Wickharmcorc{ Farish Council

Minutes of the Meeting, [ 3 Januarg 2016,01,/16
Clerk to the Council, Mike Smith, i2 Fitclﬁers Hill, Wickhamford WR 1 1 7RT

01386 830676 email wickham?ordpc@skq.com website http://worcesters!ﬂire.gov.uk

Fresent J Newbury Cl’]airman, T. Wa”er V. Chairman, Counci”ors K. Guttericlge &J‘ Foulter

| . E_grc County Counci“or & B Thomas District Counci”or

i .AEologies F Sc}wroenrock, FC, D. Manning WDC and Counci”or D. Heeks

2. Declarations of |nterest

Nomc

3. T he meeting was adjourned for the Public Question [ ime.
No Public in attendance.

4. The Minutes of the meeting held onthe 1 ]th November 2015 were agreed

5. Matters arising from the previous meeting

None

6. District / County Councillors Report.
Financial cha”cr\gcs on the cards for the Countg and it residents

Tl’lc first week of 2016 has seen us starting to understand the full impact of the Local
Govcrnmcnt Scttlcment. Worccstcrshire‘s cha”cnge, Post sctt]cmcnt, is an extra
i im to find on toP of the annual 25m and an extra 40m over the medium term.
Evcrg year now will be a challengé. Alrcacly a council tax rise of %.94% is on the
cards. This rise will ease pressures in clcler]g and children’s care but wejust cannot
face any more ”l‘luge cuts”. O]C the %.94%

® [.94% will Provic{e financial support for services for Lookecl AFter C}wilc{ren
(buclgct forecast to be £5.8 millionin 2016,/17),

® 2% ring~1ccnced grant for Adult Social Care services, as allowed bg the
SPending Keview, will contribute to existing older Pcople cost pressures in
2015/16 (Presently funded bg one-off grant income or reserves that will not

be available from 2016,/17))
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We are not comPiacent the Councii is aireaciﬂ into five years into a programme to
transform itself into an innovative organisation with residents’ Priorities (ascertaineci
tiwrougiw survegs) at the heart of the decisions it makes. And new ways of working
have been introduced so that the Council is more agiie and resPonsive to residents’
Priorities but life iwasjust gota whole lot tougi‘ner.

The net exPenciiture budget for2016/17 setouta Provisional buciget requirement of
£%27.8 million and an indicative Funciinggap of £2 million which has to be closed i)ﬁ
Februar9 2016

The (Government has announced its Revenue 5uppor’c Girant to the Council will
reduce evenig to anincome of £10.9 million for 201 9,/20 so that bg 202021 it will be
nil.

Pusiness rates are expecteci to rise in accordance with the Retail Price [ndex each
year and income from (Council ] ax will graciua”g fund a greater Propor’tion of the
Councii‘s i)uciget in the future - not goo& news for residents but it funds services for

residents!

Ti"l@ Cabinet has aPProveci a draft budget for consultation which includes

buciget reduction area in Council’s programme for the future. Ti"ICSC are Proposais
that have been subject to detailed (Cabinet and 5crutin9 review.

Cai}inet has endorsed the Plan to address a savings requiremen’c of £2 mi”ion, taking
account of central Governmen’c‘s SPenciing Keview announcement. ]’c has also
endorsed:

e an investment of £0.5 million each gearicor road maintenance,

o (sreat news for motorists! A signiicicant investmentin a two-year Driving [Home
i‘iighwags infrastructure imProvement programme and ongoing annual road
maintenance. £12m of capita] icunciing allocated to the two-year Driving r“]ome
programme, which will be used on residential roads across the county

ico”owing feedback from residents and in support of the Counci]’s OPen for
Pusiness Prioritg.

Fiease not one impact of the spending review will Probabiy be a review of the New
Homes Bonus,

Flooding

Worcestershire Countg (Council has launched a final consultation on its draft | ocal
Flood Risk Management Strategy to ensure every resident and business has the
oPPortunity to express their views. Ti‘ie consultation is open until Monciag 29
Februarg 2016, and the | ocal [Tlood Risk Strateg}j will be Forma”y aciopted in Juig
2016.
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Thc Council, as a Lcad Local F]oocl Authority, has a c{utg to manage flood risk

from surface water, groundwatcr and orclinary watercourses across the county. To
read the draft Strategg and comment visit www‘worcestershirc‘gov‘uk/ﬂoocling FaPer
coPies of the draft Strategg are also available in the Coun’cg Council’s libraries and
Countg Ha”.

I:ortunatclg Worcestersl'\ire has not so far suffered the extreme severe weather
exPeriencec{ in the North: (:umiariaJ Lancaslﬂire and parts of Yorkslﬂire and also
Sco’cland. Key areas for Worcesterslﬂire were around the river chem, the Avon and
some surface water Hooding, not least in light of the ground water table which was

1Cu”3 sa’cura’cecl, with the last few weeks’ regular rainfall.

Wherc are we now?

T he river Severn is either ]eve”ing out or in some locations levels dropping sligl‘rtlg.
Lower reaches of the Sevem in the Count3 around UPton and below will re-open it
as soon as conditions enable this.

T he river Avon is a faster responding river and did react over the last few dags to the
more localised rain and with grouncl saturation conditions being as theﬂ are, went up
quite quicklg as expected. Levels on the Avon are now &roPPing and this has meant
that the B‘%OBO Eckington roads as flood waters have receded.

Highways maintenance staff have been involved in aclc}ressing and reso]ving any
localised Hoocling issues that have arisen, working ciosely with our Highwags
Maintenance Contrac‘cor Ringwag.

The Coun’cg has worked closelg with co”eagues in Emergencg Flanning,
Communications & ]iaising c]osclg with officers in the " nvironment Agcnc9 and Met
Oﬁcicc Claily to ensure we monitor the situation Closctlg. Where rcquirecl we can and
will put in Place additional resources such as gulleg cmptiers/jet’cers and Highwags

gangs to manage any Hooding issues as thég arise.

They are or should be ]iaising with our Parish Council Co“eagues and [arish
Lengthsman to l‘\elp loca”g c]eargrips and gu”eg gratings where itis safe to do so.

]Fyou are aware of or see any specipic issues of concern ref ﬂooc}ing, then Please

contact us directlg on 01905 822009.



Thc Higlﬁwags T witter account @WorcsTravcl also has latest information.

Flease be Patient re highwags issues given the call on our officers due to the floods.
[ire and rescue SUPPort ﬂoocling events in Cumi}riaJ Yorksl’n’re and

Lancashire. Tl’}e service suPPortec{ the “DE_FRA F]oocl Rescue Concept of
Operations over the (Christmas Period‘

European ]:unding to support Worcestershire small businesses in

rural areas and create morejobs‘

Frcjec’cs which support micro and small enterprise in rural areas, support farm
diversification and support rural tourism can now applg forthe £1.96m Rural
Business small caPital grant Funding programme.

The kcg objectivcs of the programme include the growtlﬂ of the rural economy and
the creation of 74}'0}35 in rural Worcestershire.

Bidcling aPPIications can aPPly to support micro and small enterPrises (inclucling farm
diversification) -~ such as the construction of new factories,/offices and Purchase of
equipmcnt —and suPPort rural tourism, such as hclping ]T and c—booking systems,
suPPorting equiPment Purchases for restaurants/ca]ces which cater to tourists,
encouraging new attractions a]ong waterwaﬁs and cgcle routes, and devc]oping

more oPPor’cunitics for young families.
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Tl"IC District Counci”or rePor’cecl that the merger between Malvem & Wgchavon District Councils is

set to be in September. We are assured that this will have no imPact on Planning aPP]ications etc.
A brief discussion took Placc regarding “enforcement” which for the most is not Practiccd

7. Police Officers Repor’c.

Sincc 1 2th Nov ]ast, West Mercia has received 26 calls from residents within Wicu‘larmcorcl, this

has resulted in two offences being recorded. 1 for criminal damagc the otherfor theft from motor

vehicle

8. Lengthsman.

lt was requestcé that the A‘%‘% Footpath and the Footpath at the corner of Manor Road leac!ing to

the cemetery be sided out.

9. SPor’cs Club I~ vent Application

Jt was agrecc} to allow the 5Por’c5 (Club to hold their Countrg & Western [~ vent with the Provisos

that,



4.
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CoPies of the TemPorar9 [” vent Notice & ]:u” ]nsurance Detai]s for the Flaging I:ielcl & the
C]ubhouse in the name of the [ vent Organiser (the SPor’cs CIUb) are with the Farish Council
no later than 30 dags before the event

Music shall cease at 11 30 on the Sunclay niglﬁt.

. F]ag Area Equipment uPdate

I:unding is bcing sought forfurther equipmcnt

. ROO]C’COP Communitg ]:unc} Upclate

[Forms have been complcted and submitted, we await an answer

. | orries Parked in Washing’con Road

T his has been investigated and the outcome is that these are ]arge vans and bc!ong to the

homeowners

. F]ooc’ing

A letter received bg the Chairman and other residents regarcling the ﬂoocling issues over the
years and recommendations for homeowners to avert this was discussed at the meeting where it

was decided to rcspond

Styles Nursery
A Counci”or rcportccl that there had been a fire at the “derelict” Stglcs Nurscry over the
Christmas Periocl. lt is believed that enciuirics are still ongoing,

15 Corrcsponclcnc@

[ mailed booking form for [laying [Tield to Sports Club

[ mailed a letter to J [~ dwards \WWDC F]anning} re their non-response to our

submission of queries as requested‘

Written to Smart Cut offering the contract for grasscutting for 2016,/2017 season and await
any Price increase.

Again submitted our questions re the So]ar Farm direct to the case officer (Gavin (Greenhow
on Sunday 29/11/15 as requestec{ }39 tele-con (23/11/15)

Response sent re email received from a resident regar&ing | orries Parl«zc{ in Washington Road.

o 6. Plans Reviewed,

AFF/W/] 840,/0208 5/Ou, Winclwarc{ House Murcot

Comments sent to ]nsPectorate regarcling the aPPeal.
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W/ 15,/02449, WNickham [Farm, Wickhamford

]:urther comments Iodged on WDC website and forwarded to (. Greenhow, Case Ogicer at
WDC Planning as requested

e 7. [Tinance.
Balance sheets made available for Councillors.

Frecept request of £10,000.00 for 201 6,/2017 forwarded to WD
New Audit Regulations for2017 onwards

Comp]etec‘ form for additional signature on bank account mailed to Santander30/11,/15

awaiting confirmation.

Grant form comPIetecl and returned re a Funcling oPPor'tunitg from Tesco for the Flan Area.

Chequcs to be signccl,

Wickhamford Memorial Ha”, [Hall Hire x 3 £45.00
Wickhamford Memorial [Hall, Year]g Hall Hire for 2016 £90.00
HMRC, 3™ Quarter | ax£16%.80

M. Smith, Newsletter (Nov) £30.00

[ . Slade, Hedge Cutting £84.00

Reccipts,
Tom]ins, F]ot + Ashes ]nterment £120.00

L] ]tcms for the next Agcncla
e 18. ] oconfirm the date of the next meeting as 9th Narch 2016

]tems for the next Agen&a must be received 7 da95 Prior to the above date.
Mike Smith

C!erk to Wickhamford Farisl’x Council

Meeting Closed at

(Chairman

Notes of the Fublic Question | ime




