.wychavon.gov.uk
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org
· Wychavon Sport: The Parish is invited to participate in the 2016 Parish Games. Costs are £6.00 per event with a maximum fee of £60.00. Full details available at www.wychavongames.org – closing date for entries is 15th June.
· Wychavon DC: An annual play area inspection is available by the Children’s Play Advisory Service in April/May 2016, co-ordinated by the District Council. The Clerk had forwarded details to UPSPRA who had applied for the inspection and will finance.
· Wychavon Community Awards: Following the Council’s recent nomination of the Wychavon Parishes Action Group, the group were awarded a certificate in recognition of their efforts and the Group Secretary extended thanks on the group’s behalf to the Council.
· Queen’s birthday celebrations: Proposals for potential donations towards the Queen’s birthday and St George’s day celebrations were discussed and it was agreed that a joint donation was preferable to mark both occasions on 21st April. Further discussions were necessary with TE before formal approval of expenditure. The Council had successfully applied for the lighting of the village beacon on Thursday 21st April, and it was suggested that the Beacon could be lit once to mark both the Queen’s Birthday and St George’s Day celebrations.  Council to confirm with TE.
A weekend of events on 11th/12th June are planned in Cowsden and Upton Snodsbury. Cllr Peart confirmed he had withdrawn as Committee member, however had agreed to complete a full risk assessment ahead of  the occasion.

 16/20 AOB 
There was no additional business to report.

16/21   Dates of Next Meeting Tuesday 10th May 2016 at 7.30 pm



Signed ……………………………………………………… 				Date…………………………..

                                        Chairman 
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